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GDP may be in negative zone
Spurt in demand can revive economy
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economy will be unprecedented and will be felt for strained by lack of adequate investment over
decades and fragmentation of land holdings. The
many months to come. There is now little doubt
adverse impact of COVID-19 on Indian agriculture,
that India's economy during 2020-21 will
on which two-thirds of
contract. Even the
India's population
Reserve Bank of India
depends on for its
has expressed the fear
livelihood, will be no less
that India's gross
formidable a challenge.
domestic product or GDP
may be in the negative
For the industrial sector
zone. This will be the first
the services
The author is Editorial Director of and
time that the Indian
companies, the impact of
Business Standard and its former COVID-19 and the twoeconomy will contract
after 1979-80.
Editor.
month long lockdown will
A negative growth rate
He is also the author of The Rise of mean a long haul before
for the economy will also Goliath - Twelve Disruptions they can recover from the
current stalling of all
mean a grave crisis for
That
Changed
India,
published
by
economic activities. The
the job market. Already,
Penguin
in
July
2019.
package of economic
a survey conducted by the
measures, announced by
Centre for Monitoring the
the government, is huge.
Indian Economy shows
But it is largely geared to providing finance and
that the unemployment rate has shot up to over
helping the various affected sectors of the
23 per cent. The plight of migrant workers after
economy to resume production. Therefore, there is
the lockdown is even worse. A majority of the 70
million migrant workers went back home after the very little in the package to revive the demand in
the economy, which can bring about an early
sudden lockdown to do some agricultural work on
recovery.
the field. This, however, has meant

A.K.
Bhattacharya

WHAT'S IN
THIS ISSUE
Newsroom in Covid 19

2

Faculty Interview

3

Know your alumni

3

The Power of Digital

04

Labour Issues

05

Rural Journalism

06

Journalism in COVID 19

07

Indian Economy in COVID 19 09
Trends & Opportunities

10

Poems

11

Exclusive Reports on Page 1 & 12

COVID 19: Social Distancing Among States
Aman Sahni, Vice Chairman, DME
The analogy of battling the pandemic with fighting a war has been used across all countries and by nearly all political leaders. Taking this at face value, it is easy
to comprehend the logical aggregate- all states of the world are at war.
Such language has not been commonplace in a long time- ever since World War II as it turns out. About 75 years ago, aghast with the eventualities of war and
with a hope of an amicable international order, the United Nations was formed. Establishment of the UN marked the start of an international regime that was
projected to be, at least in theory, global in terms of representation and collaboration. It would thus not be unreasonable to imagine that after 75 years, during
this war, calling the shots would be the UN or another intergovernmental organisation. Such a presumption would be even more cogent given that this war is not
between the states, but against a common enemy- COVID 19.
Cut to 2020, and a casual glance at the news tells a different story. Different states have opted for outrageously different responses to the virus, with India going
for a conservative lockdown so far whereas the USA and UK comparatively focussing more on economic health. Sweden going down an outlandish approach
altogether and Brazil being led by a President in denial. At the same time, suspicions and concerns over the origins and China's handling of the situation are
widespread. The current 'Strongmen Era' in world politics has seen the majority of our current set of leaders handling this situation in a manner that projects
solely their personal powerful governance methodology. Add to this the scandalously low level of confidence that seems to be carried in the WHO and its
operations by the various stakeholders, and it's no surprise that it's each state for itself in this war, until scientists (soon, hopefuly) save the day with a vaccine.
Could Modi, Trump, Johnson, Putin, Xi Jinping, Netanyahu, and the much more congenial Merkel joined forces in this war and truly clubbed strategies and
resources to win a global war for all humanity? Could this have been possible under the auspices of an intergovernmental organisation that actually mattered?
Maybe! But again, that's not the international relations regime we live in. That's not the world we live in.
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Biggest challenge
amid corona is to
break social
cohesiveness of a
newsroom into social
distancing: Peenaz Tyagi

gap. She explained how different
organisations adopted different team
management practices, forming various
teams, which didn't come in contact with
each other so that in case a team gets
infected, other teams can continue working.
Talking about how studio and PCR adapted
to this change, she told that most TV
When the COVID-19 has impinged almost
channels refrain from two anchor shows.
every professional field and working of TV
Similarly, in PCR too, one person is now
news channels have also been impacted,
taking up multiple roles. Input team,
hundreds of media students and the
consisting of reporters and cameraperson,
academicians from across the country were
has been worst affected as they have to go
apprised about the changes espoused by TV
on the field. Ms Tyagi told that the reporters
news channels for smooth functioning during
are properly oriented before they go on-field
a webinar organised by DME Media School
and are provided with all safety gears by the
on 'TV Newsroom in Corona Time' on May
company.
12, 2020.
She further told that
Ms Peenaz Tyagi,
reporters and anchors
senior journalist,
are given Mojo kits
editor and anchor at
and have been trained
News Nation, shared
in using apps like
insights into the
Dejero and LiveU, so
functioning of a TV
that they can report
news channel amid
and record bulletin on
the global pandemic.
their own. The
The session was
modification of
hosted by Dr Ambrish
equipment also
Saxena, Dean, DME
helped them report
Media School.
while maintaining
Ms Tyagi began by
sufficient social
explaining the entire
distance.
set up of a TV news
The session concluded with a Q&A round
channel, consisting of assignment desk,
wherein participants asked questions related
output and input desk, video editors,
to working of a news channel, news
producers, editor and many other
gathering and the changes brought in wake
departments. She told that traditionally all
of Corona Virus. The fruitful session helped
departments sit on the same floor for ease of
shed light on the future of broadcast
coordination. So, the biggest challenge was
journalism.
to break this social cohesiveness into social
distancing, without causing communication
- Kritika Sati

