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with Batch 2018

mance by the second-year students.
Later the students of the outgoing
batch were felicitated with intriguing Bollywood themed titles representing their strong traits. This
segment also involved ‘Guess the
song’ session which further upped
the ante of the event. The session
Kalidas Sreenivas
continued with a melodious singing performance by the first-year
DME Media School organised a Virtu- students- Divyasri and Mihir Singh.
al Farewell- ‘Impeccable Bond 2021’
to express heartfelt gratitude and cel- Furthermore, an energetic dance
ebrate the graduation of the outgoing performance, themed on friendbatch (2018-21) on June 15. The on- ship by second-year students,
line event witnessed merrymaking, tes- stunned the audience and left a
timonials and some anecdotes, which powerful impact. The cultural
took the outgoing batch down the performances ended with a memmemory lanes and left them nostalgic. oir through a video showcasDr Ravikant Swami, Director, DME
welcomed the students and boosted
them with a positive affirmation for
a better future. “You all are graduating during a paradigm shift amid global pandemic, and it is the right time to
start a career”, encouraged Dr Swami.

ing the college life of the batch.

Then the event was opened for
an interactive session in which
all the members participated and shared their memories
about the time spent together.
The elements of interest were the
thoughtful insights shared by the
The programme further proceeded with faculty members as their words trua fantastic dance and singing perfor- ly justified the end of a joyous jour-
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ney. The outgoing batch thanked
their juniors and teachers for organising such a wonderful event.
They promised to maintain an
impeccable bond and would remain in touch with everyone.
Ms Sanchita Chakraborty, Assistant
Professor, DME Media School, concluded the event with a vote of thanks.
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7 Days 7 Media Experts
Media School organises Development Programme
for Students – DPS 2021
The Covid-19 pandemic struck down on lives and livelihoods alike. Almost every other industry faced an unprecedented impact, and the media sector was no different. Be it print, television, radio, digital, advertising, or
public relations, every segment of this vast industry has
faced startling challenges. Media organisations have had
to rethink and redefine their working as the media consumption patterns of the audience changed drastically.
And if the field of media is adapting, there is no reason

why media education would stay behind. DME Media
School took a lead in this direction and its Dean Prof.
Ambrish Saxena initiated a 7-Day Development Programme for Students in the beginning of June. Student
participants were apprised with changes in different media sectors in sessions organised from June 3 to 11. Over
the course of seven days, students had the opportunity to
hear from seven different experts about the before and
after versions of different media. Here’s how it all went:

Day 1: Branding and Marketing in the COVID Era
Every crisis is a moment of opportunity,
suggests Prof. Ujjwal Chowdhry
Vanshika Bali

Brands often require changing their positioning in the
consumer’s mind during a crisis. The pandemic being the biggest crisis of all required mass rebranding for
many of them and hence, the theme for the first session of
DPS on June 03, 2021. More than 200 members including students and faculty joined in to listen to the expert
of the day, Prof. Ujjwal K Chowdhury, Pro Vice Chancellor, Adamas University, Kolkata talk on the subject.
Prof. Chowdhury began the address with his key point, “there
is always a possibility of turning a crisis into an opportunity”.
He presented a very thoroughly researched analysis of several brands that have revamped their image in the past one year
in accordance with the changing consumption patterns of the
public. He spoke about brands like Volkswagen, OYO, Taj,
Fevicol,
McDonalds,
and
several
others to elucidate on the marketing and brand

-ing lessons to be learned from their work, a total of 40
lessons to be precise.
He also explained subjects like ‘de-risking businesses’,
with examples of universities starting their own online
courses and making the regulations flexible, and the
use of social media marketing to identify and collaborate with digital influencers and content creators. Concluding the presentation, Prof. Chowdhury remarked,
“Go PhyGital, physical and digital, get techno-driven with brand values intact, online brand reputation.”
Ms Manmeet Kaur, Assistant Professor, DME Media
School, moderated the Q & A session. The programme
was concluded with a vote of thanks from by Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School.
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Day 2: Paradigm of virtual events in the era of pandemic
Students learn virtual event management at DPS session
Swastika Mishra

While most media sectors simply
adapted to the pandemic, event
management was one ﬁeld that
saw a complete overhaul of its
existing system and converted into
a virtual entity. DME Media
School held the second session of
DPS 2021 on June 4 to shed more
clarity on this massive paradigm
shift.The day’s expert was Mr
Ritwik Ghosh, Content and
Communication Strategist and the
key person behind several virtual
events of DME Media School in
the past.

talked about the multiple events
organised by the school in the virtual
or hybrid mode since the pandemic.
Dr Ravikant Swami, Director, DME,
also joined the session and welcomed
the guest. “We are moving towards a
virtual world,” he further remarked.
Mr Ghosh then began his presentation
with a video of a virtual music event
ata UK-based University organised by
him last year. He mentioned how
virtual events are ﬁlling the space
hollowed by the absence of physical
events. “In 2020, the number of
organisations planning virtual events

about building a new landscape driven by
technological advancements in areas of graphic art
and social networking. He further explained how all
the aspects of event management in the physical
mode can be traced to virtual events as well. The
session covered many digital tools that can oﬀer
more immersive and engaging experiences for the
audience.
The presentation was followed by a Q&A round
moderated by Ms Mudita Raj, Assistant Professor,
DME Media School. Mr Ghosh replied to every
query in a detailed and comprehensible manner. He
was thanked by Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and
Head, DME Media School, for oﬀering an insightful
session on the subject.

