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B G Verghese Lecture of January 2021

Worst is being a journalist and behaving
like a politician, says
Abhigyan Prakash
Aamaan Alam Khan
The commencement of a new year is expected to have brought Students from DME Media School asked several questions
new hopes after the dark COVID-19 phase. The journalism that about the current state of television media and on the way out
everyone experienced during the doomed period also needs a for an improvement in future. In response, Mr Abhigyan
Prakash emphasised on the need of conducting research in
fresh perspective. To elaborate on the topic 'Redefining
order to check the facts. He also advised the teachers to
Journalism in COVID-19 Phase: A 2021 Perspective', DME
Media School invited Mr Abhigyan Prakash, Senior Editorial familiarise students with genuine news and help them to
Consultant, ABP Network & Creator of the show, Parivartan, for understand distinction between opinion and actual news.While
observing the lack of objectivity in today's news, the senior
the first BG Verghese Lecture of 2021, held on January20
journalist further underlined the importance of being neutral
through the virtual mode.
and factual at all times.
Mr Prakash initiated his lecture
“Holding information doesn't
focussing on the current state of
last in a democracy, this is
media ethics in the country. “The
the ray of hope,” said Mr
line between news and
Prakash on being asked if
entertainment has blurred, now
there is any chance that the
everyone watches news for the
current state of Indian
purpose of entertainment” he
journalism will get any
said. He also explained the
better.
blatant way in which other
Mr Abhigyan Prakash is currently the Senior Editorial
relevant issues were
Dr Susmita Bala, Professor
Consultant for ABP Network and creator of the and Head, DME Media
overshadowed by the case of
actor Sushant Singh Rajput's
critically-acclaimed show - Parivartan. He is a School, while expressing her
death in the media.
journalist, news-anchor, writer, editor, gratitude towards the guest
Expressing dismay over the
columnist,political analyst, and a YouTuber as well. said, “Mr Abhigyan Prakash
captures everyone's attention,
nature of recent news shows on
He has worked with Star News and NDTV as their such a magical person he is.”
television, Mr Prakash
prime-time anchor and spearheaded several award- Towards the end of the
discouraged the students from
watching news on TV while
winning programs such as Jai Jawan, Newspoint and programme, Mr Aman Sahni,
claiming that nowadays anchors
Vice-chairman, DME, thanked
MahaMukabla.
have become spokespersons for
Mr Abhigyan Prakash for
political parties. He said that
being with DME students. He
these anchors carry agendaremarked, “DME is very open
driven news which lack thorough research and ground reports. to these kinds of healthy discussions and debates so that
“The worst is being a journalist and behaving like a
students can choose their path on their own.”
politician,” he added.
“Thank you, Mr Prakash for your frank and fearless discourse
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean and Professor, DME Media School,
on journalism,” said Justice Bhanwar Singh, Director General,
interjected while emphasising on quality journalism being
DME. He further talked about media trail and shared an
practiced by print and digital media. He felt the need of
insightful anecdote with the viewers before emphasising that
staying hopeful for future with genuine and objective
every journalist must believe in protocol and discipline.
journalism.
Dr Ravi Kant Swami, Director, DME, expressed his desire to
In response, Mr Prakash mentioned that online mode of news invite Mr Abhigyan Prakash to the college campus some day
dissemination was a good alternative. He asserted that people under safer and pandemic-free circumstances.
could easily cross-communicate in this mode and share
Students from Shri Pawatpura Sarkar University, Raipur,
thoughts and ideas, unlike the television where one anchor
Chattasgarh and K R Mangalam University, Gurugram also
keeps presenting his opinionated news through one-way
communication. He also credited the print media for continuing attended the discourse. The session concluded with a vote of
thanks by Ms Sukriti Arora.
to hold a greater degree of credibility.
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Birth-anniversary of Swami Vivekananda
celebrated as National Youth Day
by SPARC
Shreya Jha
SPARC, the students' council of DME Media School,
initiated and celebrated the National Youth Day by
involving students of all three years. This Day is observed
in the memory of Swami Vivekananda on his birthanniversary. This was the first event organised by the
newly admitted batch of BA JMC students.
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media
School, expressed his views on how the thoughts of
Swami Vivekananda are relevant in contemporary time.
“Swami Vivekananda was an activist, a social reformer,
who wanted to change the society. How? By gaining
knowledge,” he said. Dr Saxena also talked about how
Swami Vivekananda emphasised the significance of
secularism and communal harmony.
The event also witnessed a set of anecdotes recollected by
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Justice Bhanwar Singh, Director-General, DME, on the
life of Swami Vivekananda. “We learn many things from
the teachings of Swami Vivekananda, the gist of all
worship is to be pure, and to do good to others, children
fail to understand what they will gain. When we worship,
we gain power and energy,” remarked Justice Bhanwar
Singh. He also quoted Swami Vivekananda's greatest
teachings of all, “Sharing is caring. If we want to extend
the greatest gratitude to Swami Vivekananda, you should
learn that sharing is caring.”
Dr Ravi Kant Swami, Director, DME, pointed out the
values of life that Swami Vivekananda taught to people,
“You must focus on self-improvement. Forget what
others do, look at yourself, and focus on bettering
yourself.”

Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School, appreciated
the efforts of the first-year students and enlightened the
audience with a quote that supported Swami
Vivekananda's ideology, “There is no other teacher like
your soul. Think about yourself, worry about yourself.”
The audience was then engrossed in the beautiful
performances given by first-year students
commemorating this occasion. Ms Krishna Pandey,
Coordinator of SPARC, responsible for organising the
event, delivered her message of gratitude.
The audience and the teachers appreciated the efforts of
the new students, and the show concluded with a vote of
thanks, given by Shiv Dhawan, member of the SPARC
committee.
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Know Your Seniors
Meet Mohsin - A multi-talented person
with social orientation
Shreya Jha
a subject in graduation?
Mohsin Alqab is a third-year student of DME Media
School. He is one of the toppers of his class with passion and
To be honest, I was confused about what to do in life. But
interest in many things other than being great in academics.
since this was one of the most creative and versatile
He is a public speaker, a musician (drummer) and certified
options to choose from for a graduation, I opted for
level-1 hypnotherapist. Along with his regular college,
BA(JMC). After having done 1 year of B. Tech in VIT
Mohsin is also working as a Relational Manager for a BPO.
University, Vellore and leaving it incomplete, I was left
He aspires to work for companies like Google, TCS, American
with just one single decision, which was to follow my
Express, National Geographic and MTV as a communication
instinct.
expert. He has also developed a website
4. What role has DME played in your journey
(www.bingewidmo.com), where he writes about different
so far?
traditional and contemporary issues. His ultimate goal in life
is to open his own drumming school to help people learn the
DME was the foundation for my prominence. It may sound
instrument.
weird, but at the same time, DME made me realise what
kind of a person I am. To be passionate in doing what I do
1. How do you manage to juggle so many things
best and having people to support me at every step, i.e.
at once?
my teachers and my friends helped me overcome those
It's just the mindset that matters the most. Unlike others, I
barricades.
believe in getting things done, rather than just talking or
5. What advice you would give to your juniors
boasting about them.
if they want to pursue music as a career?
Mohsin
Alqab
2. What inspired you to be a hypnotherapist?
Frankly speaking, even if I said something thoughtful or full of
My father, since he has been my role model and my mentor.
wisdom, I am not sure it would be heard. It's my personal opinion that today's youth
He provided me the heads up to learn hypnosis for the wellbeing of my family as well doesn't like preachers. So instead, I would just say, “good luck and don't
as the entire human race, if possible.
procrastinate”.
3. What inspired you to take journalism and mass communication as

Dr Ambrish Saxena features Live on RDD
Show in 70-minute candid interview
Dr Ambrish Saxena, an eminent theatre and film personality with significant
contribution in journalism and media education, was featured in RDD Show
on January 15. This show is one of the longest running shows on digital
media in India.
The 70-minute long interview of Dr Saxena was taken by Mumbai based
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young interviewer Ridz Dime Darrell. This interview brought before the
viewers the extensive body of his work and the divulged the joie de vivre of
the artist in him.
This interview was conducted on StreamYard and watched by hundreds of
people through Live Streaming on Facebook.
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Faculty Achievements
Dr Ambrish Saxena reviews presentation of
PhD scholars at ASCO Amity Noida
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School, attended DRC meetings of Amity School of Communication (ASCO), Amity
University, Noida, as an Expert Member on January 11 and 12. He reviewed presentation of 17 PhD scholars in these
meetings.

Ms Deepika Dhawan joins PhD in ASCO, Amity Noida
Ms Deepika Dhwan, Assistant Professor in DME Media School, has joined PhD programme in Amity School
of Communication, Amity University Noida. She has availed JRF from UGC.

Paper Presentation In National Conference
Ms. Manmeet Kaur has presented a research paper on the title Contribution of Film Societies and Cinema Sustainability: A
focus group study on December 19, 2021 in a National Conference Media Literacy and Sustainable Development. The
conference was organized by Vivekananda Institute of Professional studies being sponsored by Indian Council of Social
Sciences (ICSSR), Delhi. It was two-day conference where research papers were presented highlighting the sustainable
development in the social structure.

