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fetch good TRP and that one shouldn't
With the world knocked oﬀ its axis by
Amish Devgan, a prominent
chase it. He further described the process
the pandemic, scientists have been
News Anchor and Managing
of presenting a news story and the eﬀort
striving to develop a vaccine for
Editor of News18 Hindi cluster.
that goes into it from fact-checking to the
COVID-19, but little has been done to
Mr Devgan has been associated
ﬁnal edit.
curb the spread of the unprecedented
with the media industry for the
'infodemic' that has accompanied the
“If spreading fake news has become easy
past 16 years and has worked
virus.
then countering it has also become easy”,
with top media houses like ZEE
To elucidate on the topic 'Challenges
said Mr Devgan while talking about the
and HT Media Ltd. He has
before mainstream media in the phase
rampant spread of fake news and eﬃcient
hosted prominent primetime
of pandemic and infodemic', the DME
use of social media tools like Twitter and
shows like Big story, big debate,
Media School held a special interactive
Facebook in tackling it. He further
commodity market, mandi live,
online session with Mr Amish Devgan, a
diﬀerentiated fake news from deliberately
Takkar and Aarpaar. Mr Devgan
prominent news anchor and Managing
made-up news.
possesses vast knowledge on
Editor of News18 India.
pertinent subjects like politics,
Underlining the importance of digital
business, economy, agriculture
media, Mr Devgan asserted that it has a
Having been taught by Dr Ambrish
and ﬁnancial markets.
Saxena, Dean, DME Media School
promising future and a very convenient
himself, Mr Devgan started by sharing
medium for budding journalists.
his experience and challenges of being a
Dr Susmita Bala, HOD, DME Media
prime time anchor and the immense
School then expressed her gratitude towards Mr Devgan for
accomplishments he has achieved in his journey so far. He
such enlightening session and giving insights of the
also talked about the impact that the pandemic had over the
newsroom.
media and the way it has taught him to be more responsible
Before the conclusion, Mr Devgan took several questions from
as a journalist and to work with various constraints.
the viewers and advised them to never take the wrong path and
Shedding light on the recent buzz around TV news channels' always maintain a presence of mind in order to excel.
TRP, Mr Devgan claimed that a relevant story will always
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Special Interactive Session with a News Anchor

Peenaz Tyagi apprises students with
changes in media industry
Shiv Dhawan
On October 21, DME Media School organised a Special Interactive Session
with Ms Peenaz Tyagi, Senior Editor and Anchor, News Nation news
channel. The topic of the session was 'Contemporary media trends and
aspirations of content creators and receivers'. The session was moderated
by Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School.

Initiating the discussion Dr Saxena talked about the technological
advancements that have changed the media industry asking the budding
media professionals to be tech savvy. He also emphasised on the
importance of gaining knowledge which is a prerequisite for entering the
media industry.
DME Media School welcomed Ms
Peenaz Tyagi with an audio-visual
Peenaz Tyagi is a TeDx speaker
presentation showcasing her
and an award-winning anchor
and News reporter, currently
achievements. Ms Tyagi talked
associated with News Nation as
about the media industry and its
senior editor and anchor. She
transition during the pandemic
had worked with Aaj Tak, for
urging the students to observe and
over 7 years.
understand the changes in the media
industry (pre and post pandemic).
News media has transformed during the pandemic; earlier we were using
high cost equipment, now we have switched over to cost eﬀective and
convenient digital equipment for risk-free news coverage, she added.
She emphasised on the need for media education and told the students
about the practical advantage of theoretical lectures. “Classroom lectures
might sound boring but these are the things which help you in the ﬁeld.
When you are out in the market and when you have to do real assignments,
you'll realise the importance of things taught in the class'', she said.
Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School, thanked Ms Tyagi for her
insightful session which provided the students with fresh perspectives
about the working of the media industry in contemporary times. Ms Kritika
Sati, Assistant Professor, DME Media School, compered the session.
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Adamas University and DME join hands
for a social cause
ADAMAS UNIVERSITY AND DELHI METROPOLITAN EDUCATION
PRESENT

