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CIFFI 2020 Curtain Raiser

Editorial

A ﬁlm festival in the dark times
about the dark times

From despair to hope

Sachin Nair

The year 2020 – dusk is setting in, and
the dawn of 2021 is only a few days
away. But, there is no excitement, no
zeal and fervour; gloom is looming
large on every face masked or
unmasked. Undeterred we are
organising an international ﬁlm
festival since we believe behind every
shadow there is a silver line. With this
silver line insight, we have to travel
from despair to hope. Films with their
deep penetration have always been an
instrument of hope. Filmmakers
fantasise this hope through their visual
instinct, and viewers enjoy the ﬁlms
with the application of their visual
sense. This sharing keeps us alive. And
we shall remain alive to relish this ﬁlm
extravaganza, not only this year but for
many more years to come.
While DME Media School is
organising the international ﬁlm
festival CIFFI 2020, a new batch of
BA JMC is also joining. They are
bringing with them new light, new
vision, new thought. Let us welcome
these youngsters with oozing energy
and fertile mind. Let hope prevail.

If a ﬁlm festival needed when cinema
is reduced to 5.5 inch screens, and ﬁlm
deliberations are streamed from
personal rooms to personal rooms?
Yes, more so than ever.
Production costs and the ease of
communication make commerce the
Dr Vikrant Kishore
Dr Ambrish Saxena
overarching component in cinema.
Course Director-Film, Television & Animation Professor and Dean, DME Media School
Festivals create a conﬂuence between School of Communication and Creative Arts Director, DME Studios and Production
Deakin University, Melbourne Burwood
Delhi Metropolitan Education, Noida
art and commerce. They make sure
New Delhi NCR, India
Campus, Melbourne, Australia
that nonconformist, visionary and
magic within physical and logistical
unique voices don't get lost in all the
conﬁnes. There will be ﬁlms and
noise. The smaller ﬁlm festivals
ﬁlmmakers along with deliberations
perform the even more signiﬁcant
and discussions on narratives,
function of providing agency and
ﬁlmmaking, discourse, technology and
representation to amateur and new
the art form itself.
ﬁlmmakers.
CIFFI 2020 is set to celebrate the art,
DME Media School launched CIFFI,
an International ﬁlm festival, in 2019. the craft, the storytellers and the
stories that inspire them all!
It combined the resources, industry
Iranian ﬁlm auteur Jafar Panahi was
experts and leaders along with the
grandeur of mainstream ﬁlm festivals once put under house arrest by the
with the independent spirit of smaller Iranian government for his ﬁlms, he
createda ﬁlm within his conﬁnes and
and niche festivals with new and
smuggling it out, inside a cake. As
experimental voices, amateur
Bertolt Brecht put it
ﬁlmmakers and innovative
storytelling.
CIFFI is back with the 2020 edition. It
“In the dark times
is a testimonial to the perseverance
Will there also be singing?
and creativity at the face of pandemic,
Yes,
there will also be singing.
with a festival being organised in
About
the dark times”
lockdown and ﬁlmmakers creating

Ambrish Saxena
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CIFFI 2019 Recap
Year 2019 saw launch of one of the most magniﬁcent ﬁlm
festivals of India- CINEASTE International Film Festival
of India. The 4-day grand ﬁlm festival was organised by
DME Media School in association with Deakin University,
Melbourne, Australia from April 17th to 20th with an
objective to promote cross culture ﬁlms and bring together
artistically inclined minds. The festival saw enormous

participation from ﬁlm makers and students alike.
CIFFI2019 was organized in collaboration with Vigyan
Prasar, Department of Science & Technology,
Government of India, Delhi International Film Festival
(DIFF), WE CARE ﬁlm festival, University Film Club
AMU, Indian Academy of Shorts and Aquarius
Productions.

