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Scholars discuss media coverage of rape and
sexual harassment of women in the Global South
Priyanka Naithani

Too many women in South Asia and elsewhere have
come to embrace sexual abuse and violence as part of
their daily lives, which is very disturbing. Social media
has made it possible to name-and-shame suspected
sexual assault offenders almost immediately. When the
#MeToo hashtag went viral in 2017, it highlighted
gender discrimination, sexual harassment, and abuse. In
the digital age of women's rights, it was a landmark
moment. But along with that it also highlighted the
minuscule or rather very biased role the media played in
such cases.
Discussing along the same lines, a scholastic panel
discussion was organized by the Institute for
International Journalism, E.W. Scripps. Ohio University
in collaboration with Delhi Metropolitan Education,
Noida, Center for Border and Global Journalism, The
University of Arizona, Asia Pacific Media Educator, Dr.
Anamika Ray Memorial Trust, India, and South Asia
Communication Association. The topic for the discussion
was “Media Coverage of Rape and Sexual Harassment of
Women in the Global South.”
Dr Pallavi Guha, Assistant professor, Towson University,
USA, started the discussion by referencing some of the
case studies from her book. Talking about the #MeToo
campaign, she said, “#MeToo impact was different in
urban, rural and semi-rural areas. It made ripples but it
did not reach everywhere. The Digital divide is making
rural people vulnerable.” Dr. Guha also spoke about the
positive and negative influence of social media on the
victims' lives, “Social media empowers the victims but it
also puts them in precarious positions,” she said.
Taking the discussion forward, Dr Rasha El-Ibiary,
Assistant Professor, Future University, Cairo, Egypt,

reiterated the role of social media and its major impact.
Citing various examples from the Egyptian society, Dr ElIbiary talked about the influence of government and the
biasedness of media coverage in the country. “Media has
become a tool in the hands of the government; regional
policies and media biasedness shield the perpetrators.”
She also pointed out the influence of various political,
economical and social factors in sexual harassment cases.
Dr S.M. Shameem Reza, Associate Professor, University of
Dhaka, Bangladesh, talked about the lack of gender
representation in news industry being one of the reasons
of such tone deaf narratives of sensitive issues. “I can't
remember any female editor in any of the mainstream
news handles.” He further showed concern about the lack
of ethical guides followed by local news handles. “Media
waits for something to happen, cover it for a few weeks
then it disappears until something else happen again.”
He emphasised on the need of follow up of such cases to
ensure accountability.
The session was moderated by Dr Jeannine Relly, Director
of Global Initiatives, Center for Border and Global
Journalism, University of Arizona. Dr Jatin Srivastava,
Director, Institute for International Journalism, E. W.
Scripps School of Journalism, Ohio University and Asia
Pacific Media Educators called for papers on theme
“Inward and Outward: Sexual violence and gatekeeping
in news and social media platforms”
Representing Delhi Metropolitan Education, Prof.
Ambrish Saxena, Dean and Prof. Susmita Bala, Head,
DME Media School attended the session. The faculty
members and students of DME Media School also
participated in the enriching session.

Dr. Rasha El-Ibiary, Assistant Professor, Future University Cairo

Dr SM Shameem Reza, Associate Professor, University of Dhaka Bangladesh

Dr Pallavi Guha, Assistant Professor, Towson University, USA

Dr Jeannine Relly, Director for Global initiatives, CBGJ, University of Arizona USA
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Ms Shriya Singh, Student Convener, Cine Treasures Society