Intense Course on
MEDIA LITERACY FOR STUDENTS

12th - 30th October 2020
12 Sessions 18 Hours

Priyanka Naithani
Delhi Metropolitan Education Noida and
Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media
Media Literacy is the ability School, Delhi Metropolitan Education Noida.
Adamas University Kolkata have joined
to access, evaluate or create
hands in a ﬁrst of its kind initiative in the
The objective of this 3-week online course is
media. The intention of
country that aims to create a better society
Media Literacy education is to impart essential skills amongst students so
and vigilant youth, with an intense Media
that instead of being passive receivers, they
to promote awareness of
Literacy course for school students. The
become active in the media content creation
course was launched as a CSR activity for the media inﬂuence and create
and comprehension process. This 12-session
an active standpoint
students of Mayoor School Noida and Delhi
18-hour course aims to enhance critical
towards both consuming
World Public School Noida Extension on
thinking of students for better understanding
and creating media.
October 12. This initiative is led by Prof.
of media ecosystem and to help them identify
Ujjwal K Chowdhury, Pro Vice Chancellor
polarized content during election campaigns
and Dean of the School of Media, Communication and
and become responsible citizens.
Fashion, Adamas University Kolkata and Dr Ambrish
Conveners

Dr Ambrish Saxena
Professor and Dean
DME Media School
Director, DME Studios and Production
Delhi Metropolitan Education

Prof.Ujjwal K Chowdhury
Pro Vice Chancellor
Dean, School of Media,
Communication and Fashion
Adamas University Kolkata

COURSE OUTLINE
· Period: 12 session – 3 weeks
· Duration: 18 hours @90 minutes per session
· Society Interface: Creating awareness among students
· Certication: Joint certication by Adamas University Kolkata
and Delhi Metropolitan Education, Noida
OBJECTIVES
· To impart essential skills so that the students are not passive
receivers, they are active in the media creation and
comprehension process
· To enhance critical thinking oriented to better understanding of
media ecosystem
· To identify polarized content during election campaign and
become a responsible citizen
TOPIC
Introduction:
· What is media literacy
· Importance of media literacy in contemporary scenario
Types of media and challenges:
· Characteristics: Traditional, conventional, new media and social
media
· Challenges: Traditional, conventional, new media and social
media
Making sense of media:
· Media ownership
· Media policies
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· Legal and ethical issues in Media creation
Representation in media and media bias:
· Diversity in viewpoints
· Gender
· Race
From passive to active user:
· Sharpening critical thinking
· Encouraging scepticism
· Source verication
Different types of content and context:
· Fake News
· Disinformation, misinformation
· Propaganda
· Clickbait
Different types of content and its context:
· Satire
· Hoax
Errors in reporting: Partisan reporting
Conspiracy theories on social media
Credible information online:
· Echo chambers
· Filter bubbles Conrmation bias
Smart and safe use of technology:
· Fact checking
· Reverse image search
· Making sense of deep Fake
Social media etiquette:
· Social media positioning
· Self-organisation
Know your rights:
· Freedom of Speech and Expression
· Copyright
· Defamation
· Contempt of Court
Navigating information online:
· Right to privacy
· Safeguarding own privacy
· Respecting people's privacy
Evaluation
· Test your media literacy skills
· Reinforcing the messages

Media Literacy Course: Day 1

Media Literacy course opened with
address by Dr Asha Singh
Khushi Nagpal
The 3 week intense course on Media Literacy for school
students jointly organised by Delhi Metropolitan Education
and Adamas University, Kolkata was formally opened on
Zoom platform in the presence of the course convenors Prof.
Ujjwal K Chowdhury, Pro Vice Chancellor and Dean of the
School of Media, Communication and Fashion, Adamas
University Kolkata and Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and
Dean, DME Media School, Delhi Metropolitan Education,
Noida. Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School, also
graced the event with her presence.
Highlighting the importance of media literacy, Prof. Ujjwal
K Chowdhury said that “It is all because of media literacy
that we are able to mark a movie as average, good or bad”.
The resource persons for this session Dr Ambrish Saxena and
Dr Asha Singh, Associate Professor, School of Media,
Communication and Fashion, Adamas University, also
endorsed the viewpoint of Prof. Chowdhury.

In the session, Dr Saxena and Dr Singh familiarized the
students with the concept of media literacy and explained
how change in technology has played a role in the
ﬂourishment of social media. Discussion was also carried out
on how media has made us both the producers and
consumers of content. The main focus was on the topic of
circulation of fake messages on social media and how to
diﬀerentiate between false news and true news.
Dr Asha Singh underlined the importance of media literacy
in contemporary scenario. The students were told to be
active consumers of content by analysing a media message
from diﬀerent view points so that its actual meaning can be
conveyed.
Ms Yashasvika Yadav, Assistant Professor, DME Media
School, Delhi Metropolitan Education, extended a vote of
thanks to the guests and the students for their participation.