SAY
SAY IT
IT IN!
IN

What are your hobbies?

Spanish
¿Cuáles son tus aﬁciones?
Pronunciation

Kua-les son toos a-ﬁ-si-on-es

Bengali
তামার শখ েলা িক?
Pronunciation

Tomara sakhagulo ki
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One Thousand Days in a Refrigerator
by Manoj Kumar Panda
Khushi Nagpal

One thousand days in a refrigerator by Manoj
Kumar Panda is a collection of 14 stories brilliantly
written in an impressive storytelling style. A lot of
social issues have been woven in each story that
will make you think. The writer has done an
amazing job and immerses you into a vision and
gives you a different perspective that the writer
wants to make you see.
The book was written originally in Odia language
and was later translated in English by Snehaprava
Das. Each story is written in such a way that they
leave an impact on the hearts and minds of its
readers for a long time. Stories are woven together
with dramatic plots and vivid characters. Each story
has a separate and beautiful theme. One of the
stories talks about how God himself appears in

The BookOne Thousand Days in a refrigerator
Language- English
Author- Manoj Kumar Panda
Price- Rs. 299/-

FILM
Series Tandav:
&
WEB Review A Predictable Thriller
Yashika Aggarwal

Tandav, an Amazon Prime release, is a hub for the
vague fictional representation of India's dark political
scenario. The initial minutes set the scene to the
Election Day. Three-time Prime Minister, Devki
Nandan (Tigmanshu Dhulia) is predicted to win
again. His son, Samar Pratap Singh (Saif Ali Khan)
expects him to step aside and give way to his
ambitions for the throne. Having had his hopes
dashed, Samar Pratap decides to take matters into his
own hands. And there begins an expected,
unsurprising plot of twisted mind games and
bloodshed.
The plot draws a parallel narrative between the lives
of Samar Pratap and Shiva Shekhar (Zeeshan Ayyub).
Shekar plays an intellectual youth leader at
Vivekananda National University (VNU), a clear
replica of JNU. The 'fiction' makes the campus roar
Ratings:
with slogans of “Azadi”, resulting in the thrashing of
3.9/10 - IMBD
the leader in jail without concrete evidence. Déjà vu
3/5 Times of India
much? The story also showcases the Prime Minister
furious with the use of a word like “Azadi” drawing
parallels with real-life controversies.
The promising beginning of this web series fails to deliver anything new. Its

January 2021 Fortnight 2

court to give testimony in a case where justice has
been miscarried. Another one talks about a doctor's
pronunciation therapy. But the particular story that
gives the collection its title is about a man who sits
before his wife lying in coma in a refrigerated
chamber and tells her the thoughts he had never
dared express when she was conscious. Every word
of this story will grip your mind and drown you in
tears.
This book is a must read for all the readers who are
looking forward to read some short-fictional stories.
Ratings:
Good reads: 3.8/5
Amazon: 4.1/5

Directors: Ali Abbas Zafar
Cast:
Saif Ali Khan, Dimple Kapadia, Sunil Grover,
Tigmanshu Dhulia, Gauahar Khan

attempt to project the realities of Indian politics is a
cliched one with power-hungry politicians, murder,
and blackmail. While the screenplay gives the allusion
of grandeur, the loosely written plot and half-baked
ideas are unsuccessful in making an impact on the
viewers.
The fierce indulgences of Sunil Grover as Gurpal Singh,
a trusted aide of Samar Pratap Singh indeed comes as
redemption. Other performances saving face for this
series are of Dimple Kapadia as Anuradha Kishore, a
double faceted, disparately ambitious woman, and
Kumud Mishra as a close aide of the PM. The
performance of Gauahar Khan as Maithili, the
mastermind behind Anuradha's traps, is also worth
mentioning.
Normalizing the notions of blood-spilling in Indian
politics and the everlasting war between the left and
the right ideologies, drenched in farmer and youth
protests, Tandav fails to serve the audience above the
well predictable, preconceived notions of a Bollywood
political thriller. Though the end of this season sets the

January 2021 Fortnight 2

8 Pages

WEB 2020 organised on Web 2.0

Reception of young buddies conducted
as seniors keep bond with tradition
Khushi Nagpal

WEB - Welcome Esteemed Buddies, a function
with the objective of welcoming the BA JMC
students of Batch 2020 was conducted on January
18, 2021. In the wake of COVID-19 and delayed
admissions in 2020, classes could start only in
December. Resultantly, the seniors could organise
a function for welcoming the freshers only in the
New Year.
WEB was first conceived and launched as a
welcome function for the freshers in 2019. Despite
the impact of Corona, the seniors continued the
tradition though in online mode.
The event began by taking the name of Lord
Ganesha in the form of a dance performance after
which Dr Susmita Bala, Head of Department,
welcomed all the students in DME as they entered
a new era of their life. Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean,