DME Cine Treasures holds an
orientation session for newcomers
Manmeet Kaur and Shreya Sinha

rd

To develop more enthusiasm and appreciation for cinema amongst students, DME Cine
Treasures, the film appreciation society of DME conducted an orientation session for first year
students of all three schools. The session held on March 15 was conducted through zoom
platform and 25 students attended the session
Ms Shriya Singh, student convener of Cine Treasures society welcomed newcomers to the first
orientation session. She explained the working structure of the society and briefed about the
events that were held post pandemic to make the zeal and enthusiasm alive among students
in the online mode of teaching and learning.
Ms Manmeet Kaur, Convener DME Cine Treasures and Assistant Professor at DME Media
School briefed about the society since the day of its inception. The society works with an
objective to appreciate and love cinema with different perspectives. She informed how the
students from all streams used to come to watch movies and participated in post movie
discussion with keen interest during the pre-covid years. Cine Treasures screened its first
movie--'Kati Patang' starring superstar Rajesh Khanna.
Over the years, the best classic films were selected and screened through efforts of student
members of the society. Amidst COVID-19, the society came with new ideas where connection
with cinema established through online mode. The session was informative for new comers
and they were guided to join the society by filling the registration form.
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Meraki offers insight into student
minds through Tasveer
Sukriti Arora and Ms Shanu Jain
Every picture tells a story and every story deserves to be told. With this motto in mind, Meraki
Society for Mental Health at DME organised a virtual photography competition titled, Tasveer
on March 15 via Zoom application. Ms Chaitra Nambiar, alumna of DME Media School and Ms
Sanvi Bhatia, final-year student of DME Law School were judges for the event.
The primary motive of the competition was to provide the students an opportunity to capture
and communicate their state of mind through the metaphor of a photograph. A total of 14
shortlisted participants from across the institute showcased their works and offered creative
insights into their thoughts.
While Aatman Sharma of BA(JMC) bagged third position, Garima Bajaj of BA(LLB) was
awarded with the second prize. The winner of the competition was Pulkit Juneja of BBA (LLB).

Brand new series of radio programme released
on podcast platforms by Radio Intersect
Meghna Bakshi

Five new series of radio programmes have been produced by the team of Radio
Intersect, the radio society of DME, which are being released on three major podcast
platforms- Spotify, Google Podcasts and iTunes. To formally introduce these programs
and this new initiative to the DME fraternity, the Intersect team led by Dr Tinam Borah,
faculty convener of the radio society, organised an online launch event via Zoom on
26 March, 2021.
The event was attended by Dr. Ravikant Swami, Director DME, Prof. (Dr) Ambrish
Saxena, Dean DME Media School, Dr. Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School,
various faculty members, and students of all three schools of DME.

Yashika Aggarwal, Student Convener Radio Society

RJ Jassi, Chief Guest

Dr Swami threw light on the expansion of radio and its process of reviving itself in a
more impactful manner as compared to the past. Dr Saxena also emphasized the
relevance of radio and said, “Radio has travelled a long path since its starting and is
continuing to evolve. This initiative by radio intersect is a step forward”.
Yashika Aggarwal, the student convenor of the radio society made a presentation
describing the new productions- Nazm-e-Alfaaz (show on poetry), Kisso-ka-Kaafila
(series of stories), Bread Butter and Books (discussion on books), PG Uncut (chat show
on PG life) and Curtain Factory (drama series). A short drama Rang Birangi Soch,
themed around the LGBTQ community and an episode of Nazm-e-Alfaaz titled
Everyday is Women's Day were played for the audience.
The special guest for the launch, RJ Jassi (Jasprit Dhillon) motivated all the students
with her encouraging words. She is a multi-faceted personality, a radio presenter, a
motivational speaker, and a voice-over artist and for the last 3 years, she has been
hosting the Evening time band, which airs on 92.7 Big FM every evening from 4 to 7.
Praising the efforts of Team Radio Intersect, she said, “At the college level, I did not
know the entire process of creating a radio show, it is overwhelming to see the team
working hard on the evolving platforms like podcasts”.
Congratulating the team, Dr.Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School said, “This is
indeed a very good initiative, and reflects of the hard work put behind the
productions.” She also suggested that a series of features should also be included in
the future.
Dr. Tinam Borah, the faculty convenor of Radio Intersect concluded the session by
extending the vote of thanks.
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Line Up for the Faculty Development Program