Media Literacy Course: Day 2

Swati Chandak discusses media characteristics
and challenges
Aamaan Aalam Khan
The second session of the 18-hours course on Media Literacy
jointly organised by Delhi Metropolitan Education Noida
and Adamas University Kolkata for school students was held
on October 14 on Zoom platform. This course, which is a
ﬁrst of its kind in the country, is the brain-child of course
convenors Prof. Ujjwal K Chowdhury, Pro Vice Chancellor,
Adamas University and Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and
Dean, Media School, Delhi Metropolitan Education.
In his introductory remarks, Dr Saxena described the current
scenario in media while emphasising that the digital medium
has transformed the content, delivery and reception in a big
way. He also cautioned about the risks involved in this new
situation.
Ms Swati Chandak, Assistant Professor, School of Media,
Communications and Fashion, Adamas University Kolkata,
was the resource person for the session that was focused on
diﬀerent types of media and their challenges. Ms Chandak
delivered a presentation containing all the important aspects

of media and digital communication tracing it from
paintings as a form of communication to the current phase
of internet and the digital media. She spoke about the
characteristics and challenges of traditional, conventional,
new media and social media highlighting the evolution and
the growth of each.
“Currently media and communication is part of our life in
almost all the work that we do. This has resulted in the
spread of misinformation, disinformation, fake news and
cyber bullying and raised privacy issues”, said Ms.
Chandak. She further explained clickbait as a form of false
advertisement which is deceptive and misleading.
The session was coordinated by Dr Asha Singh, Associate
Professor in the School of Media, Communication and
Fashion, Adamas University and Ms Yashasvika Yadav,
Assistant Professor in the DME Media School, Delhi
Metropolitan Education.
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Media Literacy Course: Day 3

Krishna Pandey reviews media ownership
and policy framework
Aamaan Alam Khan
On the third day of the 3-week Intense Course on Media
Literacy for school students held on October 15, Ms Krishna
Pandey, Assistant Professor, DME Media School gave her
illuminating insights on the topic 'Making sense of Media' and
talked about media ownership, policies and legal and ethical
issues in media creation.
The programme, which is a ﬁrst of its kind initiative in the
country for a better society and vigilant youth, is the result of
the collective eﬀorts of Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and
Dean, DME Media School, Delhi Metropolitan Education and
Prof. Ujjwal K Chowdhary, Pro Vice Chancellor and Dean,
School of Media, Communication and Fashion, Adamas
University.
Ms Pandey initiated by familiarising the students with the
giant conglomerates that own media houses around the world.
She also talked about the Indian news channels and their
ownership. She further diﬀerentiated Indian media market
from other markets and described its highly fragmented nature
which is due to the socio economic diversities.
Ms Pandey explained diﬀerent types of controls that
corporates have over media houses, their vested interests and

political aﬃliations that aﬀect the process of news
dissemination. She also apprised the participants of the
various media ownership patterns.
“Self-regulation and introspection from the society is the best
solution to check the paid news phenomenon”, said Ms
Krishna Pandey while talking about media ethics and
sensationalisation of news. She further asserted that
newspaper remained as the most credible source of the news
in the world.
Dr Ambrish Saxena talked about various associations formed
to keep a check on the media and also shared some instances
where particular news channels had to face the music due to
their irresponsible journalism. Both Dr Saxena and Ms
Pandey answered several queries of the students before
concluding the session.
The session was coordinated by Dr Asha Singh, Associate
Professor in the School of Media, Communication and
Fashion, Adamas University and Ms Yashasvika Yadav,
Assistant Professor in the DME Media School, Delhi
Metropolitan Education.

Media Literacy Course: Day 4

Sharmila Kayal analyses politics of media representation
Preyensha Srivastava
On Day 4 (October 16) of the 3-week intense course on Media
Literacy for school students, a collaborative venture of Delhi
Metropolitan Education Noida and Adamas University
Kolkata, Dr Sharmila Kayal, Assistant Professor, School of
Media, Communication and Fashion, Adamas University,
imparted her expert knowledge on the topic 'Representation in
Media and Media Bias'. The highlight of the session was the
discussion on diversity in viewpoints and media
representations of people of diﬀerent genders and race.
To explain the characteristics of media representations Dr
Kayal quoted Jessica Hyde's words - "However realistic or
compelling some media images seem, they never represent the
world direct. They are always a construction, a representation,
rather than a clear window on the real world.”
Dr Kayal also talked about gender inequality in media
highlighting the male domination in the industry. She shared
some statistics of Gender and Education Association 2020 for
substantiating his viewpoint. The statistics showed that 63.4%

members in media are men while only 36.1% are women and
0.5% are categorised as others. She also briefed the students
about 11 types of biases in media and explained the ways one
can check the facts of the news they receive. She emphasised
on the importance of understanding the politics of
representation in media, before answering the questions put
up by students.
Course coordinators Ms Yashasvika Yadav, Assistant
Professor, DME Media School, and Dr Asha Singh, Associate
Professor, Adamas University, were also present during the
session and encouraged the students to study and understand
representation in media.
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School and convenor
of the course, expressed his satisfaction over conducting the
media literacy course along with Prof. Ujjwal Chowdhury,
Pro Vice Chancellor of Adamas University. He urged students
to make the most out of the course.

