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With the widespread difficulties arising due to the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic in India, Guru
Gobind Singh Indraprastha University announced a two-week summer break with effect from May 5. So,
teaching remained suspended till May 15. The break gave the students and faculty members some muchneeded time to relax and re-collect themselves amidst the stress-induced pandemic.
Before the re-opening of the college in digital mode from May 17, an interactive session was held as
Solidarity Meet at DME Media School on Sunday May 16. The session allowed the faculty members and the
students to interact with each other and discuss issues arising due to the pandemic.
Dr Tinam Borah, Assistant Professor, DME Media School, moderated the session. She began by
acknowledging the challenges brought on by the pandemic and the need for solidarity in such difficult times.
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School, put forth the idea of focusing on the positives.
He offered support to everyone, adding, “Whatever happens, we will remain together morally and otherwise.
We are one family and we need to stand by each other.”
Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School, encouraged the students to defeat the challenges
in their path by working hard and helping each-other. She encouraged the students to feel free to reach out
for any help and ensured that necessary assistance would be provided.
Dr Manmeet Kaur, Ms Sukriti Arora and Mr Mohit Kishore Vatsa, Assistant Professors at DME Media School,
expressed their condolences to all who lost their loved ones and extended their support and care for the
students going through a tough time.
Ms Krishna Pandey, Dr Manasvi Maheshwari, Mr Mohd Kamil and Mr Pramod Kumar Pandey, Assistant
Professors at DME Media School, discussed the importance of mental health and the need to get vaccinated.
Furthermore, the importance of maintaining communication with teachers, friends and family was
highlighted by Ms Mudita Raj, Mr Sachin Nair and Ms Shruti VS, Assistant Professors at DME Media School.
Appreciating the courage and will to help shown by many students, Dr Borah remarked, “Even amidst the
pandemic, the way students continued to show up is a source of encouragement for all of us.”
The session resonated with positivity as the faculty members motivated students before the recommencement
of classes.
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Students open up about issues, seek
guidance during interactive session
Kausik Das

The second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic caused a stir in everyone's life. The
arising difficulties heightened the need for a channel of communication and
support for all. The interactive session organised by DME Media School on May 16,
offered a platform for discussion between students and the faculty members on the
prevalent issues stemming from the pandemic.
The faculty members of DME Media School recognized the significance of the
challenges caused by the pandemic and offered support to the students. Students
were encouraged to share any issue faced by them and to discuss and find
necessary solutions.
Dr Manmeet Kaur, Assistant Professor, DME Media School, identified the query of
students regarding fee concession in light of financial crisis during the pandemic.
Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head, DME Media School, acknowledged the issue
and assured that necessary steps will be taken.
Final-year student, Rimjhim Dubey, spoke about the lack of practical training in
the time of digital classes. Dr Bala reassured students that the college will help
everyone develop practical skills once the physical mode of learning resumes.

Talking about the availability of jobs and the working of the placement committee
of Media School, Dr Bala informed the students that placement opportunities are
being forwarded timely. She suggested, “Try to fill all the forms and appear for the
interviews. Make the best of it.”
Second-year student, Prakhar Pandey, further discussed the timing of online
classes and the need for breaks. Dr Bala suggested taking a break when necessary
by informing the class mentor in case of any issue.
Students, Aakriti and Siddharth Kukreja, also requested information regarding the
date and mode of the upcoming exams. Dr Tinam Borah, Assistant Professor, DME
Media School, informed that the date of the exams will be notified to all students
once it is declared by the university. She mentioned that the online platform
developed for the exams will most likely be used.
Ms Sukriti Arora, Assistant Professor, DME Media School, suggested the sharing of
already-prepared study materials to the students to assist their learning process.
The session helped students to reach out to the faculty members for their needs and
doubts.

Covi-Shot
It was difficult to get a vaccination slot
but after getting a slot I got my first jab
of the vaccine. At the vaccination center
the process was very smooth and firm
with proper social distancing and safety
measures. I felt fantastic after my first
dose of the vaccine but later on that day
I experienced mild fever and body ache.
But after 24 hours everything was back
to normal.

I got vaccinated on May 4 and got the
slot quite easily. At first, I was very
nervous because of my fear of needles
but when I got my shot I didn't even feel
it which was a good thing. After that I
was taken to the observation room for
30 minutes to see if I had any reactions
to the vaccine and was instructed to
take paracetamol in case of fever.

Vani Mishra

Somya Saxena

I got my first dose of vaccine on May 3
in Delhi. I felt relieved after getting
jabbed but it was a whole lot of
experience. The actual struggle was
getting a slot and I was lucky enough to
get one. At the center where I was going
to get vaccinated no one, not even a
single person was following covid
norms. After getting vaccinated I had a
mild fever and body ache.