DME Faculty members participate in
seven-day FDP organised by ASCO
Dr Tinam Borah

Given the social and economic changes brought about in the country in the past one year
ever since the covid pandemic hit the world, research in social sciences has undergone
massive transformation as well. To address the gaps in research and with a view to
inculcate newer perspectives, a seven-day online faculty development programme on
the theme 'Reconstructing Research in Media and Communication: Post-Covid Scenario'
was organised by Amity Academic Staff College, in association with Amity School of
Communication (ASCO), Amity University, Noida from 22-28 March, 2021. The faculty
members of DME Media School also participated in the seven-day FDP.
The FDP was conducted in 16 technical sessions spread across the seven days. The
sessions covered new trends in emerging areas of social science research relating to its
adoption within the context of social media, and focused on introducing innovations in
social science research and data mining and social media analytics in new media

resources and the technologies that have been developed for the same. Each day, the
participants were asked to fill out an assessment form containing questions on the day's
sessions.
Several eminent speakers and academicians like Dr Kalinga Seneviratne, Professor,
Journalist & International communications specialist & Former Head of Research, Asian
Media Information and Communication Centre (AMIC), Singapore, Prof K G Suresh, ViceChancellor Makhanlal Chaturvedi National University of Journalism and Communication
(MCNUJC) Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, Prof. K V Nagraj, Managing Derector, Study of
Media & Research Cetre, Mysore and Prof. Ujjwal K. Chowdhury, Pro. VC, Adamas
University, Kolkata, addressed these sessions as resource persons. One of the sessions
was also conducted by Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School,
where he spoke on the topic 'Teaching Ethics in Research Method'.

Amity University FDP on Reconstructing Research

Dr Ambrish Saxena reinforces ethics in media research
Mudita Raj

Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean DME Media School, unfolded various aspects of ethics in media
research while conducting a session on “Teaching Ethics in Research Method” in the
Faculty Development Programme organised by Amity Academic Staff College in
association with Amity School of Communication titled Reconstructing Research in Media
and Communication: Post-Covid Scenario on March 27.
In his presentation, Dr Saxena highlighted the ethics of media research and its principles.
He explained in detail various intricate aspects of ethics including plagiarism, authorship
and peer review. He explained these concepts through contemporary examples.
Using elections and exit polls as case studies, Dr Saxena explained issues like objectivity,

biases and data gathering. He underlined the importance of reporting and data gathering
and shared real life examples. He emphasised how election analysis involves various
aspects of researches from a ground level including sampling, data collection and data
analysis. He also explained biases like personal bias and audience bias giving the example
of a voter giving a misleading byte and hence leading to false results.
The FDP was held between March 22 and March 28 and was recommended by DME IQAC
for faculty members. It touched upon different aspects of research and talked about how
the pandemic has reshaped media education.

Dr Ambrish Saxena as the resource person for the FDP
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हद
ं

दवस के परु कार वतरण समारोह
आयषी
ु वमा

द ल मे ोपॉ लटन एजक
ु े शन, नोएडा के डीएमई मी डया कल
ू
वारा 19 माच 2021 को हद
ं
दवस 2020 के परु कार वतरण
समारोह आयोिजत कया गया।
समारोह म डॉ. अ बर ष स सेना, डीन, डीएमई मी डया कल
ू , डॉ.
सिु मता बाला, एच ओ डी, डीएमई मी डया कल,
व सभी
ू
श कगण शा मल थे।
समारोह को कृ णा पांड,े अ स टट ोफेसर, डीएमई मी डया कल
ू
वारा संचा लत कया गया।
महामार क वजह से सफ वजेता व या थय को ह समारोह म
शा मल कया गया।
ं का य म थम थान
तयो गताओं म हद
हद
ं
दवस म हई
ु
पलक र तोगी और वतीय थान आयषी
ु वमा को मला, लघु
मंडल और
कथा के वजेता के प म थम थान पर शभम
ु