Key Highlights
Inauguration and special workshop by Mr
Khalid Mohamed, Celebrated Journalist,
Author, Screenwriter and Film Director
Unveiling of brand new Studio62 by Mr
Tigmanshu Dhulia, celebrated filmmaker,
director and actor
More than 140 films received under 6
categories from film makers across the globe
81 films selected from 13 countries
showcased
Comprised 3 workshops, 2 panel
discussions- 1 live from Australia, 4
curate sessions and 2 master classes,
apart from daily film screening sessions
Chit Chat show with Mr Tigmanshu Dhulia
Graced with the presence of eminent
personalities including Mr Muzammil
Hayat Bhawani, Ms Roseann M.
Mandziuk, Ms C.B. Anzi Zalis, Ms Saara
Lamberg, Dr Vikrant Kishore, Dr Simon
Wilmot, Mr Ram Kishore Parcha, Mr
Satish Kapoor, Dr Nakul Parashar, Mr
Nimish Kapoor, Mr Ashok Purang, Mr
Naresh Sharma, Mr Aditya Seth, Ms
Savita Oberoi, Dr Gauri Chakraborty,
Mr R. K. Arora
Spectacular valedictory ceremony
followed by cultural night, compelling
everyone to groove to the music
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Welcome New batch

Dear Batch of 2020,
I know you all must be super excited
about a new phase of your life. You
are probably even nervous. Don't let
these feelings go away. Live each day
of your three years at DME like a
brand-new experience. Work, play,
learn and don't shy away from
experiencing everything that this place
has to offer. Welcome to the family of
DME.

Kausik Das
5th Semester

Hi my name is Siddharth Kukreja.
I welcome all the freshers to DME
Media School. Hope you find the right
direction to your life at DME. Teachers
and your seniors are really supportive
and you can be in touch with anyone.
You will feel like DME Media School is
your second home. I welcome you all
to this world of opportunities.

Siddharth Kukreja
th
5 Semester

Twinkle Gupta
rd
3 Semester

There must be lots of questions coming up
in your mind regarding, what is this
place? How are people? Will I be able to
mix? I have only one word, relax! I too
had all these questions, but I got all the
answers and I am sure you all will to.
University life will give you much more
than just a degree, so be ready to capture
some magical moments, making happy
memories and friends and welcome to our
small and beautiful family of DME Media
School which is full of love and happiness,
learning and success.
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Yukta Prakash
5th Semester
"Heartiest Congratulations, to all the fellow juniors.
It's been a tough year thus far but hopefully not
anymore. I will not emphasize the fun and frolic
part nor will I mention the plethora of knowledge
and experience you all will witness in the coming
years. Live these three years of your college life as
the most cherished and memorable years of your
life journey. Grab every opportunity, absorb learning
that comes your way, and shine the brightest.
Looking forward to seeing you all on campus soon,
DMEian! "

Shiv Dhawan
rd
3 Semester
You're about to begin the journey of some of your
most exciting years of life as you make the
transition from school to college. During these
unprecedented times, significant deferral would've
provided you with further time for cogitation. You
will be working with a world-class faculty resolute
to helping you get the best out of you. I look
forward to meet you all and I wish you the best
for your journey.
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Know your faculty
Dr Ambrish Saxena is Professor and Dean, DME Media School and Director, DME Studios and Production, Delhi Metropolitan
Education. In print, he has held senior positions in The Pioneer, Our Leader, Aaj and Amrit Prabhat newspapers. In Radio, he has
been anchoring business programme Market Mantra on AIR FM Gold for 20 years. In TV, he has worked with Vinod Dua for Parakh
news magazine on Doordarshan. In films, he has done projects of Films Division and NFDC. In his academic pursuit, he has visited
many countries including Australia, China, Dubai, United States, Portugal, Spain and France. He has 40 books to his credit as sole
author, main author, chapter writer and editor. He has participated in more than 50 national/international conferences as paper
presenter, chairperson/distinguished guest in special sessions. He is associated with 20 universities as member of AC, BOS, DRC,
SRC and CRC.
Dr Susmita Bala is Professor and Head, DME Media School, Delhi Metropolitan Education. She is an accomplished teacher and
trainer equipped with rich experience in media industry and academics for more than three decades. She has visited Chinese
universities as part of delegation of Indian academicians. She has attended a Media Conference in Australia and presented papers
in the United States, Dubai, Spain and France. She has presented more than 30 papers in national-international
seminars/conferences. She has 20 books to her credit as author, co-author, editor, co-editor and chapter writer. She has been a
Member of Jury of Akashvani Awards organised by AIR for many years. She has been a member of Nomination Jury in the
International Science Film Festival organised by Vigyan Prasar, Department of Science and Technology, Government of India, in
2018 and 2019.