I got my first jab of Covaxin on May 12
in a government school. The school was
well maintained, and social distancing
was practiced while we were in the
waiting area. There were two nurses,
one kept chatting to me and I hardly
even realized that I already got the
injection. The whole process was
smooth and very convenient. Later, I
had a little body-ache as a side-effect.

Priya Tomar

Aditi Kothari
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Cinema through the eyes of a film-maker

Cyrus Dastur examines the future of cinema post-COVID
Vaishnavi Nair

DME Media School presents
Series of Special Lectures on

B.G. Verghese

Journalism & Mass Communication

Lecture Series

Topic

Future of Cinema
in the
Post COVID World

27th May 2021
3.00pm onwards
B 12, Sector 62, Noida
Tel.: 7042667951, 7042667516

dme.ac.in

/dmenoida

/dmenoida

/dmenoida

In the latest edition of the BG Verghese lecture series on May 27, DME Media
School hosted Mr Cyrus F. Dastur, Founder, SHAMIANA, Asia's largest short
film company based in Mumbai. Dastur, who is known to have
revolutionized the short film industry in India, spoke on the topic 'Future of
cinema in post COVID world'.
Introducing Mr Dastur to the house, Dr Susmita Bala, Professor and Head,
DME Media School, also gave a brief idea about the session. She said, “In
view of COVID-19 pandemic, films have got a beating. So, there are
apprehensions all-around. Mr Dastur will help us in understanding the
impact of the pandemic on the present and future of film production.”

Guest Speaker:

Mr Cyrus F. Dastur

Founder, SHAMIANA,
Asia's Largest Short Film Company,
Mumbai

YouTube, on which films are run on revenue basis."
Dr Saxena, expressed his gratitude towards the guest and mentioned that the
lecture was attention-grabbing.Adding his concluding remarks to the
session, he commented, “Film is such a subject matter that interests
everyone, whether or not someone needs to form a movie or not. However, in
any case, everyone watches and takes interest in films. Films have
continually been there for the past one-hundred years in this country.”
Moderator for the session, Ms Manmeet Kaur, Assistant Professor, DME
Media School concluded the session with a vote of thanks.

Mr Dastur began his lecture by building a premise of the current scenario of
the world of cinema. He stated, “Theaters are big companies, so they won't
open until they know that there will be a steady supply. This is similar to a
cycle; viewing movies is enjoyable, but it is discretionary expenditure. When
the economy improves, people will prioritize meeting their basic needs. In a
country such as India, cinema is a low priority.”
Post his session, students and teachers also used the occasion to raise some
queries regarding OTT platforms taking over theatres in the near future. Dr
Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School, inquired about the
commercial aspect of short film-making. Mr Dastur answered, "There are
bunch of platforms that are shopping for short films. If the films aren't sold,
there is an alternative choice. There are platforms like MX Player and
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Students of Media School enact Ministers and Journalists in
Mock Press Conference
Lakshya Bisht

As part of academic training and practical assignment of the subject Basics of
Public Relations Lab, the students of fourth semester, Section B, of DME
Media School organised a Mock Press Conference on 22nd of May on zoom
platform. The conference was based on the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethical Codes) Rules 2021,
notified by the Government of India under Information Technology Act,
2000.
The mock press conference aimed at addressing the various ethical issues
pertaining to the misuse of OTT platforms in the entertainment sector. The
objective was also to discuss the merits and demerits of OTT platforms and
online news portal usage under the purview of Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting and IT Ministry.
For students, it was indeed a learning exercise since they experienced finer
nuances of organising and holding a press conference. They also got an
insight into how media tries to get the maximum out of the government
through its probing questions.
Students Ansh Kumar Pandey, Rohit Gupta, Ashish Rawat & Lalit Purohit
respectively personified the roles of Mr Ravi Shankar Prasad, Union Minister
for Law & Justice, Communications, Electronics & IT of India and Mr Prakash
Javadekar, Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Union Minister of Information & Broadcasting and Heavy Industries & Public

Enterprises, Mr Amit Khare, Secretary, Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, Government of India and IAS officer Mr Ajay Prakash
Sawhney.
The conference also saw the students as journalists representing prominent
media houses and putting forward probing questions on the freedom of
content and how the ministry plans to regulate it amounting to interference
in the fundamental right to freedom of expression. Questions were also asked
on how government plans to control the unchecked flow of international
content on platforms like YouTube, Netflix. Ethical issues and commercial
aspects of the OTT platforms were also taken up during the question and
answer session in the conference.
The background team of Shreya Jha, Sommya Saxena, Shiv Dhawan and
Prakhar Pandey worked throughout with the students to make the conference
a success. The tireless efforts of the students who acted as journalists are also
noteworthy.
The effort of the class was well lauded by Dr. Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME
Media School and Dr. Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School who were also
present during the conference. Both of them provided a thorough analysis of
the event and gave recommendations to the participating students. Ms.
Krishna Pandey, Assistant Professor, and faculty coordinator for this activity,
expressed her gratitude to the viewers and participants of the event.
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Radio Intersect's Uncage unravels creative,
emotional side of DMEians
Yashika Aggarwal