5

Media Literacy Course: Day 5

Yashasvika Yadav emphasises on
critical thinking and scepticism
Kausik Das
The intense course on Media Literacy for students, jointly
organised by Delhi Metropolitan Education Noida and
Adamas University Kolkata continued on Day 5 (October 17)
with Ms Yashasvika Yadav, Assistant Professor, DME Media
School as the resource person.
Speaking on the topic 'From passive to active user', Ms Yadav
went over some key points such as sharpening critical
thinking, encouraging scepticism and source veriﬁcation.
Talking about critical thinking, she explained its importance in
the modern world. “It is about being an active learner rather
than being a passive receiver of information”, she said.
Further, she mentioned that critical thinking is a continuous
process of learning and developing an attitude of rational and
logical thinking.
Ms Yadav talked about the meaning and need for scepticism.
She encouraged students to look for credible information and
not believe everything immediately. She also talked about the
process of information from sender to receiver.
She stressed upon verifying information and suggested few

ways to identify correct source of information. She also
touched upon the biases present in media regarding certain
topics which lead to false content being provided.
Ms Yadav also conducted an activity where she engaged the
participants by verifying whether a piece of information is
genuine or not.
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School, pointed out
the importance of such sessions on media literacy. “We have to
be well-versed with the functioning of media, media content
and how to make out meaning from what we read, watch or
listen.” he said. He expressed his gratitude to Prof. Ujjwal
Chowdhury, Pro Vice Chancellor of Adamas University, for
being instrumental in starting the Media Literacy course.
Dr Asha Singh, Associate Professor, School of Media,
Communication and Fashion, Adamas University, gave her
remarks on the topic of the day. She concluded the session by
encouraging the practice of questioning information received
and expanding knowledge.

Media Literacy Course: Day 6

Dr Sunayan and Shubrajit explain dangers of fake news
Kausik Das
The sixth session of the 3-week intense course on Media
Literacy for students jointly organised by Delhi Metropolitan
Education Noida and Adamas University Kolkata witnessed
deliberations on 'diﬀerent types of content and context' on
October 19. The resource persons for the session were Dr
Sunayan Bhattacharjee and Mr Shubrajit Dutta, Assistant
Professors, School of Media, Communication and Fashion,
Adamas University.
Convenor of the course, Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and
Dean, DME Media School, began the session with a few
words emphasising the importance of the course. He
commented 'There are two major objectives of this course –
fostering media awareness and helping students understand
the relevance and credibility of information distributed by
media.”
Dr Bhattacharjee introduced the concept of 'content' and its
context and elaborated his learnings using a detailed
presentation. Explaining the concept of fake news, he advised,
“The important thing is to remain vigilant and take every
piece of information with a pinch of salt.”
Dr Bhattacharjee emphasised on the increased use of social

media in misleading people. “There is no gatekeeping involved
in social media. There is no ﬁlter mechanism.” he said.
Further, Dr Bhattacharjee explained the diﬀerence between disinformation, mis-information and mal-information with the use
of examples. He also pointed out ways to debunk false content.
Mr Dutta explained the concept of propaganda and clickbait.
He mentioned that propaganda includes asymmetric cycle of
communication and involves manipulation. Speaking on the
diﬀerence between education and propaganda, he said,
“Education gives you all the sides while propaganda doesn't let
you choose.”
He further explained propaganda using many examples and
shared a video regarding critical thinking. He also showed a
few examples of clickbait advertisements, and urged the
participants to be wary of such deceptive modes of
communication.
Dr Asha Singh, Associate Professor, School of Media,
Communication and Fashion, Adamas University and Ms
Yashasvika Yadav, Assistant Professor, DME Media School,
moderated the session. A Q&A session was also conducted
before concluding the session.
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Students showcase photography skills
during online event
Mohit Kishore Vatsa
The Photography Society of the Institute- DME Frames
organized an Online Theme based photography
competition on October 16 via Zoom platform. The theme
of the competition was Nature and Architecture. The event
was judged by Mr Sumantra Sarathi Das, Assistant
Professor, DME Media School.
Unlike the ﬁrst Online event which was titled “Lockdown
Diaries” conducted during the month of August; this time
the focus was on capturing the intricacies of nature and
architecture through a lens. A total of 60 entries were
received for the event this time.
All the entries were judged on the following parametres
such as composition, creativity, storytelling and captions.