वतीय थान पर वानी म ा रह , बस 1 मनट तयो गता म
थम थान पर दे वेश गु ता और
वतीय थान पर स ाथ
ककरे
ु जा रहे ।
डॉ अ बर ष स सेना ने हद
ं
दवस के बारे म अपने वचार साझा
करते हए
ू डीएमई मी डया कल
ू
ु कहा क, 'महामार के बावजद
वारा हद
ं दवस को 2 दवसीय समारोह के प म मनाया गया'।
उ ह ने मातभाषा
हद
ं क वशष
े ता बताते हए
ृ
ु उसे अपनी िजंदगी म
उपयोग करने के लए कहा।
डॉ. सिु मता बाला ने समारोह का मह व साझा करते हए
ु कहा, 'म
शु गजार
हंू सभी श क और व या थय क , उ ह ने महामार
ु
आयोिजत कया।
के दौर म भी समारोह कशलतापवक
ू
ु
अत
ं म कृ णा पांडे ने ध यवाद तावना द ।

Hasya Kavi Sammelan: An ode to Holi
Nikita Taneja
Onset of spring, epitomizes colours, joy and beauty which culminates into celebrations of
Holi. People enjoy the festivity with colour, good food and lots of fun and, of course, not to
miss, with bouts of poetry.
SPARC - the student council of DME Media School, too decided to celebrate Holi with
Hasya Kavi Sammelan via the online platform of Zoom on Friday, Mar 26, 2021. The aim
was to correlate the celebrations of colour with our tradition of hasya, rang and ras.
The occasion was honored by the presence of Dr Rajendra Gautam, noted poet,
educationist and (retd) Prof of Delhi University who electrified the environment with his
scintillating poems and songs on Holi, Corona and politics of the day. His poems were a
mixture of humour, love, nature and shringaar ras. An overwhelmed Dr Rajendra Gupta
said that when most of the private universities and colleges focused on promoting
professional ideas and courses, DME is exceptional as besides academic, it also
encourages and patronizes art, tradition and culture.
On the occasion, Prof (Dr) Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School, presented a
satirical poetry “tumne kaha hum ne suna; hum sab ne sochha samjha; aur sabko
bataya; bura na maano Holi hai …”, which eloquently commented on the grim realities

Dr Rajendra Gautam, Poet, Chief Guest

of today's polity and social-cultural transition. While welcoming Dr Rajendra Gautam, Dr
Ambrish Saxena said that today's generation must be made aware of our cultural and
traditional ethos. “It is our endeavor at DME to bring the students closer to our custom and
rituals,” he said.
The celebration was also the occasion to make the younger generation get acquainted with
our cultural heritage. This task was taken up by Honourable Justice Bhanwar Singh Ji,
Director General, Delhi Metropolitan Education, who refreshed the audience's memories
with legendry childhood mythological stories of Hiranya Kashyap and Prahlad and
Vrindavan's Radha –Krishna Holi episodes. At the same time, he also cautioned them of
the critical phase of Covid 19.
The event became memorable with the verses on the spirit of Holi recited by Aayushi
Verma, Muskaan Baweja, and Palak Rastogi, students of 4th Semester. The event was also
marked by performances like Geet rangoli and Kavya Dangal performed by the students of
first semester of DME Media School.
The cherry on the cake was added by the Prof (Dr) Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School,
with her performance of traditional songs on Holi celebrations.