Amidst the depressive effects of the second wave of the pandemic, a much
needed relief came in the form of an evening filled with poetry, laughter,
stories and happy conversations in the second edition of Uncage-set your
blues free, a virtual open mic organised by Radio Intersect- the radio society
of DME. Held on 26 May on Zoom, the event provided a safe space for the
students as well as professors to share their creativity, thoughts on topics
close to their hearts and their experiences of dealing with the pandemic.
The host for the evening was Kshitij Sharma, a second-year student of the
Media School.
Students who participated in the event were Ananya Verma, Aayushi Verma,
Ishika Wadhwa, Kanishka Malhotra, Muskan Baweja, Priya Mishra, Rohit
Gupta, Munna Saifi, Shruti Pandey, Somya Bhaskar, Tapas Saha and
Yashika Aggarwal. Apart from students, a few members of the faculty also
participated in the open mic.
While Ms Mudita Raj, Assistant Professor, DME Media School talked about

the importance of remaining positive during these difficult times, Ms Shanu
Jain, Assistant Professor, DME Management School shared her experience of
helping her neighbour cope with the pandemic. Mr Sachin Nair and Dr Tinam
Borah, Assistant Professors, DME Media School both performed self written
poetry on 'teachers' and 'digital lives' respectively.
The team also screened a video titled “I too am a Covid Warrior” capturing
video messages from students on their experiences of fighting the pandemic.
The evening was further brightened up with the participation of Dr Ambrish
Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School and Dr Susmita Bala, Head,
DME Media School in the event. Dr Saxena's dramatic reading of Saadat
Hasan Manto's famous story “Khol Do” and Dr Bala's beautiful poem “Choti
si chidiya” on her conversation with a little bird delighted the students.
The evening was concluded with a departing note by Shubham Mandal and
vote of thanks by Yashika Aggarwal, student convenors of Radio Intersect.
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Healthy lifestyle, mindfulness can help beat the pandemic blues,
says Mr Vikas P Uttank
Anjali Pathak

At a time when the pandemic is raging, the greatest way to keep mentally,
physically, and emotionally healthy is to be active and focus on the good
things that life has to offer. Spending time with loved ones and catching up
with things that you have been putting off for a while could be therapeutic in
such testing times, according to Mr Vikas P Uttank, well-renowned Journalist
and Wellness Expert.
In an engaging webinar on 'Wellness in the time of pandemic', organized by
DME Media School on June 31, 2021, Mr Uttank said people should have a
daily structured routine and maintain it for their emotional well-being.
People, who have double the workload, need to take care of their physical
health, “Be kind to yourself and make sure you take out few hours from your
daily life to focus on your physical wellbeing,” he said.
It is better to limit the use of gadgets, he suggested. “Gadgets are addictive
as they help appease the mind's constant demand for stimulation.” He

encouraged the attendees to read books and practice mindfulness. Anxiety
helps people stay safe to some extent. “Keep your emotional health in check
by remaining confident, and getting enough sleep is important. A good
night's sleep of 7-8 hours and 20 minutes of physical activity can help you
release natural endorphins, which will make you happier and more
energetic”, he stated.
The session was followed by an extensive Q&A session, moderated by Ms
Mudita Raj, Assistant Professor, DME Media School, which saw many
poignant queries being raised and addressed.
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School, commented on the
importance of physical health during the time of the pandemic. Concluding
the session with a vote of thanks, Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media
exemplified the positive influence a healthy body can make on a person's life
and reiterated the need to maintain a healthy lifestyle.
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Culture Cinema 2021: Online curtain raiser held on May 21
Kirti Singh

Culture Cinema 2021, a unique concept-based film festival, being supported by
UNESCO New Delhi Office, CIFEJ, and JLF Litfest, among others, will be
organised in July 2021. An Online Curtain Raiser was organised on 21st May
2021, the UN-declared World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue &
Development, announcing this.
The theme for this festival is Prosperity, Development, and Peaceful CoExistence via Cinema. This festival is open to receive films in 21 unique
categories including History, Music, Festivals, Art & Artisans, Architectural
Heritage, Education, Social Practices, and many more.
The festival has already received over a hundred entries from 27 countries so far
according to Mr Praveen Nagda, Festival Director, who was also a close
associate of CIFFI 2020. Cineaste international film festival of India – ICFFI is
organised by DME Media School, Delhi Metropolitan Education in association
with Deakin University, Melbourne.
Delhi Metropolitan Education supports Culture Cinema 2021 and its students
are ready to participate in this unique film festival.