During the event, Mr Das asked relevant questions from
each participant such as why he/she clicked a particular
picture from a given angle. It was an enriching experience
for the members of the society as Mr Das shared not only
his practical experience but also gave them valuable
suggestions regarding photography.
Ashish Mittal's photograph was declared as the Best
Photograph depicting nature. Gaurang's photograph on the
theme architecture was adjudged second and Ashish Mittal
stood at the Third position. An interesting slideshow of all
the entries prepared by Kanhaiyya Bansal, Student
convenor was also played during the event.

Virtual tribute to cine legends

Open house Quiz by Cine Treasures
Shriya Singh
DME Cine Treasures - the ﬁlm appreciation society of Delhi
Metropolitan Education (DME) organised a virtual event on
October 16 to pay tribute to the glorious cine-stars of Indian
Cinema who left for heavenly abode in the year 2020. The
gathering was an open house quiz for DME students. The
online event started with a short video paying respect to
magniﬁcent stars from Indian cinema like S.P.
Balasubrahmanyam, Saroj Khan, Sushant Singh Rajput,
Rishi Kapoor, and Irrfan Khan.
Yukta Prakash, Student convener, DME Cine Treasures and
host of the show explained guidelines about the event. Five

AVs of all the deceased cine-stars depicting their lives was
played during the event. The AVs were prepared by Student
coordinators of the society Shriya Singh and Ayush Goyal.
Open house quiz based on audio-visuals were conducted
during the event. The gathering got emotional after
watching and remembering about their favourite stars.
Participants also interacted during the session voicing their
appreciation for the Cine legends. As many as 36
participants participated in the quiz.
The session concluded by a vote of thanks by Ms Shanu
Jain, co-convenor of the society.
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SPARC Foundation Day celebration

Student Council of DME Media School pledges
to keep pace with times
Kausik Das

Dr Susmita, Head, DME Media School, applauded the
Students with Positive Attitude and Resonating
activities of the students. She said that no task is impossible
Communication - SPARC, the student council of DME
with group work. She encouraged the members of SPARC to
Media School, celebrated its one year in existence as the
keep working hard and remain positive.
'SPARC Foundation Day' on October 16.
Ms Deepika Dhawan, Assistant Professor, DME Media
The celebration of the online event was magniﬁed by Mr
School, and faculty
Aman Sahni, Vice Chairman,
DME and Justice Bhanwar
coordinator, SPARC,
About SPARC
Singh, Director General, DME
talked about the growth
SPARC was formally constituted on September 19, 2019 with
with their gracious presence.
of SPARC and the
the
aim
of
bringing
out
the
best
in
the
students
of
DME
Media
success of the team.
Mr Aman Sahni expressed the
School
and
promote
a
positive
attitude
and
a
channel
of
She further praised and
need for leadership skills among
communication
among
students
and
teachers
alike.
The
encouraged the student
students and the importance of
student body, over the course of one year, has conducted
members of SPARC.
having an environment where
various activities and organised many events.
The student achievers
people can communicate
of DME Media School
openly. “This is a process of
Recent events organised by SPARC
were acknowledged
imbibing a culture of
Jashn-e-hind Republic Day celebration
through a video
positivity.” he said
Teachers' Day celebration
showcasing their
Justice Bhanwar Singh
Gandhi & Shastri Jayanti celebration
achievements in this
encouraged the students to
function.
develop a positive attitude and
SPARC activities
Student members of
live by those principles. He
My Knowledge My Strength
SPARC, Priyanka
stressed upon the importance of
Quote of the day
Naithani and Kausik
having strong mindset and
News discussion
Das, shared their
maintaining positive language.
Word of the day
experiences of being a
“Look at what you have
part of the student
achieved, not what you have
council.
lost. There is no point in
regretting”, he emphasised
Priyanka recounted the initial idea behind SPARC and its
creation the previous year. “The formation of the SPARC
Dr Ravikant Swami, Director, DME, spoke about the
team was the turning point in our lives. We have been
importance of the initiative of SPARC. He said, “SPARC is
engaged in many activities, both online and oﬄine. I think we
about real student activities, not activities decided by the
have managed it quite well”, she said. Kausik appreciated the
college.” He congratulated all members of SPARC for their
hard work of all the members of SPARC. “The SPARC team
hard work and achievements.
has
been working tirelessly and whenever any task is
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School, talked
undertaken,
they accomplish it successfully”, he added.
about the system of communication created by SPARC. He
mentioned that the student council helped in providing the
The session was concluded with a vote of thanks by Priyanka
right guidance and support to each member of DME Media
and Kausik.
School. “We are always ready to innovate and come out with
new ideas”, he said.