Day 3: Radio in the times of pandemic
Radio ﬁlled the void that we felt, says RJ Swati
Nikita Taneja

Radio has always been an
indispensable part of our lives.
Its importance has increased
manifold during this lockdown
p h a s e . To c e l e b r a t e t h e
unceasing presence of radio,
DME Media School invited
TedX speaker, debater, and
podcaster RJ Swati from 93.5
Red FM to conduct the third
session of the Development
Programme for Students on the

have to speak in a way
that the audience can
relate with them.
She then shed some light
on the eﬀects of the
pandemic on the jobs of
everyone that worked in
the studio. In the studio,
they used to get all the
tech support that they
needed instantly, while
after the lockdown,

the topic- ‘Radio redeﬁned
during the Pandemic in India’.
Following the address of Dr
Ambrish Saxena, Professor and
Dean, DME Media School,
introducing the session, RJ
Swati started oﬀ by explaining
the diﬀerence between general
news reporters and RJs. On one
hand reporters deliver news in a
crisp and precise way, while RJs

everything was shifted to
homes. The part that they
missed the most was the
feeling of recording in a
studio because skills of
radio artists are best
displayed when in a
professional set-up. She
also shared with the
students about the various
roles and duties of an RJ

and the expectations that people have while listening to them.
Students had several queries regarding radio programming and
about ways to develop a radio voice and personality in the Q and A
session moderated by Dr. Tinam Borah, Assistant Professor, DME
Media School. RJ Swati oﬀered guidance based on her several
years of experience in the industry. In conclusion, Dr Susmita
Bala, Head, DME Media School thanked RJ Swati for the session
and encouraged students to develop greater aﬃnity towards radio
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Day 4: TV News in the backdrop of the pandemic in India during
2020-21
Motivation, compassion and conﬁdence building of employees
need of the hour, says Dr Hemant Kaushik
Kriti Mathur

The fourth session of
Development Programme for
Students-DPS had Dr Hemant
Kaushik, Associate Editor,
News Nation and media
academician to enlighten
viewers on the topic 'TV
News in the backdrop of the
Pandemic in India during
2020-21' on June 8.
Dr Ambrish Saxena,
Professor and Dean DME
Media School, initiated the
before, but the reporters had
to adapt to the new normal",
said the senior journalist.
He also discussed the rapid
increase in OTT platforms'
viewership on Television and
news requirement for the
general masses. "News
somehow managed to keep its
space intact in the lives of the
audience. Everyone was

session by explaining the
importance of Television as
a vital source of news.
Dr Kaushik began by
elaborating on diﬀerent
aspects related to television
journalism. He discussed
the challenges faced by the
media persons of TV
industry during the deadly
pandemic. "Such a tough
time has never been
experienced by the industry

brought everyone's attention on how they managed to provide
quality content besides facing diﬃculties. "Sometimes we had to
depend on freelancers to get new stories", he informed. He also
pointed out that motivation, compassion and conﬁdence building of
employees is the need of the hour. He also stressed on the fact that
the news industry is slowly and steadily getting back on track. Mr
Pramod Kumar Pandey, Assistant Professor, DME Media School,
moderated the session.

curious to know about the
happenings around the
world during the
pandemic", said Dr
Kaushik. Talking about the
challenges, he said that
social distancing norms
greatly hindered the
resources and the type of
news that could be
delivered. Dr Kaushik

Day 5: Prof. Saxena discusses role of executive and judiciary
during second wave of COVID-19

/

The ﬁfth day of Development
Programme for Students witnessed a
discourse on ‘Role of executive and
judiciary during second wave of
Covid-19 in India’ by Dr Ambrish
Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME
Media School on June 9.
Dr Saxena began the session by
building a premise of the case that the
globe faced throughout the second
wave. He stated, “When we were all
looking at central government and the
state governments for what they were
doing to combat the pandemic, it was
judiciary which came forward in a way

Vaishnavi Nair

which was never witnessed before”. As per
reports 15 High Courts took the lead in
providing relief to the people, he added.
The senior academician then simpliﬁed the
concept of Suo Moto cognizance for the
students. Apart from this, he also explained
various judgments given by the Supreme
Court regarding the vaccination drive initiated
by the central government and its policies
regarding the same.
In an interesting Q&A session, Dr Saxena
made some interesting references with regard
to the attitude of higher courts on Public
Interest Litigations (PILs). He cited the cases
such as PIL ﬁled by Bollywood actress Juhi

Chawla against imminent radiation from
the implementation of 5G and a PIL ﬁled
to stop the work on the Central Vista
project during the second wave of
COVID- 19. Both the PILs were not only
rejected by Delhi High Court but even
ﬁnes were imposed by the court in the
petitioners. He also shared his views on
printing the prime minister's photograph
on the vaccination certiﬁcate and the West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamta Banerjee
following the suit.
At the end, Dr Susmita Bala, Professor
and Head, DME Media School, expressed
her gratitude towards Dr Saxena and
mentioned that the session was fruitful
and vital.
Earlier, Dr Manasvi Maheshwari,
Associate Professor, DME Media School,
introduced Dr Saxena and gave a brief
idea about the session. Shruti Pandey, a
second-year student of DME Media
School, hosted the session.
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Day 6: Changing face of advertising in the wake of COVID-19
Pandemic came as grace for advertising industry, says Hiinaa Talwarr
Anjali Pathak

On June 11, the sixth day of the
Development Programme for
Students, DME Media School
invitedMs Hiinaa Talwarr, a seasoned advertising professional
and founder of Firefly Communication Hub, to discuss the impact
of COVID-19 on the advertising
industry and how it has adapted to the ongoing challenges.
The session started with an introductory remark by Dr Ambrish
Saxena, Professor and Dean DME
Media School, Ms Talwar began
her presentationwitha Charles Darwin quote, “It is not the strongest
of the species that survives, nor the
most intelligent. It is the one most
adaptable to change.”She also
talked about howthis pandemic
came out as a grace for the whole
industry, also made the advertising professionals to “re-think,
re-align, re-strategize and re-do”.

ed selling masks as their primary
product while others likeNike and
Bata donated millions of pairs of
shoes to frontline workers. She
also addressed brands like Amul,
Vadilal, Zomato, and Uber Eats,
which used creative advertising
to promote covid-appropriate behaviour in a fun and, at the same
time, meaningful way. During
her presentation, Ms Talwarr
also showed a few audio-visual
commercials for brands to drive
home the idea of adaptability.