Mr Eric Falt, Director, UNESCO New Delhi Office congratulated the organisers
and highlighted the need for such festivals to bring in global citizenship.
Mr Sanjoy Roy, Managing Director of Teamwork Arts, talked about the culture
being the mainstay of any society, providing a social & historical context,and
presenting an opportunity to explore and experience other societies,
philosophies & histories.
Mr Ashish Kulkarni, Chairman, AVGC, FICCI and Founder of Punnaryug Artvision
Pvt. Ltd., stressed upon how various cultures of the world introduce numerous
ways of thinking and presentation, giving us insights into peaceful coexistence.
Prof. Ujjwal K. Chowdhury, ProViceChancellor, ADAMAS University, talked about
how the commonality of issues that people have across nations can be portrayed
through cinema.
Mr Jitendra Mishra, President, CIFEJ contemplated Cinema to be the most
powerful medium to educate, entertain, empower, and engage the audience.
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Festival Director, CIFFI 2020, and Professor and Dean, DME
Media School opined about Cinema and culture going hand in hand.

Culture Cinema 2021: All set to celebrate World Cultures via Cinema
Culture Cinema Film Festival is expected to be simultaneously organized in a
hybrid fashion involving leading academic institutions, cinema chains, and
other cultural hotspots in the country ensuring a larger spread. This 5-day event
in July will feature intellectual exchanges, filmmaking workshops, panel
discussions, and open forums with global participation.
Sessions will include curated panel discussions by JLF Litfest involving noted

authors, special interactive programmes on the Indian animation industry,
CIFEJ members from the world over will have special workshops of children,
panel discussion of academic heads of leading filmmaking institutions, panel
discussion of international festival directors and similar intellectually
stimulating activities will be organised for the cinema loving audience.
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A Dive into the Bliss
Drishya Madhur

“The pure, the bright, the beautiful, that stirred our hearts
in youth, the impulse to a wordless prayer, the dreams of
love and truth; the longings after something lost, the
spirit's yearning cry, the striving after better hopes …
these things can never die…”
The Night Train at Deoli and Other Stories by Ruskin bond
is a collection of 30 short stories of love, of innocence, of
loneliness, of hills, of grandparents, of trees, bees and
butterflies, of the rain, of the sun, of girls with big black
eyes, of love-struck boys, of trains, of you and of me.
Ruskin Bond is an eminent contemporary Indian writer of
British descent. He prolifically authored inspiring
children's books and was awarded the Sahitya Akademi
Award to honor his work of literature. In The Night Train at
Deoli and Other Stories he has depicted 30 short and
simple stories of simple folk in the pure and unspoilt land
of the hills, forests, the bazaars and its flora and fauna.
Ruskin Bond has woven magic into words that are definite
to send the reader into a time warp and beg for the
romanticism of the old days to make its appearance again.
The narration of every story depicts a relationship between

FILM
Series
&
WEB Review
Yuvraj Kakar

The Book- The Night Train at Deoli and
Other Stories
Language- English
Author- Ruskin Bond
Price- Rs. 211/-

two people said and unsaid; the relationship of love and
friendship and family and friends. Amidst the chaos of city
life and its rat race, these stories are the perfect dose to
make you think and ponder about the beauty hidden in the
simplest of events.
The book is not about espionage, mystery, suspense or
murder but more to its little towns, villages and its folk. It
gives a feeling of satisfaction as it connects you to the
reality of life, the actual struggles, heartbreaks, happiness
and actual loss.
The stories make you feel like you're close to the characters
and they're whispering their thoughts, personal views to
you. It is comprised of unbiased, natural characters and
simple yet effective stories that grab at your heart straight
away when you read them. Ruskin Bond paints beautiful
pictures in your mind, making you literally live in his world.
Ratings:
Good reads: 4.2/5
Audible.in: 4.8/5
Amazon: 4.5/5

Ajeeb Daastaans
An anthology hitting the mark just right

Yet another successful addition to Netflix's library of
grounded and ambitious dramas; Ajeeb Daastaans,
as the name suggests, tells various stories within the
span of 144 minutes, each one being 'Ajeeb' in their
own right and explores various themes that most films
or shows in the Indian “market” are too afraid to
tackle.
From putting on display and fully exploring the
deepness of what one feels when stuck in a loveless
marriage, to watching the evils of systemic
discrimination against certain castes unfold through
the first hand experience of a factory worker who
dared to dream, Ajeeb Daastaans doesn't shy away
when it comes to powerful visual storytelling.
The storytelling is only further perfected with its strong
writing and grounded dialogues which also happens
to be a strong point of the entire film along with the
music. Music, meant to tell a quarter of the story by
inducing emotion within the viewer does just that.
Each story has its own unique soundtrack that fits in
about perfectly.