Student members of SPARC: Shruti Pandey, Nayana Parameswaran, Ansh Pandey, Rittika Talukdar, Shiv Dhawan, Shreya Jha,
Shreya Sinha, Twinkle Gupta, Shriya Singh, Muskan Baweja, Priyanka Naithani, Kausik Das, Shinjini Tripathi, Siddharth Kukreja,
Suraj Khanna, Ishita Tadiyal, Somya Bhaskar, Mithi Singh
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Students test their knowledge in media quiz

Let's Get Quizzical
Kausik Das
To bring fun and excitement to the dullness induced by the
pandemic, DME Media School organised a media quiz – 'Let's
Get Quizzical' on October 14. The quiz witnessed eager
participation from the contestants as well as the audience.
Five groups with three members each participated in the quiz
competition. The quiz had ﬁve diﬀerent rounds Contemporary culture, Advertisements, Cinema, Media
general knowledge and Rapid-ﬁre. The event was also made
interesting with the addition of audience rounds.
In addition to the quiz competition, a Collpoll activity was
being conducted for the last one month, wherein questions
were being regularly uploaded on ERP Collpoll and the
students of DME were being encouraged to guess the correct
answers.
The winners of the main quiz competition were members of

group 3 – Harsh Prajapati, Prachi Sharma and Vicky Pal. The
winner of the audience round was Muskan Baweja, while the
winner of the collpoll activity was Kunika Khurana.
Prize amounts were awarded to all the winners while
certiﬁcates were awarded to all the participants.
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Professor and Dean, DME Media School
expressed his delight over the event. He said, “I think this is an
event of its own kind. It is a welcome initiative since such
activities directly address the mind and lead to intellectual
growth.”
Dr Susmita Bala, Head, DME Media School encouraged all
students to conduct and take part in such events more often.
She said, “This was quite a well organised event. There should
be no roadblocks to increasing knowledge through such
activities”.

Teesta Setalvad pleads for the rights of the people
Sharmishtha Sharma
With the objective to motivate and encourage
students' participation in community welfare, an
online lecture on 'Protecting Civil Rights and
Communities' was delivered by Ms Teesta
Setalvad, popular Indian civil rights activist and
journalist who works as a defender of human
rights. The lecture was organised by
Community Connect Society of Delhi
Ms Setalvad is the
Metropolitan Education (DME) on October 14.
secretary of Citizens for
Focusing on the issues pertaining to the
Justice and Peace, an
protection of civil rights, she said, "One of the
organisation formed to
main problems in our country is that our civil
ﬁght for justice for the
and constitutional rights knowledge has not
victims of communal
reached the people." She said that people must
violence in the state of
know and exert their rights.
Gujarat in 2002.
"In India, still a vast majority believe in
intermingling and welcoming people from
diﬀerent religions and races," she added while commenting on
multicultural dimension of the country.

Making a strapping remark, she said, "Once the
government starts believing that they do not
need to discuss any change with the people, it
is at this point when you start calling it an
autocratic government."
Responding to a question put forth by Dr
Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School,
Ms Setalvad said that administrative and
judicial reforms should be taken up on priority
and people's issues should be on the forefront
in the making and execution of policies.
The event was moderated by Ms Sharmishtha
Sharma, Student Coordinator, Community
Connect society. Welcome address and vote of
thanks was delivered by Dr Smita Gupta,
Convener of the Community Connect.

Faculty Achievements
Dr Ambrish Saxena reviews presentations by PhD scholars in DRC of Amity
Dr Ambrish Saxena joined the meeting of DRC, Amity School of Communication (ASCO), Amity University, Noida, on
October 22 and reviewed the presentations of 5 newly admitted PhD scholars.

Ms Manmeet Kaur completes Pre Submission of her PhD
Ms Manmeet Kaur, Assistant Professor, DME Media School, made a presentation for pre-submission of PhD thesis on the
topic 'Indian Cinema and it's Audience: Reception and Relationships' on October 12 in the Department of Journalism and
Mass Communication Regional Campus Jalandhar.
Dean of the Campus, Head of Law department and Head of Electronics department joined the presentation through videoconferencing. Dr Namarta Joshi, Associate Professor and Head of the Department of Journalism and Mass Communication
along with research scholars of the department attended the presentation. The pre-submission documentation was completed
under the supervision of Dr Namarta Joshi.
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Gannat International Conference turns online,
DME registers its presence
Mudita Raj
To the delight of folk music lovers Gannat
International Conference was launched as a part of
the International Folklore Festival of Gannat,
France in 2019. Preparations for organising the
second edition of the conference and the festival
got a jolt in the wake of COVID- 19 pandemic. In
an eﬀort to continue with the tradition, Dr Vikrant
Kishore from Deakin University Australia in
association with Etienne Rougier from Montreal
University Canada took a lead in organising the
conference online on October 16.
The ﬁrst of its type, this edition of the Online
Conference Series, on Intangible Cultural Heritage,
was titled, “Storytelling through Masks: Ritual,
Religion, Resistance”. was organised by the
National Association Cultures du Monde with the
support of many organisations including CIOFF