Ms Krishna Pandey is Assistant Professor at the Media School of Delhi Metropolitan Education (DME), Noida, affiliated to Guru
Gobind Singh Indraprastha (GGSIP) University, Delhi. She has over 22 years of professional experience, out of which twelve years
have been spent in the mainstream media and rest with academics. Currently she is in the final stages of her PhD submission from
the University School of Mass Communication, (GGSIP) University. She has five research papers published in prominent journals and
two chapters in books. She is also an alumnus of Indian Institute of Mass Communication, 1995-96 batch of English Journalism
and worked as an Academic Associate in the Department of Advertising & Public Relations for ten years.

Ms Manmeet Kaur is Assistant Professor with Delhi Metropolitan Education, Noida, affiliated to Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University since July 2016. She is the university topper from Guru Nanak Dev University in the year 2011. She qualified UGC-NET in
the year 2012. She has completed her PhD from Guru Nanak Dev University. Her Area of interests is film studies and
communication research. She has also written research papers and contributed to various research journals.

Pramod Kumar Pandey is Assistant Professor at DME. He is currently pursuing PhD from GJU Hisar and has qualified UGC-NET
JRF examination in 2014. He has previously worked in Teerthanker Mahaveer University, Moradabad for 5 years. He also worked for
a brief period in VIPS, affiliated to GGSIP University in 2015. He then pursued full time PhD as UGC JRF for two years and joined
DME in 2018. He has participated in a few conferences and seminars and has also presented papers in those conference and
seminars. His interest area includes Media Research, Development Communication and Corporate Communication.

Ms Deepika Dhawan is Assistant Professor in DME Media School at Delhi Metropolitan Education, Noida, affiliated to GGSIP
University, Delhi. She is a university topper in master’s degree from Apeejay Stya University in 2019. She qualified UGC-NET JRF in
2019. She holds a PGCP in Market Research and Data Analytics from MICA. She has presented papers at international conferences.
Prior to this, she handled automobile brands in the advertising industry.
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Know your faculty
Ms Sanchita Chakraborty is Assistant Professor at the DME Media School of Delhi Metropolitan Education affiliated to GGSIPU
since 2015. Her major areas of specialization include Development Communication, Health Communication and Event
Management. She is NET qualified and currently pursuing PhD in Journalism and Mass Communication from Gautam Buddha
University. She completed her Masters in Media governance from Jamia Milia Islamia and Bachelors in Mass Media and Mass
Communication (BMMMC) from Indraprastha College for women, University of Delhi. She actively participates and presents research
papers in national and international conferences.

Sumantra Sarathi Das is Assistant Professor at the Media School of Delhi Metropolitan Education, Noida. He has done his
masters in Mass Communication from Guru Jambheswar University, Hisar, Haryana. He has done Post Graduate Diploma in Public
Relations from Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, New Delhi. He has more than a decade of experience in the field of television and video
production. He has been teaching and training students subject ranging from TV production to video editing in different institutes
and colleges. He has also undertaken international media projects for training students from countries like Australia, Netherland,
France as an associate trainer.

Mr Mohd Kamil is Assistant Professor at the Media School of Delhi Metropolitan Education (DME), affiliated to Guru Gobind
Singh Indraprastha University, Delhi. He has been associated with DME for past two years taking subject like Writing Skills, Sports
Journalism, Environment Communication and Basics of New Media. Prior joining DME, Mr Kamil has worked with The Times of India
wherein he covered General Elections-2014, UP Assembly Election-2014 and IPL-2016, apart from his regular assignments of
covering the medical and civic beats. He qualified UGC-NET in 2015 and is currently pursuing PhD at MRIIRS, Faridabad. Mr Kamil
is a fitness enthusiast and loves to play cricket in the free time.