Quoting several examples, she talked about
brands that advertised not to promote their
products and services but in support of their
employees as well as the general public. She
also talked about fashion brands that start-

The session was followed by an
engaging Q&A session moderated by Ms Sukriti Arora, Assistant
Professor, DME Media School.
Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME
Media School gave her concluding remarks and thanked the
guest for her enriching presence.

Day 7: Production of films in the midst of lockdowns and Covid restrictions
COVID restricted sets can be safe but expensive, says Akansha Khanna
On June 11, the seventh day of
the Development Programme for
Students, DME Media School
invited Ms Akansha Khanna, a senior film producer from
Mumbai, as the guest speaker
for the topic of film production
amidst lockdown and restriction
in the phase of the pandemic.
Ms Manmeet Kaur, Assistant Professor, DME Media School, welcomed and introduced the guest,
also highlighted the numerous significant projects undertaken by Ms
Khanna nationally and internationally in the field of film production.
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor
and Dean, DME Media School,
introduced the subject to the audience followed by Ms Khanna.
Ms Khanna elaborated on the adaptions the industry went through

Yashika Aggarwal

amidst the hit of the coronavirus pandemic.She provided insights into the field adjustments including the use of a bio bubble where the entire crew is quarantined

and covid tested before and
after the shoot. Talking about
the added expense of this shift,
Ms Khanna said, “Adapting to
covid regulations restricted sets
and bio bubble can be safe but
expensive. It is comparatively practical for feature films or
OTT content than daily soaps.”
Comparing the global and national standard size of crew, she
said, “Indian filmmakers prefer
large crews as compared to international ones.This has been
an issue but we have been witnessing scripts revolving around
the coronavirus or a room, films
adapting montages, and chroma
shoots to beat that problem.”
Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME
Media School gave her concluding remarks and thanked the
guest for her enriching presence.
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Careers in Media Series - 1

Exploring careers in Public Relations with Bhaskar Majumdar
Kausik Das

With the sixth-semester nearing its completion, final-year
students are at the verge of starting a new chapter of their
lives. The Training and Placement Cell of DME Media
School, hence, organised a session on ‘Careers in Media: Public Relations’ on June 2 to help students get a
better idea about future job prospects in this industry.
This was the first of many sessions of the Careers in Media series. Introducing the concept, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School, said,
“These are times when students need our help more.
It’s our primary responsibility to do whatever we can
for the benefit of our students in terms of delivery, academics, and also counselling and providing guidance.”

gy’. “Writing style must be a snackable snack. The content must be written in a way that it is able to be broken down into as many formats as possible,” he stated.
He informed that the events industry is hit harshly by the pandemic, while corporate communication and digital platforms are popular in recent times.
Dr Tinam Borah, Assistant Professor, DME Media School
moderated the Q&A session where Mr Majumdar clarified
the doubtsput forth by the students. Answering a question
from Avantika about the future of print media, he said,
“Print will not go down. The need for traditional media
will always be there. In print, information goes through
many checks. The chance for fake media is almost zero.”
Mr Majumdar also stressed on the importance of digital understanding and use of digital certificate courses
to learn basics, when asked about the requirements for
a career in corporate communication by Chavi Mathur.
Dr Ravikant Swami, Director, DME, said, “When god
closes one door, another is opened. As theatres have closed
down, digital streaming platforms have emerged. OTT
platforms have now become synonymous with media.”
Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School,
gave her concluding remarks for the session. “This was a
very rich session. Lots of avenues are open for students.
You should prepare yourselves and grab the opportunities.”

Ms Krishna Pandey, Assistant Professor, DME Media
School, was the moderator of the session. She invited the
Guest Speaker of the day, Mr Bhaskar Majumdar, Head
– Corporate Affairs, Communication & Digital, Egis India to shed light on the emerging trends in media related
to jobs in Public Relations and Corporate Communication.
Mr Majumdar explained the importance of digital media in modern times. He said, “Social media is more
appealing for the youth. A digital transformation has
taken place. The lockdown has increased the usage
of internet.” He further suggested that students opting for journalism must follow digital trends as well.
Talking about the rising importance of corporate communication, Mr Majumdar commented, “There have
been changes in corporate communication.Now, it handles CSR, public policy and secondary research as well.”
He mentioned that many new positions have been created in communication. “Every big brand and brands
spending heavily on marketing, are hiring senior members of corporate communication now,” he added.
Speaking of trends in media following the pandemic, Mr
Majumdar explained the use of ‘New age content stratePage 6
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Understanding communication specialties in government
sector with Joy Daniel Pradhan
Priyanka Naithani

With graduation season just
around the corner, outgoing
students have been bubbling
with the curiosity of job
prospects in various sectors.
When it comes to a job-related discussion, it is inevitable for someone to not
ping in with their suggestion
of landing a role in the government sector. Government
jobs have always been the
most sought out prospects,
considering the perks and security that come with it. But
along with perks comes the
big responsibilities.
In an attempt to give an insight into the media roles
in government prospective, the second session of the
Careers in Media series organised by the Training and
Placement Cell of DME Media School took place on
June 8 on the topic “Role of Communication Specialists
in the Government.” The resource person for the session
was Mr Joy Daniel Pradhan, Communication Specialist,
Ministry of Minority Affairs, Government of India.
Discussing the career prospects in the government sector,
Mr. Pradhan talked about the key aspects that recruiters
look for in their prospective employees. With an engaging PowerPoint presentation, aptly named, “Common
sense and clarity” he stressed on the need of developing
good communication skills to make it into any industry.
Mr. Pradhan presented a detailed insight into the job opportunities in the government sector as a communica-

tion expert and gave several
practical tips to the students
looking to get into the sector. “Simplifying is the key,
clarity in communication is
of utmost importance,” he
emphasised.
Mr Pradhan also stressed on
the importance of being a researcher at the heart of every
job in communications and
journalism. “I have been a
researcher all my life. In this
line of work, we have to be
able to dig up information,
understand facts, link them
together and build a concept
around it,” he stated.
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media
School, reiterated the notability of communication skills
in any sector. The session was followed by a Q&A round,
moderated by Dr Tinam Borah, where Mr Pradhan addressed several queries raised by the students. He spoke
about being dynamic in one’s profession and not letting
it become monotonous. He also shed light on the ways
students can land jobs in the government sector and sustain it.
Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School thanked Mr
Pradhan for providing valuable insights into this segment
of media jobs which is otherwise lesser known to the
public. The session concluded with a vote of thanks by
Ms Krishna Pandey, Convener, Training and Placement
Cell of DME Media School.
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Students learn tricks of Advertising with industry experts
Shruti Pandey