Collective endeavour need
of the hour against
disinformation
Fake news or disinformation is not new to India
and the world but the unprecedented amount
of disinformation which has been injected
during this period of pandemic has astonished
everyone. In less than a period of six months,
boomlive.in- an independent fact-checking
digital media platform has alone analysed as
many as 178 fact checks on COVID-19
associated misinformation from January to
May. The list is endless, as several other
platforms have unfolded various hoaxes in
recent past.
The situation is intense as the Supreme Court
of India while hearing a status report on
COVID-19 presented by Centre on March 31,
2020 said, “We expect media to maintain a
strong sense of responsibility and ensure that
unverified news causing panic is not
disseminated.” The reply was given after the
Centre has sought direction from the apex court
stating that the biggest impediment in fighting
a pandemic is the circulation of fake news.
Apart from autonomous media organisations
and some mainstream media networks, reports
suggest that government agencies are also on
their toes and rebuking a good number of fake
news through different platforms. But the
biggest challenge looms over social media
platforms where a copious amount of
unchecked information is in circulation.
At the point when the entire human race is
battling against this fatal infection, it is our
joint obligation to treat counterfeit news the
same way as we are handling the pandemic,
since it has made incredible harm from
creating panic to loss of lives. Only our
collective endeavour could stop it from
accomplishing more obliteration to our society.
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Faculty Interview:
Ms Yashasvika Yadav

“I believe all media
organizations require
the same skill set”
How was your experience
working in the PR sector?
It was an enriching experience. My work
ethic was cultivated in PR. Although, my
stint at the organization was short, I
learned numerous skills such as
deadline management, the art of small
talk, and relationship building abilities.
Due to this opportunity, I met people
from assorted fields with various
perspectives, it opened my mind.
Personally, I was someone who preferred
to be in the comfort zone, but the
organization gave me the opportunity to
work with multiple accounts.
What is your approach while
teaching students?
I believe that chalk and talk method of
teaching should be complemented with
practical experience, once this approach
is implemented the message which a
teacher is trying to deliver will be
reinforced in the minds of the students. I
believe that learning by doing approach
is the most effective method of teaching.

Know Your Alumni:
Utsav Mishra

How you identifying the needs
of students?
I have always believed that every
individual is different, and it is immoral
to compartmentalise students in
categories. So, there has never been one
size fits approach while teaching
students, I believe every student is
capable of performing well, they just
have to be hard working, focused and
have proper guidance.
How you look at Advertising
and PR especially post corona
phase?
There are disruptions in the field but the
industry adapts. Post COVID-19, there
will be an attitude change in the
consumer which will impact the supply
chain. The new market leaders will
emerge. The cancellation of major
events will be expensive for agencies.
Several new opportunities have emerged
during the phase with many brands
indulging in cause-advertising on topics
like stay at home.
Tell us more about your mantra
– Live and let live?
Usually, people think live and let live
means being ignorant about the
surroundings and being passive to
others' behaviour, however I see this
philosophy as being tolerant to
everyone, accepting differences and
learning to live with them.
Message to the students
looking pursue career in AD
and PR.
I believe all media organizations require
the same skill set - command over the
language, communication skills,
deadline management, interpersonal
communication skills, strategic thinking
and most importantly curiosity. I
personally think that it is very important
to read, as networking is a significant
part of advertising and public relations
sector, you will meet a lot of people who
are learned and experts of different field
and to strike up a conversation with
them you need to be aware about the
happenings.