Tanya Chawla
Ms BA(JMC)
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DME Media School, asked the new students to
gear up in their quest for knowledge.
Dr Ravi Kant Swami, Director, DME, remarked that
this batch was special as the students were
entering the college in a completely
unprecedented way. He welcomed all the students
and wished them best for the upcoming three
years.
To match the spirit and fun of what an offline
freshers party would have been, students of
second year organised a multitude of programs
including cultural performances, games and
competitions. The freshers got to play Pictionary,
Photo with a Story and Karaoke in a competitive
mode.
The highlight of the event was the coveted title of
Mr and Ms BA(JMC) for which a lot of students

A positive and cheerful person,
Tanya is a spirited dancer and
actor. She enjoys cooking
occasionally and spending time
with friends. She likes making
new ones too and is always
ready to lend a helping hand to
those in need. She hopes that
by pursuing a course like
BA(JMC) she would be better
equipped to live by her motto with people, for the people.

Mihir Singh
Mr BA(JMC)

had sent in their entries. The competition had a
total of three rounds - talent hunt, ramp walk and
question-answer segment. Out of these, the first
two rounds were conducted as prelims and the
participants who qualified moved ahead to the last
and final, question-answer round. Shortlisted
participants first introduced themselves and then
answered a question from the judges. The
questions were asked by Prof. Ambrish Saxena and
Prof. Susmita Bala.
The title of Mr BA(JMC) went to Mihir Singh while
Tanya Chawla was named Ms BA(JMC).
The session concluded as Ms Sanchita Chakraborty
thanked all the faculty members and students who
made this event a success.

Mihir is a gifted singer,
songwriter, guitarist, music
producer, and sitarist. He
pursues these activities as a
hobby but hopes to be great at
it. He has decided to study
journalism and mass
communication to know more
particularly about social media
and become an expert of the
field in time. Above all, he
aspires to be a good human
being.
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Media School gears up to say goodbye to Corona

Teachers meet fresh batch of
students on the ground
Sukriti Arora

The bond and rapport between a teacher and student are of utmost
importance for the tutoring process to be effective. In the current eeducation format, the new batch of students, however, did not have
an opportunity to develop such bonds. DME Media School,
therefore, decided to overcome this limitation and invited the
freshers in small batches of 15-20 students to informally interact
with their teachers, know them on a more profound level and
familiarise themselves with the college campus that would be their
second home in the forthcoming years.

“We received a heart-warming
welcome from our mentor and
other faculty members. The
interactive sessions made us
certain that our future is in the
best hands. I look forward to
enjoying my new life on the
campus.”
Hani Khurana, Section-A
“My experience of interacting
with teachers went really well. I
came to know more about them.
I also took a round of the campus
which was well-maintained. I
can't wait to attend classes here
and start my new life.”
Riddhi Khullar, Section B

“Moving my fingers on the rails
as I walked up the stairs, I
imagined how life would have
been if we weren't amidst this
pandemic. I could see myself
laughing with my new friends on
the steps, running through these
halls to reach on time or passing
my lunch under the table
between classes. I took a hard
look at the building and waited
for my three-year adventure to
begin.”
Tanishka Tiwari, Section A
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“Visiting my college was
amarvellous experience. All the
teachers were very welcoming
and my interaction with them
went very well. The best part was
its incredible library. I, as a book
lover, feel this would be my go-to
place in the campus. I can't wait
to sit there during my free hours
and indulge in the academic and
non-academic texts it has to
offer.”
Nikita Taneja, Section B

“Visiting the campus was pretty
much how I dreamt my college
life would be. Mudita ma'am was
very kind towards everyone and
eager to resolve our doubts.
Ambrish Sir was like a navigator.
He showed us our flaws and also
directed us towards the path out
of them. Susmita ma'am made
us realize how important a
student's overall academic record
is. Other teachers also made us
feel welcome and interacted very
candidly.”

Saahil Gathade, Section C

International Conference in Hybrid Mode

Organized by

DME Media School
Delhi Metropolitan Education, Noida
(New Delhi, NCR)
Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University,
New Delhi, India

ican.dme.ac.in
ican@dme.ac.in

/ican.dme
/ican.dme

Knowledge Partners

For more information, contact:
Mr Pramod Pandey 9599877046
Mr Sachin Nair 7838799944
Ms Mudita Raj 9350621314

International Partner

/dme tv
/in/ican-dme
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