The third session of the
Careers in Media Series,
held on June 12, two wellknown industry experts,
Mr Alok Bhute, Head,
Strategic Planning, AnyMind Group, Vietnam
and Mr Shashank Rawat,
Senior Creative Brand
Strategist, ARM, Worldwide, Delhi apprised the
students on various career
prospects in Advertising.

and excel in the respective
field.

The experts also talked
about Cause Marketing,
where ideologies are used
to share a message or start
a campaign and Marketing
as a product, with examples like “Saregama Carvaan”, “Bajaj V”, “Samsung
Headband”. Light was also
shed on how marketing is
done without advertiseMr Shashank Rawat startments, where brands use
ed with explaining what
consumer base as brand
really advertising means.
ambassadors and influRemarking that, “Adverencers to attract more custising is an art of turntomers. Further Mr Bhute
ing products into brands”, he went on to explain the highlighted a few skills required to pursue advertising
shift from advertising of a product to its marketing. as a career, how one can enter in adverting industry.
He also stated how different talents could be useful
in the field of advertisement. Later mentioning dif- The session was further brightened up with the
ferent brands and agencies he gave several examples participation of Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor
like how three words from NIKE “just do it” creat- and Dean, DME Media School and Dr Susmied an entire universe in the advertising market. ta Bala, Head, DME Media School in the event. Ms
Krishna Pandey, Convenor, Training and PlaceMr Alok Bhute elaborated on the importance of ment Cell, and Assistant Professor, DME Media
technology, numbers, & human influence in adver- School, moderated the question-and-answer sestising world and how different particulars are use sion and vote of thanks was delivered by Dr Tinam
ful and can lead to a successful advertising career Borah, Assistant Professor DME Media School.
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Faculty Interview
“Sachin Nair: A storyteller and more…”

Mr Sachin Nair is an Assistant Professor at Delhi Metropolitan Education in the media school. Aside
from teaching various subjects, he
is an integral part of the production
and social media teams of the institute. He is also a language educator,
a storyteller and a visual artist. He
has worked in the social sector for
over two years as a teacher and also
as an assistant director and voice
over artist for independent films.
Tell us about your teaching experiences at DME Media School.
For that, I would have to first talk
about my experiences as a learner.
BA (JMC) is a multidisciplinary
academic programme. We teach
the Indian Constitution to a filmmaker or photography to a writer. To get somebody interested
in a subject not of their immediate interest is an insightful challenge. It makes you engage with
deeper aspects of an area. I have
grown not only as a teacher but
as a mentor, working with stu-

dents for different productions and attention? Lastly, the technologevents. Not a hyperbole, but I have ical disparity is too omnipresent
learnt more than I have imparted. for a permanent online solution.
How has the new digital space You’ve worked closely with
affected you as a teacher Katha, an NGO working for
and an individual?
community development and
child welfare. How have you
As a teacher you cannot used your skills as a commuread the atmosphere in the nicator to help the students?
class and modify yourself
accordingly. It is also harder Communication is indeed everyto hold the attention of the thing! A politician’s propaganda or
class with only a screen. In an effective ad campaign or even
a classroom, I would do all an effective teacher - excuse the
the needed theatrics, move platitude but communication is
about, joke with students, the key. This was the utility part,
tell stories and would try the essence of it lies in empathy.
to customize each lesson. You have to think and feel like
a learner. Every single fact, apDigital fatigue has got to proach, lesson plan, appreciation,
me as an individual. It is correction has to be suited to the
harder to consume good learner. This seems easy and very
digital content where the obvious, but it goes much beyond
profound and the superfi- simply explaining the hard parts.
cial occupy the same space.
There is a barrage of content, but not of quality or utility.
Also, this ‘McLuhan-ian’ perma- Favourite book and movie?
nent state of connectivity makes 100 Years of Solitude and Cinema
you less focused. It is harder to Paradiso
concentrate on a book or write.
Three international leaders you
What is your view on online would choose to have dinner
mode being a permanent addi- with, if given a chance
tional option?
Ernesto Che Guevera, Thomas
Sankara and Simon Bolivar
As an adjunct, yes but replacement,
no.By giving online permanence, Best moment as teacher
we are assuming education to be When an entire batch of 28 stua one way passing of information. dents who failed in a government
Students learn from fellow learners, public speaking, field experience and all the ancillary activities
of a shared space with peers. Also,
for communication and teaching,
the environment is very important.
A clear delineation of space must
exist between a room where one
lives and a classroom.A teacher
loses the ability to vary the lesson and style according to the students’ reactions and atmosphere.
The students with initiative and
knowledge will manage nonetheless; but what about the one
who needs assistance, push and

school passed after a year with us
at the NGO
If not a teacher, then what
would you be
A writer or a filmmaker
Sachin Nair: The Movie – Yay
or Nay
Thank you Kausik but Nay! I am
sure we will have better things to
make movies about!
-

Interviewed by Kausik
Das
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F.R.I.E.N.D.S Reunion: The one with a lot of nostalgia
Yashika Aggarwal and Sukriti Arora