(International Council of Folklore Festivals),
UNESCO, University of Montreal, Canada and
Deakin University, Australia.
The Conference was based on Masks, being an
intangible cultural heritage, and how diﬀerent
cultures have used them for diﬀerent purposes from
resistance to aesthetics. Scholars from around the
world were a part of this conference, David Rosales
Muyaes from Mexico, Prof. Alphousseyni Diato
from Senegal, Norah Beatriz Valverde Tapia and
Raissa Sofía Torrico Valverde from Bolivia and Dr
Vikrant Kishore and Dr Dhvani Joshi from Australia.
India was represented by Delhi Metropolitan
Education as Dr Ambrish Saxena and Ms Mudita Raj
presented a paper on comparative analysis of masks
used in Chhau and Khon.

Presentation – 1

Muyaes sheds light on how Masks have been a
representation of the social hierarchy in Mexico
David Rosales Muyaes from Mexico presented
a paper titled, “Masks and Resistance: A story
of domination and class conﬂict in Mexican
Dance.” He described how the most
representative dances used masks as an
instrument of evangelization and social control
during the Spanish Conquest.
He illustrated the dances that also used masks,
but whose use is linked to the processes of
social resistance against the structures of power
and control during the Spanish Colony in
Mexico.

Expert: David Rosales Muyaes
Country: Mexico
Topic: Masks and Resistance: A story of
domination and class conflict in Mexican
Dance.

Muyaes said that masks being a signiﬁcant matter
allow us to understand the human groups that used
them, the communities that created them, their
relationship with the environment and the
surroundings, the economy and forms of
production, the organisation of work, political
organisation, family forms and religious practices,
social institutions, existing hierarchies and the
social order. Thus, he gave the audience an overall
idea of the Social Hierarchy present in that time.

Presentation – 2

Prof. Alphousseyni Diato illustrates the use of
masks in Senegal during ceremonies
“Masks are very important in African
ceremonies, especially during various
ceremonies (initiations, funerals ...)” said Prof.
Alphousseyni Diato from Senegal. His paper
was titled, “Use of masks in traditional, ritual,
ceremonial, religious, tribal and community
dance forms of Senegal”.
In Senegal, despite Islamisation, certain ethnic
groups have been able to retain their cultural
practices, in particular the masks and the rituals
that accompany them (dances, clothing,
disguises, songs). Senegalese masks are rarely
carved like others from Africa, but rather made
in the form of a helmet mask. It is worn by an
initiate whose body is fully or partially covered

Expert: Prof. Alphousseyni Diato
Country: Senegal
Topic: Use of Masks In Traditional, Ritual
Ceremonial, Religious, Tribal and
Community Dance Forms of Senegal
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by natural elements (bark, raﬃa, leaves, strips of
fabric or red sisal).
Prof. Diato pointed out that according to the
common belief, the mask thus embodies "a spirit"
or a "genius" that inhabits it. He is a "sacred being",
an instrument of social harmony. In traditional
society, the mask is at the same time a religious,
political and social institution. He is a mediator
between God, ancestors and men. He intervenes in
political decisions, accompanies sowing and
harvesting, punishes the culprits, ensures the
sustainability of knowledge, welcomes the child at
birth, allows him to become an adult, brings him to
the world of wisdom and accompanies him in his
life.

Presentation – 3

Norah and Raissa paint the “Life”
of a mask in Bolivian culture
Norah Beatriz Valverde Tapia and Raissa
Sofía Torrico Valverde presented the
attendees of the online conference series
with glimpses of the religious folk
festivities in Bolivia where the
community gathers to socialise and live
their traditions. They said that the use of
masks is one of the most important
traditions of their culture. Their research
paper was titled “Masks in Bolivian
culture and the international folklore
festival La Danza Integradora de
Culturas”.

Expert:
Norah Beatriz, Valverde Tapia and
Raissa Sofía Torrico Valverde
Country: Bolivia
Topic: Masks in Bolivian Culture, and the
International Folklore Festival “La Danza
Integradora de Culturas”

They highlighted that various masks are
made of diﬀerent materials and their use
is believed to date back to time
immemorial. The Andean man used them
for diﬀerent reasons, mainly to worship
their gods. They discussed the use of
masks in Bolivian culture, especially with
reference to the masks dance/culture that
are represented/displayed during the
festival.
They pointed out at how masks have
passed from one generation to another
and transcended time to still be “alive”
today.