Student participation in Hasya Kavi Sammelan
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Know Your Seniors
Sagar Maheshwari: Freelance photographer, Videographer and a Video Editor
Shreya Jha
Sagar Maheshwari is a third year student of DME
got to know that photography and Videography can't
Media School. He is a freelance photographer, videographer
be my only options to rely myself on, I've to be an alland a video editor. Other than that, he is a student of
rounder in this field. I decided I'll be continuing my
Spanish in the Embassy of Spain. Sagar is Lawn Tennis
photography but will also be exploring every column
player and Swimmer as well. Have a look at the excerpts of
in this field. So, I started coming in front of camera
his interview.
which made me more confident, tried hands on video
editing
also, done content writing and still exploring
1) What inclined you towards the field of
what
other
things I can do. But photography and
photography and videography?
videography will always be closest to my heart.
I have been very passionate about photography and
4) What role has DME played in your life so
videography since a long time. The moment I joined the
far?
college, I knew very well that I have to be in the
photography society. Luckily, I got into DME Frames
In everyone's life comes one phase which changes
society which made me more confident in my skills and
one's life or evolves him/her completely, DME has
DME Frames polished my skills as I've got one of the
evolved me significantly. In these 3 years, DME
best teachers and friends to help me out in every
polished my skills; one of the best faculty members
situation.
I've ever met completely changed my mindset of
seeing
life ahead. I learnt here how to tackle the
2) What intrigued you to start learning
challenges
which come daily in one's life. I have
Spanish?
Sagar Maheshwari
limited friends but got the best ones with whom I've
I always wanted to learn a third language but it was not
lived the best moments of my life so far.
possible in hostel life but as soon as I joined DME, I also
got myself enrolled in the Embassy of Spain to learn Spanish language. Now you 5) What advice would you like to give to your juniors for their future
endeavours?
might ask, why Spanish only? It is just because Spanish is the second most spoken
I can't advise anyone till the time I have done something great and no one will
language in the world, one whole continent (South America) speaks Spanish which
listen either till I've achieved something out of the boundaries. I will say just one
is huge and anywhere you go every 4th person is a Spanish speaker.
thing,
don't restrict yourself in a limited area, explore as much as you can, best is
3) Do you wish to pursue videography and photography as a
yet to come, celebrate in small achievements but never relax yourself after those
career?
small things, just explore as much as you can till the time you don't get the best
Frankly speaking, when I won Envision 2018, the photography competition
version of yourself.
organised by DME Frames I got more confident about my career and decided to
Stay happy and all the best.
travel on this path only but as time passed, I explored more in these three years. I

SAY
SAY IT
IT IN!
IN
Sentence-We are going to the movie tonight.

Spanish
Nosotras vamos a la pelicula esta noche.
(feminine)
Nosotros vamos a la película esta noche.
(masculine)

Bengali
আমরা আজ রােত িসেনমােত যা

।

Pronunciation

Āmarā āaj rātē sinēmātē jācchi.
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Xcess Baggage:
The tale of two worlds
Drishya Madhur

Xcess Baggage is a work of fiction by Varsha Dixit, the
best-selling author of four successful contemporary
romance books. Her debut book, Right Fit Wrong Shoe
was a national bestseller for the year 2010. In Xcess
Baggage, the female protagonist of the story Meghna
Chandra is a twenty year old girl, unaware of the
dangers she is heading towards. The male protagonist is
named Byran, who is cursed to live and is a hybrid.
The story involves a relationship between supernatural
creatures and humans- a vampire who is in desperate
need to end their existence and a human who is in
desperate need of love. This is a blend of excitement and
heavenly sarcasm. The chapters have a bunch of good

FILM
Series
&
WEB Review

The Book- Xcess Baggage
Language- English
Author- Varsha Dixit
Price- Rs. 110/-

punches and they're achieved aptly. Although the story
may heavily remind the reader of the Twilight series, as
the story unfolds itself, the plot takes interesting turns
and keeps the reader hooked till the end. The language
of the book connects the reality to a fictional world. The
book is a delight for those who don't usually read
supernatural stuff or paranormal stories. It is a bit of
horror story but for most part it is categorised in romance
novels as well. The end is a page-turner and is basically
a commendable work of fiction.
Ratings:
Good reads: 3.31/5
Flipkart: 3.9/5