Since the last episode of
F.R.I.E.N.D.S aired in 2004,
fans of the show had been
rewatching its 236 episodes
over and over while coddling the desire for more.
Their prayers were finally answered with the release of a
reunion episode of the comfort
show on May 27. As the entire
cast – Jenifer Aniston (Rachel),
Courteny Cox (Monica), Lisa
Kudrow (Phoebe), Matt LeBlanc (Joey), Matthew Perry
(Chandler) and David Schwimmer (Ross) – came back to the
same old Apartments 19 and 20
after seventeen long years, we
knew that nostalgic tears were
coming right up and they did.
Just like the show, the reunion,
too, felt like catching up with
old friends. It recreated some of
the most cherished scenes with
a table-read, showed some be-

hind-the-scenes footage,
surprised us withguest
appearances and much
more. The juxtaposition of all this with an
interview on the iconicorangecouch,against
the fountain where the
opening credits were
shot, tied the different elements together.
The show’s executive producers – David
Crane, Marta Kauffman, and Kevin S.
Bright –also narrated
the journey from its
conceptualisation
to
the casting process to
becoming a program
that has been watched
over a hundred billion
times across the globe.
For a die-hard fan, every other scene of the

F.R.I.E.N.D.S Reunion is
a moment with smiles and
sobs. It is fascinating to see
that behind the now-wrinkled faces, these characters,
these people were still the
same.Phoebe, once again,
sings Smelly Cat with Lady
Gaga by her side. Ross has
new questions for the quiz
that caused Monica and Rachel to lose their apartment.
Joey’s charming smile is still
intact and Chandler’s comments are sarcastic as ever.
Also back on the reunion
is an even older Mr Heckles, a still very handsome
Richard Burke, Joey’s not
so similar hand-twin, very
parent-y Jack & Judy, highly unrecognizable Gunther,
and of course a very highpitched laughter in the form
of Janice. Each character,

no matter how small its
role, has lived in the hearts
of millions of viewers and
their comebacks made
it all worth our while.
It has to be pointed out
that many people wished
for the cast and creators to
talk about the problematic
issues of racism, sexism
and homophobia in the reunion while others maintain that the show didn’t
advocate these ideologies;
rather called out the characters with such behaviour
in its usual humorous way.
Here is a list of some
other things we hoped to
see in the F.R.I.E.N.D.S
Reunion but didn’t:
Grown-up Ben and Emma
Mike Hennigan
Ugly Naked Guy
Monica’s outfit from the
Moondance Diner
Page 10
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In one section of the two-hour program, celebrities as well as common viewers from all over
the globe talk aboutwhat the show meant to them. For some, it helped cope with depression, some
watched it to forget their sorrows, some bonded over it with new people and for some it was a
friend when they didn’t have any other. Neither the producers who wrote the song, nor The Rembrandts would have thought that this show would stand by its theme –“I’ll be there for you”.
FRIENDS has fans all over the world and that also includes DME. Here’s what some of them have to
say about the reunion:
“I started watching F.R.I.E.N.D.S in 2015 and in the past 6 years, I have
watched the entire ten-season series 10 whole times. The show is very close
to my heart. In the lone phase during the pandemic and lockdown, the characters have literally been my ‘friends’ who were ‘there for me’ when I had no one
else. Watching the reunion episode made me feel emotional beyond words.”
-Tinam Borah

“There is a great satisfaction in knowing that friends from world’s greatest sit-com share a very similar bond in their real lives too. Lisa Kudrow
still mentions Matt LeBlanc as Joey and it shows that the characters we all
came to love were already present within the individuals portraying them.”
- Kausik Das

“This show has made me laugh till I cry, and cry till I’m back to laughing again.
Even though I’ve been watching the reruns all this while, knowing that 6 of them
haven’t been in the same room since 17 freaking years brought tears to my eyes.”
- Nikita Taneja

“The day was May 27th at 12:32 hrs, I left everything
sat in front of my laptop and saw all of them together on
set. I could feel their tears, I felt their hugs. I was so
into it that it felt I was always a part of this beautiful

else and
the same
indulged
journey.”

- Shreya Jha

“The reunion is possibly one of the best things about
this year! This show has been the ultimate mood lifter for me. It was heart-warming. Thank God, it happened.”
- Drishya Madhur

could we BE anymore emotional?
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Know Your Seniors
Anirudh Das: The Quiet & Keen Underdog
Anirudh Das, a third-year student of DME Media School, is passionate about music. He has been into it ever since he was a child.
Be it the piano, guitar, violin or trumpet, Anirudh is a fine instrumentalist of all. He has participated in various competitions and
also stood first in the prelims of Anugoonj in the western singing
competition. During school time, he started a band of his own
named ‘Ragaas’ that was quite a hit. Let’s get to know him better…

What inclined you towards the field of music ?
Well, it was not something I always thought of but whenever I listened to music it attracted me. It was not something I
planned; yet it always fascinated me. I don’t wish to pursue
music as a career field but it is definitely a hobby for me.
How would you summarize your journey at DME?
We went to college for a year and a half and it was simply
amazing, I miss it so much. The best part of the college as
every student says is the faculty. The teachers are loving
and supportive and this made my college life even better.
What field are you planning to choose as a czzareer?
I want to go into the field of radio programming. My
friends and family always told me I have a good voice
so I feel I can perform well in this field. I am also a bit
camera shy so I think radio is the best option for me.

What is your favourite memory in DME?
One day we were singing in the canteen, I was playing the guitar
and the teachers and many other students just joined us there
and it was awesome, we all sang and enjoyed that moment.