Directors: Kayoze Irani, Neeraj Ghaywan,
Shashank Khaitan, Raj Mehta
Cast:
Nushrat Bharucha,
Fatima Sana Sheikh,
Aditi Rao Hydari, Shefali Shah.
Written by: Shashank Khaitan, Sumit Saxena,
Neeraj Ghaywan, Uzma Khan

Ratings:
Rotten Tomatoes: 100%
IMDb: 6.7/10
Times of India: 3.5/5

With the writing being a strong suit of the film, the cast
does it justice with strong and impactful deliveries by
impeccable talents such as Aditi Rao Hydari, Konkona
Sen, Jaideep Ahlawat and Nushrat Bharucha.
Though almost free of any forced expository dialogue,
the film does however tries to hold the audience's
hands in some instances, however that is certainly
overshadowed by how well-written the plots are in
their entirety.
With the manner in which it's written, the individual
characters and their depth, its subversion of
expectations and how deep its soundtrack goes, this is
an anthology done right. Ajeeb Daastaans is a must
watch experience for all audiences alike.
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Pandemonials
The second wave of the pandemic spelt tough times for several members of the DME fraternity.
Some of them shared their stories with the Newsletter team:

All students wonder when they can get back to the typical everyday life. I
don't think it is possible to get back to normal for upcoming two or three
months. The lockdown is extremely awful for any student's satisfaction and
emotional wellness. We have been unable to meet friends and fulfil our own
satisfactions since the pandemic. It's been a very long time. We have
advanced our learning with the assistance of various computerized tools.
The pandemic has shown us the importance of family. We had to undergo a
stressful time when my dad confronted COVID. He had to isolate himself and
undergo medical treatment. It was like a bad dream.
At last, after a month, his reports were negative. We could breathe now.
However, the immense suffering and mental pressure has instructed us that
we need our internal solidarity to handle any circumstance. We all need to
focus on one another. Afterall, we are not living in fear. We are living in
faith.

As the daily cases started trolling at 1-2 lakhs daily it caused a terrifying
impact on society, and community spread of the novel virus was confirmed
this time. I was at first witnessing all of these over social media, but then it
started happening in my family. My uncle was the first one in my family to
experience this effect; we urged the local administration at Dhanbad district
to help him out. Fortunately, he got timely admission to a hospital after
testing positive, and recovered finally.During the second wave, I was
determined to reach out to people who were in need. I helped several people
who were posting urgent messages for hospital beds, oxygen cylinders,
ambulances, ventilators and injections. Many lives were saved, some could
not make it. I lost my brother-in-law, grandmother, and cousin. My mind
was depressed, but I knew that this time will pass. The greatest lesson that
COVID-19 taught us is that together we can fight even a tough battle.

Rohit Gupta

Aastha Sharma

I remember in the mid of February, I was happy about things almost coming
back to normal. People were casual as restrictions were eased. In March
when the second wave struck, we took a reverse gear back to lockdown. The
month of April was most hard for my known ones and me. The health system
fell short of all help and everyone was on their own. My relatives, teachers,
and friends got infected with this Virus. We all used stay awake till 3 a.m.
trying to contact multiple people for resources and save souls. The stress was
turning into sorrow and anger. We sailed through the hardest times, yet we
lost some important people. That period of 2 weeks was too stressful and
agony-filled.This wave is receding now. But, the scars of this wave will take
a long haul to fill up. My prayers are for those who lost this battle.

A year that keeps bringing misfortune and sadness caught us in its grasp as
well. It was the month of May when my father was diagnosed with typhoid
and pneumonia, following which he suffered from Covid-19. The process of
even getting a bed for a patient was really difficult. With the help of some
special sources, finally my father got admitted in Fortis Hospital. All my
family members took the test for Covid-19 and unfortunately I and my
mother tested positive. By God's grace, my sibling tested negative.
Me and my mother had to undergo quarantine of 10 days at DivyaJyoti
Hospital in Ghaziabad, a hospital that doesn't even have basic facility of
bandage. In such a condition, some of our society and family members
helped us alot, while on the other hand, some of them shunted us. After such
bad life experiences, a glimmer of hope was found. I along with my mother
and father got discharged from hospitals.

Ansh Pandey

Priya Yadav

We all know that the time we are going through is very tough and
unpredictable, but there is still hope left in humanity. If you notice around
yourself in these difficult and hard times, people are helping each other by
any means and coming forward for each other, whether by social media or
any other medium. People are providing free oxygen-free food for the covid
patients and free medicines too and when I needed help people came
forward. My grandfather tested positive for Covid- 19 and he had an
infection in his lungs but we took precautions and measures as fast as we
could and arranged the oxygen cylinders, concentrators, and medicines. He
has been in recovery since then; he is slowly and gradually doing well. I
would say if we take proper precautions and measures at the right time, we
can recover ourselves and ensure recovery of our loved ones from this
pandemic. At this time,the best possible way to overcome this pandemic is
to follow covid appropriate behaviour and to get vaccinated for your interest.