Presentation – 4

Dr Vikrant and Dr Joshi from Australia talk
about aesthetics in Masks as used in Chhau
Dr Vikrant Kishore from Deakan
University along with Dr Dhvani Joshi
presented a research titled, “Rasaaesthetics of Chhau: Exploring Moods
and Emotions in Purulia Chhau Dance
Masks!” at the Gannat International
Conference.
They pointed out that the masks in
Chhau are speciﬁcally designed keeping
in mind the rasa (mood/emotion) of the
character/s in a story. Narrating the Rasa
theory as propounded by Bharat (in
Natyashastra), they emphasised that it
has been deeply embedded in the
Hindu/Indian performing art forms. This

Expert:
Dr. Vikrant Kishore and Dr. Dhvani Joshi
Country: Australia
Topic: Rasa-aesthetics of Chhau:
Exploring Moods and Emotions in
Purulia Chhau Dance Masks!

Rasa theory is used in a way that the
masks, “come to life” with the performer
becoming secondary and the mask taking
the front stage.
Dr Kishore and Dr Joshi then postulated,
most of the stories in Chhau revolve
around war/combat and thus Vira,
Raudra and Bibhatsa rasas dominate the
dance form. Thus, other rasas also play a
very important part in the Chhau
repertoire. The presentation brought
forward the beauty of the Rasa theory
and how it brings life and gives an
independent character to masks.

Dr Ambrish Saxena and Mudita Raj talks about
symbolism of masks in Gannat Conference
Dr Ambrish Saxena and Ms Mudita Raj of
Delhi Metropolitan Education represented
India at the Gannat International
Conference and highlighted the symbolism
of masks while describing the evolution of
Khhon and Chhau masks. They also
presented a psycho-social comparative
analysis of both type of masks.
The topic of their presentation was
Symbolisms in masks used in Khon and
Chhau: A comparative analysis of various psycho-social
factors.
Talking about the importance of Masks, Dr Saxena,
highlighted, that “The artists have created a bridge between
themselves and the character they are playing, using masks,
which becomes, “A pathway to god or ancestors”. Asian
dance forms use masks often, two such dance forms being,
Chhau of the Indian subcontinent and Khon of Thailand.

While tracing the origin of Chhau and Khon,
Ms Raj said that both type of masks are used
to perform the epic Ramayana and the artists
use the masks for the characters that they are
playing. These masks despite sharing origin
(Indian), have evolved over the time and have
transformed to create an identity of their own
today. Like two branches of the same tree that
share the roots, they are characteristically
diﬀerent and their diﬀerence highlights the
psycho-social diﬀerences of both the countries.
They motioned how masks have changed and so has the
method of propagation. Kho has followed a Top Down
approach whereas Chhau still belongs to the people.
This, Conference titled, “Storytelling through Masks: Ritual,
religion and Resistance” was the ﬁrst of it's kind to be held on
online platform Zoom.
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Media Master Series - 7

Dr Saxena persuades students to enhance
knowledge through education
Shiv Dhawan
DME Media School conducted a webinar on 'Prospects in
Media Studies' as part of their webinar series 'Media
Master' on October 14. Media Master series provide
aspiring media students with an opportunity to learn more
about the media industry. This webinar focused on Digital
Marketing, Electronic Media, Advertising and Public
Relations.
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School, talked
about the intricacies of the media industry and explained
how students can become successful media professionals in
this digital era. He emphasised on the importance of
communication while persuading the students to carry
forward the process of learning, “Communication is a twoway process, students have to involved in this process”, he
said.
Dr Saxena spoke at length about DME Media School's
digital shift which enables learning even during the
ongoing pandemic. He highlighted the need for knowledge,
''If you're working in the media industry, you're working in

the knowledge industry, knowledge needs to be enhanced
constantly''.
Ms Deepika Dhawan, Assistant Professor, DME, and
session moderator expressed her gratitude towards Dr
Saxena for extending his valuable inputs to students
enabling them to understand the importance of media
education before entering the media industry.

Spanish

SAY
SAY IT
IT IN!
IN

Bengali

¡Hola amigo! Ha pasado
tanto tiempo que nos conocimos.

Hi friend!
It's been so long since we met

Pronunciation

Pronunciation

Ola a-mi-go!! aa pa-sa-daa Tan-to
ti-em-po ke nos ko-no-si-mos

Bandhu! Anek din hol tomader
saathe dekha hoi nai
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