Anirudh Das
The lamest excuse you’ve made to get out of
college work?
None, so far.
Who is your favourite teacher and what’s s your
favourite subject?
My favourite subject was Radio Programming and
favourite teachers are Sachin sir and Pramod sir.
Which is your favourite place on campus?
My classroom, the one just beside Bala Ma’am’s
room and the slabs in front of it where the
students sit and chat. And the canteen too.
What advice would you like to give to your juniors for their future endeavours ?
I know it sounds cliched, but following your heart
and passion, never quitting always helps you become stronger and better, so keep doing that.
Interview by Shreya Jha
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A memoir of life, love, and war in Kashmir
In this overwhelming chronicle set in the
1990s, Basharat Peer narrates the challenges of life in and outside Kashmir after the
separatist movement exploded in the valley
in 1989. He describes his own journey and
the journeys of several other Kashmiris in a
war-torn region with brutal honesty and in

Khushi Nagpal

gut-wrenching detail.
He takes the readers from the innocence of
his childhood to the harrowing witnessing of
mass bloodshed in his homeland as an adolescent. Peer bravely narrates the time when
many young boys from the region were crossing the border to train as militants and that
he, too, almost did. He describes this as a time
when the ideas of ‘freedom’ and fighting for it
were considered heroic by many. To keep him
away from such influences, his family sent
him off to a boarding school in Aligarh. Later,
he finished college and became a journalist in
Delhi but the thoughts of home never left his
heart. By 2003, the violent stories from Kashmir and instances of discrimination he faced

Ratings:
Flipkart 4.4/5
Goodreads: 4/5

in the city turned his path
back to the valley.
In his search for stories,
Basharat interviewed several people – his school
principal, a bride who
was raped the night of her
marriage, a poet whose
entire family was killed
and the many others. The
Curfewed Nights, with its
simple but powerful language, offers a poignant
account of what used to
be a ‘paradise on earth’.
The writing style combines elements of narration with reportage. This
book is a must-read for
everyone who wants to
look beyond the politics
and know about the often-ignored lives of people of this disputed land.

Scam 1992: An imperfect classic!
Yuvraj Kakar

each episode as the events
spark a sense of intrigue as
to what comes next. Music in
this show has also been used
in a commendable manner but
gets overshadowed with some
instances of corny and over the
top dialogue that makes situations seem unnatural at times.

People who lived in maturity through the late
80s and early 90s will recall the meteoric rise
and fall of a man who came to be known as The
Big Bull; labelled thus for he began the bull run
of the stock market in 1991, which ended in a
massive crash. Scam 1992 is the retelling of
Harshad Mehta’s story through ten very gripping episodes for the uninitiated as well as the
ones who think they know what happened. It
is a piece of modern media that took the country by surprise and received an overwhelming
response from various sections of the masses.

Though not without its own set
of flaws and low points as with
any other cinematic experience,
Scam 1992 is by all definitions
an instant classic that took the
audiences by storm and kept
them hooked until the very last
second of the final episode.

The series tells this story using its charismatic and well-written characters. The objective of
the director’s vision is very clear. He intends to
tell the tale of this duel of minds through the
people that are involved in it; therefore, giving
each of the characters an interesting personality that does not at all seem carbon or hollow.
The show also contains nuances when it comes
to methodical and environmental storytelling.
The viewer feels a wide array of emotions with

Ratings:
IMDb: 9.5/10
Google Reviews: 98%

Directors: Hansal Mehta, Jay
Mehta
Cast: Pratik Gandhi, Shreya
Dhanwanthary, Hemant Kher,
Nikhil Dwivedi
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Covi-Shot
Pramod Kumar Pandey
It was a time when there was mayhem
all around. Every day began with the
sad news of the demise of known
persons, coupled with the anxiety
of not being able to book a slot for
vaccination. Many of my friends
were getting vaccinated and posting their pictures after getting ‘the
jab’ and there was me who was constantly
struggling with the application. Finally, I found one slot
at a paid facility and registered myself. My first dose
was administered on May 19. It felt like an achievement. It was not just the antibodies that the vaccination
brought, but it also brought hope along with it. I am still
waiting to book my next appointment for the second
dose. We all need to be proactive in our efforts to get
vaccinated.

Sukriti Arora
Fortunately, I got both my shots
in time. The management
was great the first time.
Every person on site was
helpful, especially the police personnel. They were
polite and cooperative. People
also behaved in a civil manner,
maintained physical distancing voluntarily and stood in
queues without pushing one another; that’s a rare
sight in our country. The second facility wasn’t so
well organised. The vaccine doses arrived too late
and the authorities weren’t really prepared to deal
with people from two time slots turning up together but I remained patient. Thankfully, I suffered
only mild effects both times.

Piyush Pant
I got my first jab of vaccination
at EDMC PS in Mayur Vihar.
The management was incredible. There was proper social
distancing and the doctor was
very polite towards everyone.
The centre was well-ventilated
and was being sanitized at regular
intervals. After vaccination, within few hours, I had
a high fever that continued for two days straight.
Twelve hours after the jab, I felt achy, little run
down with slight throat pain. We were advised
not vto do any kind of fomentation on our arm. A
couple of painkillers like paracetamol were good
enough to ride through the pain and fever.

Prateek Chaudhary
I went to the JN Medical College,
AMU with my mother and a few
friends to get vaccination on
the 11th of May. We had a slot
booked for 11:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. After reaching there, we
stood in the line for 30-40 minutes
after which the medical staff called
us inside and we finally got our respective s h o t s .
We were asked to sit there for 30 minutes then they
gave us medicines and asked us to consume in case of
fever. My mother and I both had mild fever the next
day but we got over it soon. The fever did cause me
mild discomfort and body ache but nothing major.It
was overall a goodexperience; I didn’t have to struggle
a lot and got the shot easily.

“Now a myna can’t
even bathe in peace?”
Photo by Aneesha Sareen
2nd Semester, Sec A
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Faculty Achievements

Dr Manasvi Maheshwari participated at a threeday national level online workshop on ‘NAAC’s
Revised Guidelines forAccreditation and Assessment of Higher Education Institutions’ organised
by Edupass, Tamil Nadu.