Sleeping and waking up to some or the other bad news, social media filled
with people screaming for help, people losing their loved ones, small children
who are not even one or two years of age losing their parents. It was a heartwrenching situation. I was just praying every day for everyone to be safe and
sound. But then one morning, my aunt called us, and just in a blink, I lost a
family member, my uncle. My father was in a create shock, panicking and
sobbing. We lost him due to covid-19 and the worst part is that no one knew
he was positive. He was asymptomatic. After that, we didn't even get the
corpse. Later my aunt and her son were tested positive. The situation was
getting worse day by day. Then, gradually things recovered. My experience
with this pandemic was very difficult to handle, along with our physical
health we had to be strong mentally and emotionally. Please take care of
yourself and get vaccinated. I am so much thankful for everyone who helped
in every possible way, my classmates, my friends, and my relatives too

Ashish Rawat

Aditi Srivastava
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Gearing up for Goodbyes

I have been saying this since day one and I'll say it again for the
thousandth time, DME is home away from home. It's a safe place,
that not only provides you with endless opportunities, but also
gives you the environment you need to discover yourself.
Wasn't it just yesterday when I first entered the college premises? I
mean, that's definitely how it feels like. The fact that our college
life is almost over and we have spent the last 1.5 years staying at
home, taking online classes is sad, but I am looking back with a
smile on my face, seeing how far we've come.
My time in DME was incredibly fun and interesting, and I met the
best set of people during these 3 years. I participated in events,
organised events, and anchored to my heart's content. The journey
was amazing! And although it breaks my heart to even think that
things are not going to be the same as they were 2-3 years ago, I
have finally come to the realisation that life is all about moving on
while tightly holding onto the beautiful memories we made in the
past.
Thank you DME, let's meet again soon.

Shinjini Tripathi

The day I entered my classroom was the day my journey to
unlocking my inner potential took its toll. At first, I didn't realize
that I would be getting an environment where I can introspect
myself, but all my beloved teachers and friends made me realize
the opposite.
It is indeed heartbreaking for me to write a departing note, as I
didn't realize that my years in college would be ending this
early. But the exposure that I got, the teachings I received, and
most importantly the assignments gave me the potential to at
least take the first step to be independent in life and stand tall
among other people in the media industry.
I am an average introvert kid who chose to defy the dogmas of
this world. I would like to tell you that if you have the mindset of
achieving greatness and becoming the successful person you
often dream about, then you're in the right place. I wish every
one of my fellow juniors all the best in framing the best careers
they can think of.

Mohsin Alqab

College is a journey unlike any other- beautiful and exciting,
unique and ugly, but the best time of my life. I never thought that a
day like this would come up so early when I have to bid farewell to
my college. The knowledge that DME shared with me and the
learning it brought can't be compared with anything.
I would like to thank Harjeet sir who played a pivotal part in my
life and help me shape my photography skills. I never thought I
could follow my photography passion without his help. From
taking part in all the events as a photographer to creating a page
on Instagram, he had supported me. Thank you for showing me
the right path and taking out best in me.
The moment of leaving DME after the end of the semester is full of
mixed emotions for me.
It is with a heavy heart that I say goodbye to my college. I can't
thank you enough for the lessons you've taught me. I'll always
cherish good bonds I made with all the teachers and got some
really cool and honest friends who turned out to be my family.
DME has been one hell of a journey with so many ups and downs.

Dhriti Singhal

Any new beginning stems from the end of a previous one. So, after
three years of incredible journey, it's finally time to say goodbye. It's
been a journey full of memories and adventures. I've seen myself
grow since my first year, and it feels great to be where I am now, a
powerful and independent woman. College has played a significant
role in my transformation from an introvert to an extrovert.
DME has always felt like home to me, and everyone from friends to
teachers has played a significant role in my life in some way. This
place has provided a wealth of both positive and negative
experiences, but each one has taught a valuable lesson. Along with
experience, this place has provided me with some truly awesome
people, for whom I will be eternally grateful.
In terms of the course, with the passage of time, each semester has
acquired a new ability. I had hoped to finish college in a better way,
but the pandemic has changed everything. I'm only looking for the
best in order to improve the situation for everyone.
I feel happy to be a part of DME and big thanks to the entire faculty
for being supportive always. Best wishes for the new batch and the
ones to come.