Bombay Begums:
The Survival Battle of Five Queens

Yashika Aggarwal

Netflix's Bombay Begums brings to you the tale of five
flawed women, fighting a battle every day in a
patriarchal society, uprising from the odds of being an
ambitious female surrounded by misogynists. These
characters of diverse age groups and social standings
are held together by a gender trying to sustain in the
city of dreams, Mumbai.
The portrayal of challenges coming along the tag of
being a woman has been shaped accurately by the
storyline in this series directed by Alankrita
Srivastava. It showcases Rani Irani (Pooja Bhatt) as
the CEO of Royal bank. She is a self-built woman,
with high esteem and personal life issues with a
husband hung over his dead ex-wife and stepchildren
declining to accept her as a mother figure. Whereas,
Fatima (Shahana Goswami), is struggling to
maintain a personal and professional life balance
too, but is seen as a woman running from the desire to
be a mother. Wrapped in between is Ayesha (Plabita
Borthakur) a newbie girl in the corporate banking
sector, exploring her sexuality and trying to create a
stable career in the process. Ayesha is repeatedly
tangled with Laxmi Gondhali (Amruta Subhash), a
sex worker trying to break the stigma associated with
the profession. The glue holding all these characters
together is, Shai Irani, the 14-year-old stepdaughter
of Rani. Shai recites a voice-over talking to her dead
mother throughout the series, binding the common

Directors: Alankrita Shrivastava
Cast:
Pooja Bhatt, Shahana Goswami,
Amruta Subhash, Plabita Borthakur,
Aadhya Anand, Manish Choudhary,
Vivek Gomber, Imaad Shah,
Danish Hussain, Rahul Bose,
Nauheed Cyrusi

Ratings:
4.5/10 - IMBD
88% - Rotten Tomatoes
3.5/5 - First Post

struggles faced by the majority of women.
Bombay Begums not only reminds but marks the
importance of knowing about forced consent, sexual
assault, the right to not want a child, and the cost of
ambitions paid by numerous women.
Pooja Bhatt represents her screen time as a true queen,
ruling an empire, falling but getting up every time,
wearing scars with pride. There have been talks about
the feminist nature of fiction. The audience who are
against the idea may label it as justifying cheating or
violating children's rights but the series is already
labelled 18+ and deals with an affair in an open
marriage of Rani, hence eliminating the chance of
calling it cheating. Also, some chunks of the audience
may call the justification of Fatima's extramarital
affair, but no such portrayal was shown in the series,
therefore ruling out the controversies surrounding the
issue. So, it will be fair enough to rate the movie as
four out of five. The series ends at a cliff-hanger,
leaving the audience in awe.
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Faculty Interview

IN CONVERSATION
WITH

Dr Ambrish Saxena
Dean, DME Media School

Dr Ambrish Saxena is Professor and Dean, DME
Media School, Delhi Metropolitan Education. In
print, he has held senior positions in The Pioneer,
Our Leader, Aaj and Amrit Prabhat newspapers.
In Radio, he has been anchoring business
programme Market Mantra on AIR FM Gold for
20 years. In TV, he has worked with Vinod Dua for
Parakh news magazine on Doordarshan. In
films, he has done projects of Films Division and
NFDC.
In his academic pursuit, he has visited many
countries including Australia, China, Dubai,
United States, Portugal, Spain and France. He
has 50 books to his credit as sole author, main
author, chapter writer and editor. He has
participated in more than 50 national/
international conferences as paper presenter,
chairperson/distinguished guest in special
sessions. He is associated with 20 universities as
member of AC, BOS, DRC, SRC and CRC.