Ms Manmeet Kaur and Mr Pramod Kumar Pandey presented their paper
titled ‘Students and Teacher Perception of online teaching: Learning and
Evaluation from the Prism of Uses and Gratification’ at an International
Conference organized by Maharaja Agrasen Institute of Management,
GGSIPU in association with International Partners as Waijat College of Applied Sciences Oman and Thammasat University, Thailand.
Ms Manmeet Kaur has successfully completed one-week online Faculty Development Program on “Psychological Skills for Effective Teaching and Learning” with Grade A. The FDP was organized by Teaching
Learning Centre, Ramanujan College University of Delhi, under Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya Mission of Teachers and Teaching scheme.

Page 16

June 2021 Fortnight 2 • 20 Pages • Volume 6 Issue 12

Brainstorming session on World Day against Child Labour
SPARC calls to unite against Evil of Child Labour
Rishabh Patel

152 million children worldwide are victims of child labour; 88 million are boys and 64 million are girls. To
create awareness and a momentum towards the eradication of this menace, World Day against Child Labour is
observed every year on June 12 across the world.
To commemorate this day, SPARC, the student council
of DME Media School organised an online event. The
programme was graced by Mr Miguel Das Queah, Child
Rights Activist, Founder and Executive Director, UTSAH, Guwahati who has provided social services and
legal support to more than 300 victims of child sexual
abuse through his NGO UTSAH. Mr Miguel is also a
member of the Child Labour Task Force.
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME, Media
School, while introducing the session, remarked that the
issue of child labour still prevails in India and expressed
concerns about the illegal adoption of children orphaned
by the COVID-19 pandemic. “This is just one part of the
whole story; we have to be cautious of this problem and
create awareness on this issue”, remarked Dr Saxena.
Dr Tinam Borah, Assistant Professor, DME Media
School, introduced and conducted a discussion with the
guest Mr Miguel Das Queah. The discussion broadly
covered different aspects and solutions of child labour.

Mr Queah gave thorough background about the ground reality of child labour.
He also elaborated on the reasons behind this deeply rooted
issue and discussed various solutions for the reduction of
this problem. “It’s important for media students to understand the magnitude of the problem because media is the
forum where we can see the winds of change.” said Mr
Queah while explicating the role of media professionals to
reduce this issue.
Apart from the discussion, the programme was marked
with several student performances highlighting various
aspects of the social evil. While Rishabh Patel shared an
audio visual depiction of how every child in the country
has the right to education, Pranjali Srivastava presented
a biographical feature on Kailash Sathyarthi. This was
followed by a skit performance, ‘Kathani Karni Nahi’ by
Naiteek Bhatt, Aryan Kapoor, Yash Bisht, Mahima Gupta,
Ananya Verma, Suhani Sarin, Shubham Kumar Singh and
Priya Mishra, a poetry ‘Bachpan ki Maut’ recited by Ishika
Wadhwa and a mime act ‘Chote Kaandhon par Badi Zimmedaari’ by Himani Sharma and Suchi Pathak.
Dr Susmita Bala addressed the gathering towards the end
of the show followed by a vote of thanks, given by Ananya
Verma, first-year student and member of SPARC.
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Students learn basics of Corel
Draw in an interactive workshop
Mudita Raj

To streamline training in a practical paper, particularly software-based subject like
Design & Graphics amidst the pandemic, DME Media School organised a two-day
workshop on Corel Draw on June 3-4, 2021 for the first-year students.
Ms Ritika Saxena, resource person for the sessions, began in an interactive manner. She discussed the foundations of Corel Draw and the difference between Raster and Vector images. She also emphasised the various professional uses of the
software. On the first day, once the theoretical overview was covered, Ms Saxena
discussed the multiple tools and effects on Corel Draw and how students could use
them effectively.She further taught the students about different saving formats and
colour schemes.
On the second day of the workshop, Ms Saxena discussed making of various design products including a calendar, cover page of a book, an invitation and a logo.
She shared her screen and demonstrated the work for students to understand the application of tools and effects for designing these products.
She then encouraged them to share their screen and discuss their doubts.
Students enthusiastically participated and shared their screens to show
their progress and asked several questions. Ms Ritika Saxena answered
them with interest and also left the door open for the students to approach her with queries after the workshop. The session ended with a
vote of thanks from Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School.

Poetic tribute to nature:
DME celebrates World
Environment Day
Ms Shanu Jain

On account of World Environment Day, the NSS Cell of
DME organised a virtual event titled ‘A Poetic Tribute to
Nature’ on June 4, 2021.The objective of the programme
was to express gratitude and reverence to Mother Earth
with a rhythmical touch.
The programme began with an address by Dr Ravikant
Swami, Director, DME. He said, “It reminds me of the
odes for nature we used to learn as kids in school and it’s
a wonderful way to pay tribute to the environment.” Dr
Smita Gupta, Convener of NSS Cell, also remarked on
the many a things nature does for us. “Every breath we
take is owed to the nature,” she said.
Several students and faculty members then recited their
favourite poems, verses, and couplets. The themes varied, ranging from praise for nature to raising awareness
through creative ways. This was followed by a screening
of a small video capturing the beautiful moments spent
with the environment by our faculty members and NSS
student volunteers. Participants then indulged in an open
house discussion on how they could collectively contrib-

ute in preserving and nurturing nature.
The event also saw Prof. (Dr) Ambrish Saxena, Dean,
DME Media School and Prof. (Dr) Susmita Bala, Head,
DME Media School in attendance. “Protecting the environment is a collective responsibility. We cannot simply leave
this task to governments and international organisations,”
Dr Saxena
vremarked. Dr Bala also talked about her love for gardening and taking care of the more than a hundred plants at
home.
Ms Shanu Jain and Dr Smita Gupta gave the closing remarks and thanked all the dignitaries and student volunteers for joining in and pledging to do their part towards
environmental causes.
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Global Media Education Council setup for
raising the standards of education and industry
Dr. Ambrish Saxena