Ishita Tadiyal
Page 10

June 2021 Fortnight 1

16 Pages

Volume 6 Issue 11
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Nitin Sharma - DME's own Singing Star
Nitin Sharma, third year student of DME Media School, is a
DME has given me immense support during this journey of
musician and actor and has participated in various inter
mine, I'd like to express special gratitude to a few teachers
college competitions where he has bagged several prizes.
who really supported me, Manmeet Ma'am, Parul Ma'am,
Nitin has done a commercial advertisement for TVS motor
Sanchita Ma'am, Pramod sir, Kamil Sir, Deepika Ma'am,
bike as main lead, a digital ad for a hair product and acted in
Sumantra Sir and our director Dr Ravikant Swami sir.
& written a song 'Manzoore Khuda' (available on Spotify,
What advice would you like to give your
Apple Music, Saavn, and Amazon music.
juniors for their future endeavours?
Read excerpts from his interview hereI'd just like to say follow your passion, never lose faith in
yourself, always be confident, never give up and learn as
How did your journey start in the field of music?
much as you can in these years. Also, don't forget to have
Co-curricular activities have always been my strong point and
fun during this time.
I've always managed to bag positions in various dance and
sports competitions. I was also a national level Floor-ball
player as my interests were initially inclined towards sports
and dance. Later, in class 12 I started participating in singing
Nitin Sharma
competitions and learnt to play guitar on my own where I
Your most cherished student-teacher memory
realised that it was more than just a hobby. Gradually I
started teaching how to play guitar to people and uploaded videos of myself singing The reactions Deepika ma'am and Sanchita ma'am gave me when they heard me
online where people appreciated me. I started doing shows in different states and sing for the first time.
participated in various competitions and then I wrote my first song ever 'Manzoore
Lamest excuse used to get out of work?
Khuda'.
Do you want to pursue a career in this field or is it something else I used to tell the teachers that I've to pay back the canteen wale bhaiya for tea, so
that I could leave class.
that you aspire to become?
I really want to continue working in this field. Apart from being into music and Favourite subject and favourite teacher
singing songs, I've also been giving auditions for acting since class 11 and I've Favourite teachers are Kamil sir, Sanchita ma'am and Sumantra sir and the
recently done an advertisement in TVS motors and various other digital ads as well. respective subjects they taught were also my favourite.
Any one thing you regret doing or not doing?
How did lockdown impact your life?
It had a huge impact, I had to do everything at home, I got less work comparatively Not submitting the assignments on time is one regret that I have.
but I still managed to collaborate with other musicians online. It was indeed tough Favourite place in the campus
but I still managed to continue taking classes and did live shows with other
musicians. I also uploaded my own videos, singing songs on social media Well if I have to pick a place, I'll choose the canteen,, that is where I used to play my
guitar all the time.
platforms.
What role has DME played in your life so far?
Interview by Shreya Jha

OUT OF
THE
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DME celebrates the
World Telecommunication Day 2021
Aamaan A. Khan

Emergence of telecommunication not only transformed the way humans
connect with each other but it gave birth to a whole new world of opportunities
for us to lead an advanced life. From rapid dissemination of information on
global scale to a massive shift from traditional to digital services,
telecommunication has extended our reach to the deepest parts of this planet.
It was May 17, 1969 when ITU (International Telecommunication Union) was
founded and since then May 17 is celebrated annually as the 'World
Telecommunication Day'. The day also marks the anniversary of the signing of
the first 'International Telegraph Convention'.
The theme for this year 'World Telecommunication Day' was kept as
'Accelerating Digital Transformation in challenging times' to highlight the
critical role of Information and Communication Technology in the COVID-19
crisis and to also shed light on the digital inequalities between and within
nations.
The ongoing pandemic which wreaked havoc across globe and has compelled us

to stay inside our accommodations since a year, has also made us realize the
significance of telecommunication in our life. During this COVID times,
telecommunication has played an integral role in fighting the ferocious virus
spread, be it the COVID helplines, digitally driven vaccination campaigns or
divulging vital information on the virus through numerous platforms.
While the technological advancement in telecommunication has
empoweredcountless people, it has also widened the digital rift because of
which the socio-economically weaker countries and people are left deprived of
such benefits.In the recent times these inequalities have been exposed by the
pestilence as the unprivileged have been battered far more due to inaccessible
facilities and lack of information. With acceleration in digital transformation, we
should also ensure to bring the weaker sections on par with those with better
access to technology as this is the only way to collectively progress towards an
advanced society.

LENS APE
Your life is in your hands, to
make of it what you choose
Photo by Kamal Kant
4th Semester, Sec A
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Mohit Kishore
Vatsa
The Encyclopaedic
Mind