Mr Mohit Kishore Vatsa is Assistant Professor at DME Media School of Delhi Metropolitan Education (DME) affiliated to Guru
Gobind Singh Indraprastha University (GGSIPU), Delhi. Prior to joining DME, he worked with Madhu Bala Institute of
Communication & Electronic Media (MBICEM) for over 5 years. He qualified UGC-NET in 2011. He did his Masters in Mass
Communication (MMC) from University School of Mass Communication (USMC), GGSIPU. Prior to joining academics, he had worked
with All India Radio's (AIR) Sports section and General Overseas Service (GOS) as Sports reporter cum Presenter and English
Announcer, respectively. He was an active part of the production team of the Sports section of All India Radio which covered many
bilateral cricket series and the ICC Cricket World Cup 2011. His interest lies in current affairs and sports.

Ms Yashasvika Yadav, is Assistant Professor at Media School of Delhi Metropolitan Education, Noida, GGSIPU. Previously, she
was working with Trinity Institute of Professional Studies, Dwarka, affiliated to GGSIPU where she was the Course Coordinator of the
Journalism and Mass Communication Department. She qualified NET- JRF in 2016. She completed her graduation in Journalism
from Kalindi College, Delhi University followed by a Post Graduate Diploma in Advertising and Public Relations from Indian Institute
of Mass Communication. She has also pursued Masters in Mass Communication from University School of Mass Communication,
GGSIPU. Apart from five years of teaching experience, she possesses experience in the Public Relations field. She has worked in
Perfect Relations for one year where she was handling accounts across diverse industries such as: OYO Rooms, Ritu Kumar and Plaza
Premium Lounge. Her area of interest includes- Advertising, Public Relations and Cinema.
Ritwik Ghosh is Assistant Professor Journalism & Mass Communication at DME Media School. He has interest in data sciences
and visualisation. He handles and manages digital content creation, social media, CMS and digital operations, audio-visual,
multimedia, studio & digital operations and technical designing. He has conducted trainings, webinars and workshop at different
universities on Digital/web Media, Fake News, Media Literacy and Radio Program & Production. He has worked in the broadcasting
industry – BBC, Financial Times, All India Radio & TV channels, where he was handling the entire production line for radio, video,
online, outdoor broadcast/EFP, satellite communication, content creation and production. During tenure at the BBC covered Common
Wealth Games 2010, Bihar elections 2010 from the ground and did the EFP and live broadcasting, have been part of BBC Outlook
team. He is pursuing PhD from K R Mangalam University.
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Know your faculty
Ms Kritika Sati is Assistant Professor at DME Media School, Delhi Metropolitan Education, affiliated to Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University, Delhi and has been teaching subjects like Print Journalism, Design & Graphics, New Media and Public
Relations Lab. She has done her masters in Mass Communication from Guru Jambheshwar University of Science and Technology,
Hisar and is UGC-NET qualified. She completed her graduation from VIPS, GGSIPU. Before joining DME, she has worked in the
public relations industry for over a year.

Ms Sukriti Arora, is Assistant Professor at the Media School of Delhi Metropolitan Education, Noida. She has been teaching here
since February 2019, undertaking subjects like Advertising, Radio, Personality Development, and Media Laws & Ethics. Prior to this,
Ms Arora has worked as a content writer and editor both for full-time and freelance projects for four years. She holds a degree in
Bachelor of Mass Media and Mass Communication from Indraprastha College for Women, University of Delhi and MA in Mass
Communication from Guru Jambeshwar University, Hisar. She qualified UGC-NET in 2018 and has been in academia since. Ms
Arora is an avid memer and loves to use them in her classroom. She has also written a research paper on the subject of political
memes.

Dr Tinam Borah is Assistant Professor at the Media School of Delhi Metropolitan Education (DME), affiliated to Guru Gobind
Singh Indraprastha University, Delhi. She is a post graduate and a gold medalist in Mass Communication and Journalism from
Tezpur University, Assam. She also holds PhD degree in Cultural Studies from Tezpur University. She qualified UGC-NET in 2014.
She has previously freelanced as a writer with publications like The Telegraph, The Assam Tribune and Eclectic North-East and has
also worked with North-East Network (NEN), one of the leading NGOs working for women in the North East. She has also been
associated with North East based e-zine Fried-Eye as copy editor and associate editor. Her areas of research interest are gender,
sexuality and politics of media representation. Other than that she is also interested in music and poetry.