Global Media Education Council (GMEC), a voluntary
organisation of media educators and practitioners, has
come into existence with the sole motive of ensuring qualitative improvement in media education and bridging the
gap between the academics and the industry. In its second
online meeting on May 29, senior media professionals
from all across the country gave vital suggestions for the
constitution of GMEC. This council shall contribute to the
learning approaches, tools and techniques of media education. It will also help in selecting the best entry-level talent
in media educational institutes. It shall work as a bridge
among the three stake-holders - media educators (institutes), learners (trainees) and the industry (recruiters).
Initiation and support for Council
Edinbox.in, educational portal from India, has mooted the
idea and is backing it up initially. The portal approached
known media educator Prof. Ujjwal K. Chowdhury to
convene the Council and help evolve it. The Council is
being established in India, first through a non-profit organisation by Indian law. Gradually it will have national
chapters, apart from a global organisation.
The founding members of the executive body of the council GMEC include Dr Bhaskar Das, Prof. KG Suresh, Prof.
Ujjwal K. Chowdhury, Mr Sandeep Marwah, Prof. Viveck
Vaswani, Prof. (Dr) Ambrish Saxena, Prof. Pradeep Kumar Mallik, Prof.Ram Mohan Pathak, Mr Ashish Kulkarni, Prof. Sajal Mukherjee, Prof. (Dr) Sanjeev Bhanawat,Dr
Monisa Qadri, Dr Ankuran Dutta, Dr Uma Shankar Pandey, Dr Gauri D. Chakraborty, Mr Shubho Sengupta, Dr
Rubal Kanozia, Dr V. Vijay Kumar, Dr Nikhil Kumar
Gouda, Dr Sapna M.S., Dr Nandini Lakshmikantha, Dr
Sunil Kanta Behera, Shri Jainendra Singh, Dr Anil Kumar Vadavathoor, Dr Mrinal Chatterjee and Dr Tabeenah
Anjum.
Need for standardization of syllabi
There is a wide-spread belief that much of the media,
communication and entertainment education in India and
elsewhere are not adequate for making the learners working professionals in the industry. And there is a need for
standardization of syllabi which must balance theory and
practice and the quality of the incoming learners and outgoing trained professionals.
In view of this, GMEC will from time to time suggest
syllabi on various niche media domains for consideration
of institutions. It shall also conduct standardized tests for
entry level learners and later exit level professionals, af-

ter their courses are over. There shall be counselling sessions for entry level media learners to help them make an
informed choice, along with psychometric tests to judge
their suitability for the profession.
Identification of new domains of learning
The COVID pandemic has brought the role of the web
led media to the forefront whereas our education of this
domain is still steeped in past methods, approaches and
tools. There is an urgent need to upgrade these to suit post
pandemic web led scenario, whether in journalism, entertainment or brand communication.
Hence, new domains of media and communication learning will have to be identified and nurtured. The Council
shall identify and suggest niche areas of learning within
media and communication, draft suggested content for
the same, and also prepare a list of experts (academic and
professional) who can mentor those areas for institutes to
contact and engage directly.
Need to bring industry and institute together
There is also an urgent need to bring together institutes/
universities and media organisations to mutually support
one another. To nurture fresh talent from educational organisations, master classes and practical exposure should
be offered by the corporate. The Council shall organise
seminars, Media Olympiad, conferences, faculty development programmes and train-the-trainers programmes
to assist the media and communication learning process
better.
The Council will frame a broad Common Entrance Test
pattern (All India Media Common Entrance Test: AIMCET) with sample question-paper for UG (in the first year)
and subsequently PG (various specializations) admission
tests. It will also institute Psychometric test for fresh Class
XII pass-outs to judge how suitable they are for the domain of media and communication.
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Gearing up for Goodbyes
Anshul Jaswal
To my dearest college, I am
feeling so nostalgic today as
I look into the kaleidoscope of
memories of yesteryears. I remember everything from my first day at DME, without any friends, to the last day with so many of
them; and not to mention the amazing teachers.
On so many days I would arrive early in college
to complete the assignments with my few friends,
eating lunches with them and chattering all day. It
was the best time of my life. Also, there were so
many learning opportunities at DME from cultural
events to academic conferences that made me better altogether. All this could not have been possible
without the help of our encouraging and supportive faculty members. Yet, time passes and so do
we from one stage to another.

Priyanshi Mehrotra
These years passed in a blink
of an eye and now it’s time
to say the hardest goodbye.
As I write this note, my mind is
swamped with flashbacks from college. It was a great experience doing the academic assignments and projects. I also had a great
time being an organizer in events such as CIFFI
and many others. Also, it was fun to click photos
against our famous red wall and getting out of the
class after every lecture and coming in late. I already miss the brownies and cheese maggie of our
canteen. DME brought some amazing people into
my life and that includes not only the friends but
also extremely supportive teachers from whom
I could seek help anytime and they were always
available. While it’s sad that my college life was
cut short, I would cherish it, forever.

Drishti Vohra
I never imagined that my college experience would span
only a year or so. And it’s heartbreaking to think that there will be
no more going to campus, hanging around in corridors, or getting late for lectures. The beginning
became the end so quickly; it was unimaginable! I
have to say goodbye to the people who made my
college life beautiful, without even seeing them
one last time. Teachers and friends who became
my family can now only be remembered. I’m
proud to be a DMEian. I have learnt so much here
each day that now I can tackle situations wisely.
I’m grateful to everyone who has helped me shape
into the person I am today. I’m not sure how to say
goodbye, but I know that I want to go back and
relive the two years that I missed at DME when
the pandemic ends.

Somya Bhaskar
Goodbyes and departures are
always painful but the gains
I made being at DME will always be cherished. The beautiful and
enriching time I had here was full of fun and happiness with exciting opportunities of learning new
things. This amalgamation of different elements
has made me who I am today. I am very grateful
to all the faculty members who made this journey
so smooth and beautiful. Each event that I got to
become a part of gave me the chance to learn new
and important skills. This has been a hell of a rollercoaster ride and very thankful to DME faculty
members who have had my back and have taught
me so much.
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