Dr Ambrish Saxena:
A Multi-dimensional Visionary
As the Dean, what is your key ambition for DME
Media School?
I want to make DME Media School the best media
school for undergraduate studies in India and one of
the top media schools in the same category in the
world.
DME Media School has already scored in various
compartments by doing such activities which other
institutions would not have ever thought of.
We are working tirelessly and will achieve the coveted
position soon.
What unique steps did you take to deal with the
challenges of COVID-19 pandemic?
COVID-19 struck silently but we responded to this
unparalleled situation swiftly and intelligently. In
DME, we generated video content for students in all the
papers, we conducted tutorial classes and remained
available for addressing all academic issues if the
students.
In DME Media School, we made extra efforts to remain
connected with our students. All subject teachers and
mentors were talking to individual students regularly
on phone and conducting Zoom meetings with them
almost on a day-to-day basis.
Exclusively, I ensured that students are provided study
material specially generated for them. I also ensured
that students are provided online internship as part of
Summer Training Report and Functional Exposure
Report. Faculty members of DME Media School worked
very hard to accomplish this task.
What inspires you to come up with creative
initiatives such as UNO and Face2Face series? Do
you have any such idea for the future?
I am a self-motivated person. I remain at work 24x7
which keeps my spirit high. My mind is fertile and new
ideas keep striking me all the time. I never copy an
idea; I always think original and strive to do something
innovative.
Regarding my initiative of UNO, the idea came in the
backdrop of the thought that students do not have
access to any such content which help them in easy
comprehension of major news developments. So, I
started producing the daily news capsule UNO with
duration of 5 to 10 minutes. Till date, UNO is the most
exclusive news programme any news channel or media
institution has ever produced.
Regarding face2face, I was thinking about an idea
through which I could bridge the gap between the
leadership and the students. This was all the more
necessary during the pandemic and lockdown period.
One day this idea came to my mind that I should
design a chat show with Dean as the host and 3
students - one each from each year. This was an
informal exchange wherein the students could open
their heart on soft and light aspects of their life.
Regarding new ideas, I am thinking about initiating a
few interview series. I am also thinking of reviving
UNO in a new format. At the same time, I am planning
to launch Season 2 of face2face.
What are your expectations of the upcoming
International Conference ICAN4?

ICAN as an international conference has witnessed an
exponential growth. A modest beginning in 2018 has
turned into a most sought-after conference of the
country. ICAN 3 was held in June 2020 during the corona
lockout period and it came out to be the world's first 10day digital live conference.
Like the earlier editions, ICAN 4 is a collaborative venture
in which Ohio University, USA, Adamas University,
Kolkata, K R Mangalam University, Gurugram, Gauhati
University, Guwahati, MC University of Journalism and
Communication and Vigyan Prasar has joined hands with
us.
In ICAN 4, our endeavour is to create more brainstorming
and learning based sessions. This will include workshops,
master classes, panel discussions and plenary sessions.
You have written various books as a
researcher. What advice would you give
students who wish to pursue research as a
career?
Yes, I have written many books as author, editor and
researcher. I always wish that more faculty members and
students take interest in research. Taking us research
helps you in being more rational and scientific in your
approach.
We always motivate our students to take up research
projects and write research papers. In ICAN also, students
contribute by submitting their papers which also get
published.
Regarding my advice to students interested in research is
to develop a better understanding of research
methodologies and use research for studying themes of
contemporary value.
Both teachers and students are adapting to the new
modes of education. What do you feel is the best
way forward?
Media is also all about technology. From content
generation, transmission and distribution to content
reception and consumption, every activity is dependent
on technology.
In education and training also, we are using technology
in a big way. Our dependence on technology has further
increased during and after COVID- 19.
Despite this, I believe that too much dependence on
technology is detrimental to both the teachers and the
students. In the absence of human touch, real education
is never possible. So, I would suggest a blended
approach; the equilibrium has to be maintained.
How do you maintain a balance between your work
and personal life?
Balance between work and personal life - I have never
been able to maintain. I am workaholic; I cannot live
without excessive work. If I work more, I feel happy, I feel
fresh. It makes a positive impact on my physical and
mental health.
My family members also enjoy work. Besides work, we
enjoy travelling and visiting places. This energises us to
do some more fruitful work.

- Interview by: Kausik Das
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