Mr Mohit Kishore Vatsa is Assistant Professor at DME
Media School of Delhi Metropolitan Education. Prior
to joining DME, he worked with Madhu Bala
Institute of Communication & Electronic Media
(MBICEM) for over 5 years. Before that he had
worked with All India Radio's (AIR) Sports section
and General Overseas Service (GOS) as Sports
reporter cum Presenter and English Announcer,
respectively. He was an active part of the production
team of the Sports section of All India Radio which
covered many bilateral cricket series and the ICC
Cricket World Cup 2011. His interest lies in current
affairs and sports.
Being someone who is knowledgeable
and interested in sports, how do you see
the pandemic impacting sporting
tournaments in the country? How do you
think the sports media will be affected in
the near future?
First of all, thanks a lot for the compliment. I think
the pandemic has affected the sports and
entertainment industry severely. For instance – the
Summer Olympics were postponed for the first time
since the World War, Grand slam championship to
soccer tournaments, nearly all the major sporting
events were either postponed or cancelled across the
world.
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India witnessed a major sporting event only in the
third week of September 2020 when the 13th
edition of Indian Premier League (IPL) was
conducted in the UAE with very strict bio-bubble
rules. The tournament was played behind closed
doors without any spectators allowed to enter the
stadiums, except some members of franchisee
teams. This was really unprecedented but
nevertheless it set a benchmark for the other
organizers.
I think the sports media will be affected massively
especially in terms of the production crew and the
way broadcasters function. The business model may
change especially with regards to the sponsors and
audience.
You have previously worked with All
India Radio. What key areas do students
need to focus on to start a career in radio
programming and production?
I think there are many areas on which students
should focus. The first thing is scripting. You need to
learn the art of writing good scripts which connects
with the audience. For that to happen you need to
read a lot and research about a particular topic.
The second part is the presentation i.e.
pronunciation, pauses, stresses, intonation and rate
of speech while you speak on a particular topic.
The third aspect is editing. A student should be well
versed with the editing software and must have an
understanding of the medium. You must know where
to insert music and where to fade in or fade out the
same.
These all things can be learned and acquired but
firstly one must make a habit of listening to radio.
You have been associated with the
photography society, DME Frames.
Please share your experience.
Oh! It's been a wonderful experience. When I was
given the convenership of the society in August
2020, I wondered how I wouldengage the students
especially in the online medium. But, kudos to
students as the way they responded to these events
was unbelievable. They were very enthusiastic and
used to eagerly wait for events organized by the
society. Apart from that, it not only gave them an
opportunity to showcase their talent but also engage
themselves in something creative.
What is your takeaway on the need and
importance for co-curricular activities
during the pandemic?
It is absolutely necessary to engage students in these

co-curricular activities so that they get a welcome
break from their mundane routine and get
themselves involved in something that they love.
But, one has to strike a balance between organizing
these activities and academics. We need to give
students breathing space by organizing limited
events. One must focus on quality events rather than
quantity.
What has your experience been like
working from home as a teacher and a
mentor?
It's been a really daunting task to manage both
classes and household chores. As a teacher it's a
challenge to keep the students engaged for 50
minutes since there are lot of issues such as internet
connectivity, hardware and software issues to name
a few. Being a mentor has been even difficult
because you are not meeting the students on a daily
basis like before. I think technology here has been a
real enabler to fill that gap.I feel gradually we have
all evolved and accepted this medium.

Your favourite sport
Cricket
Your favourite pastime during the
lockdown
Watching web series and movies with my family,
playing with my four legged furry friend and buddyMambo, gardening and feeding the strays (dogs
and cows).
What interests you more -radio or video
production?
Now, that's a difficult choice to make since I have
professionally worked for radio and taught video
production. In video production, you still have the
video component and graphics to engage the
viewer. But, in radio it is your voice which plays the
major part. Hence, I would prefer radio over video
here.
Something you are looking forward to
I am desperately looking forward to getting enrolled
into a PhD programme as early as possible.
Interview by Kausik Das
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IN OTHER

N EWS

Dr Ambrish Saxena appears on
News18 Urdu as political analyst
Dr Ambrish Saxena, participated in a news discussion on 'Lakshadweep Culture
under Threat' as a political analyst on News 18 Urdu on May 28

Dr Saxena reviews PhD pre-submission
presentation at Amity
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School, attended the pre-submission
presentation of a PhD candidate as an External Expert in Amity University, Noida,
on May 28. It was organised by Amity School of Communication (ASCO).

World No-Tobacco Day Winning Posters
The Newsletter Team of DME Media School organised a Poster Making Competition on the occasion of Anti-Tobacco Day (31st May). Students
participated wholeheartedly and displayed their talent. Posters of the winners and the participants are displayed here

Drishya Madhur

Ananya

Sidharth
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World No-Tobacco Day Posters

Munna Saiﬁ

Ananya Verma

Mannat Chawla

Ashutosh Baghel

Piyush Pant
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Information
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Networks

#CommunicationRedeﬁned
1 - 10 July, 2021
st

th

Deadlines for Submission

Opening Notiﬁcation of ICAN4
Deadline for submission of Abstracts
Notiﬁcation of Abstract
Deadline for Registration
Deadline for Submission of Full Paper
Deadline for publication of Conference
Proceedings with Abstracts
Deadline for publication of books with
Conference Papers

December 21, 2020
April 30, 2021
May 10, 2021
May 15, 2021
May 17, 2021
May 30, 2021
June 10, 2021

Organized by

In Collaboration with

DME Media School
Delhi Metropolitan Education, Noida
(New Delhi, NCR)
Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University,
New Delhi, India

School of Communications and
Creative Arts, Faculty of Arts
and Education
Deakin University, Melbourne,
Australia

ican.dme.ac.in
ican@dme.ac.in

/ican.dme
/ican.dme
/dme tv
/in/ican-dme

Knowledge Partners
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