Ms Shefalli Chhibber, is Assistant Professor in Delhi Metropolitan Education, Noida since January 2020. Prior to this, she was
working as a Guest Lecturer in Bhopal. She is a graduate in BJMC from VIPS, IP University and holds a Masters' degree in
Advertising and PR from Makhanlal Chaturvedi National University, Bhopal. Currently she is pursuing PhD from the same university.
She qualified UGC-NET in 2018. Shefalli has participated in various national conferences where she has presented and published
research papers. Her area of interests include Advertising, Media Research and Development Communication.

Mr Sachin Nair is Assistant Professor at DME. He is a Media and language Educator; Digital storyteller, marketer and an
amateur visual artist. He has worked in the social sector for over 2 years as an English Language and Media educator. He also has
worked in independent films as an assistant director and a voice over artist.He is currently working in Delhi Metropolitan Education,
IP University as an Assistant Professor, Mass Communication.

Ms Mudita Raj has keen interest in Literature, Psychology, Folk Philosophy, Poetry, Theatre, and Symbolism. She has published
4 research papers in various inter-disciplinary fields. She has written research papers titled “Use of Archetypes for representation of
women in Hitchcock's Films”, “Representation of Muslims in media and their perception.”, “Dream Interpretation and
Understanding the Unconscious” and ”Role of Folk Stories in shaping women behavior". She has various non-academic publications
as well and has written for publishing houses like Chicken Soup for the Soul and Paperless postcards. She has volunteered with
various NGOs and is currently working with Delhi Metropolitan Education
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Know Your Seniors
Shreya Jha
what the readers expect from him. If the writer caters to the
Kausik Das, a 3rd year student of DME Media School, has
needs of the readers, the content would prove eﬀective.
great passion for writing. He is one of the crucial members
of the newsletter committee. Kausik loves playing video
What contribution has DME made in
games and watching football matches.
your growth as writer and editor and as
What inspired you to start writing?
member of the newsletter committee?
DME has deﬁnitely given me a
I have always enjoyed writing. Writing
surrounding that facilitates my growth as a
stories and essays in school interested
writer. As a media student, I have found
me. I ﬁnd it exciting to put my
many ways to develop creative skills. As
thoughts and emotions into words and
member of the newsletter committee I have
present them in a chosen manner.
gained experience of covering events and
Do you want to pursue writing as a
doing news reporting. Having acquired the
career in the future?
role of a student editor, I have succeeded in
Writing is one of my strongest skills
improving my work ethic and writing
and also an activity I enjoy. It might be
skills.
a ﬁeld I pursue my career in. I do
Advice for your juniors as to how to
believe that writing will be an
become
a writer
important part of my work no matter
Be expressive and don't be afraid of
what I do in the future.
making mistakes. You get to learn from
What according to you makes a
your mistakes. Try to have command over
piece of writing worth reading?
the language you chose to write in. Most
A piece of writing can be written very
importantly, have conﬁdence in yourself
well, yet it may be of no interest to the
and be relaxed. Writing is a mental exercise
Kausik Das
reader. Any content is worth reading if
and you write the best when you have a fresh mind.
the reader is interested in it. A writer should understand

Faculty Achievements
Dr Ambrish Saxena attends Convocation of
K R Mangalam University Gurugram
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School, attended the 3rd Convocation of K R
Mangalam University as a Member of the Academic Council on Saturday November 28.
This time the convocation was conducted online.

Dr Saxena conducts PhD Viva examination in
Makhanlal University Bhopal
Dr Ambrish Saxena conducted the PhD Viva of Mansi Tripathi, a research scholar in
Makhanlal Chaturvedi University of Journalism and Mass Communication, Bhopal, on
December 5. He was invited by the university as an External Expert in the Viva Voce.

Dr Saxena pleads for
media accountability
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor
and Dean, DME Media School,
spoke on Social Accountability
of Media and Participatory
Journalism while participating in
the ﬁrst plenary session of 4th
National Media Conclave
(NMC), organised by Institute of
Media Studies (IMS) under
Utkal University, Bhuvaneshwar
on November 21

SAY
SAY IT
IT IN!
IN

Hello, what is your name?

Spanish
Hola, Cuál es su nombre?
Pronunciation

ho-la, cual es su nam-breh

Bengali
নম ার, আপনার নাম িক?
Pronunciation

Namoshkar, aapnar naam ki
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The Palace of Illusions
Unfolding the illusions of the Mahabharata
Khushi Nagpal

'Love comes like lightening, and disappears the same way.
If you are lucky, it strikes you right'

The Palace of illusions by Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni is a ﬁctional retelling of the epic,
Mahabharata narrated by
Draupadi(Panchaali), the wife of the ﬁve
Pandava brothers. This book covers her whole
life from ﬁery birth, lonely childhood,
marriage and motherhood. Its main theme
revolves around the idea that things are not
same and as beautiful as they look from
outside. The author has penned down this
book in such a beautiful and magical way that
each word leaves the readers mesmerized and
it makes you feel like you are sitting in a
mystical palace among all the characters
witnessing each and every scene. The best part
The Bookis that even if you do not have
The Palace of Illusions
enoughknowledge about the Mahabharata you
Language- English
would ﬁnd no diﬃculty in understanding the
Author- Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni
story.
Price- Rs. 250/-

Web Series
Review
Film and Series Review

The narrative familiarises the readers with all
the pain and loneliness that Draupadi had to
go through during her life.A special emphasis
is given to her friendship and brotherly
relation that she shares with the enigmatic
Krishna and also her secret attraction to the
mysterious man who is her husband's most
dangerous enemy. Like all of us Draupadi also
has a layered personality with shades of grey
from all the incidents of her childhood and
adolescence.
This half-history and half-myth is a deeply
human story about a woman born into a man's
world. This book is a must read for all the
historical ﬁction fans out there because it will
enter you in the world of magic and pain.
Ratings:
Good reads: 4.2/5
Flipkart: 4.5/5

Directors: Anurag Basu
Cast:
Abhishek Bachchan, Pankaj Tripathi,
Rajkummar Rao, Sanya Malhotra

Ludo: A question
of hell or heaven

questionable scenarios. Abhishek
Bachchan (Bittu) plays a criminal
coconut with motherly instincts for his
“Life is like a game of ludo, Aap Jeeto
daughter. Caught in between all this is,
Ya Haaro, Sari Gotiyo Ko Pauchna To
Pearl Maaney (Sheeja Thomas), a
Ek Hi Ghar Mein Hai,” says the most
Malayali nurse, and Rohit Saraf (Rahul),
suspicious character surrounded by dead
a fearful salesboy.
bodies reaching their ﬁnal destination,
The hyperlink ﬁlm with colour-coded
death.
diﬀerent plots is held together by a single
The parallel narrative movie, Ludo
character, Sattu Tripathi. Played by
draws four coloured stories, overlapping
Pankaj Tripathi, Sattu is much more than
at various ends of the screenplay. The
a stud with a leather jacket on lungi
Netﬂix original release captures the
gangster. Along with being a gangster, he
attention of the audience with Basu's
is known to kill people, so that they can
unique pattern of introducing characters
redo their life. He indeed is drenched
and glorifying them.
with arrogance and has a ﬂair for
The plot can be called a Crisscross
defeating death.
Other ratings
puzzle of complex criminal love stories.
Though the movie glues the audience, the
3.5/5 - Indiatoday
Rajkumar Rao aka Aalu, a Mithun
overlapping, in the end, makes it less
7.9/10 - IMDb
Chakraborty enthusiast along with
believable.
3/5 Times of India
Fatima Shaikh aka Pinky, his childhood
It will be fair enough to rate the movie as
obsession can be seen playing the
3 out of 5. It may take a while to
innocent yet drawn to crime so-called couple. Whereas
experience the movie with Basu's eye, but once you get a
Aditya Roy Kapoor (Aakash) and Sanya Malhotra (Shruti)
hold, it tends to leave the audience to ponder on their
play a Sherlock couple, unnecessarily dragged to
thoughts about 'death'.

Yashika Aggarwal
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