You were passionate about
film making while joining
DME. How helpful has DME
been in sharpening your skills
in this area?
Being passionate about
something makes us walk on a
road that leads to our target. DME
has been that road for me.It
helped me push myself and work on my editing skills. I made videos
on numeroustopics during my college days and in the process I gained
versatility in editing.
You won an award for a film you directed and edited. What was
the inspiration behind the project?
I won 3rd position in a film festival-'Prerna Vimash' held at Gautam
Buddha University, Greater Noida. The inspiration behind the project
was my historical and mythological mind. From the beginning, I was
interested inIndian history and Mythology. I also learned fascinating
facts about Varanasi city during a project of DME Media School. It
encouraged me to shoot a documentary in the city.
What does it take to successfully complete such film projects?
The most important thing is to work hard and invest your time interest
area. This is what I did for my project. I took guidance of our Head Dr
Susmita Bala for the research work. I personally worked on voice overs,
scripting, musicand various other aspects to complete the project.
Being a corporate video editor, how has the current lockdown
impacted your work?
Video editing is not apt for work from home. An environment is
required for proper functioning of the work. There are many challenges,
like completing tasks on given deadlines when there areissues with
internet. Still, I believe, if you are passionate about your work, nothing
will come in your way.
What methods, professionals like you are following to stay
productive in this time of crisis?
I give time to my work and learn as much as I can by staying at home
and experimenting on new ideas. I try focussing on my goals. I try to
stay fit by doing exercise and eating healthy.
Any words of advice for students pursuing film making and
editing
Film making and editing is a massive area. Anyone opting for this line
must be very sharp.It requires you to be a good observer. You must
observe the surroundings. You must also becreative, a good presenter
and most importantlyyou need to have a role modelin your life. My
role model is Sanjay Leela Bhansali. His use of camera shots and
angles to make a film glamourous is an inspiration for my work.

- Shiv Dhawan

- Kausik Das
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Utsav Mishra, an
alumnus of DME
Media School, is
currently working as
a corporate video
editor at Etech
Global Services. He
joined DME in 2015
with curiosity in ﬁlm
making. He honed
his passion by taking
up class projects like
interviews and
documentaries. His
desire for ﬁlm
making helped him
complete a ﬁlm
project which
received an award
and recognition.
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The Power and Intricacies of the
Digital, R K Singh explains it all
in simple terms
“Everything can be converted into digital.” Mr R.K. Singh began the
webinar on a visionary note.The session titled 'Power of Digital in Digital
India' was taken by Mr Singh who is an ICT and Broadcast Media
Consultant and Former Engineer-in-Chief, Doordarshan.
The webinar held on May 14, 2020 had more than 85 participants
consisting of working media professionals, experienced academics, experts
from different fields of media, faculty members and the students of DME
Media School. The moderator Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School
began the session by welcoming the expert and introducing him.
This session was a follow-up to the last session (What does digital really
mean to you?) in which Mr Singh introduced everyone to the basics of
'digital'and'binary code'. In this session, Mr Singh expanded on the concept
of 'bit' which is the smallest unit of digital. He then talked about sampling
the audio data, along with the concept of compression of data and its
effects.He also explained the basics of conversion of analog to digital and
vice versa. He took the participants through the journey of digitisation. Mr
Singh elucidated the challenges faced in the process of digitisation and how
to overcome them.
The session ended with participants thanking Mr Singh and looked forward
to more follow-up sessions with him.
- Deepika Dhawan

Unravelling digital in a
non-engineering way
by engineer RK Singh
As the already digitised world moves into further digitisation
with COVID-19 enforcing spatial restrictions, DME Media School
conducted a Webinar –“What does Digital mean to you”,with
Mr RK Singh, former Engineer-in-chief, Doordarshan and AIR
and an established ICT and Broadcast Media consultant, on May
09, 2020for media students, professionals and academicians.
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School, opened the
session by elaborating and contextualising the topic and
introducing the expert. Through analogies rooted in discernable
everyday concepts and in depth explanations which connected
the seemingly complex codes with the medium and its perceived
form, Mr Singh put the medium along with its much iteration
into perspective. The aim was to demystify the Digital medium's
technical and structural intricacies and to enable better and
more informed usage of the medium.
The webinars, online exhibitions, digital and teleconferences,
digital classrooms once were adjuncts and alternatives, but
today are the seams which hold the functions of the world
together. From humanities to sciences, the binary language has
permeated the post-modern age in almost its entirety. As media
professionals and students, we not only need to understand the
medium but also use this for information gathering,
representation and communication.
After answering questions from the curious crowd of media
practitioners armed with a better understanding of the medium,
Mr. Singh's lecture ended with a promise of a second session
with further perspectives and knowledge about the ever evolving
medium.

- Sachin Nair

COPYRIGHT DELHI METROPOLITAN EDUCATION 2020

4

Special Issue - Impact of

Irrfan Khan- His legacy lives on
Sirf insaan galat nahi hota, waqt bhi galat ho sakta hai
-Irrfan Khan in D-Day
The news cycle is dominated with Coronavirus
Pandemic updates, the number of victims
infected with the disease rising and the
economic losses mounting, it is a difficult time
for everyone to adapt to the new normal and
amidst all this it was reported on 29th April
2020, that Bollywood actor Irrfan Khan
succumbed to Neuroendocrine Tumor, a rare
cancer, at the age of 53. The news was a
double tragedy, he was diagnosed with the
disease in 2018, but after the treatment he
recovered to shoot Angrezi Medium which was
released in March 2020. Angrezi Medium
remains his last film.
Irrfan Khan was born as Saahabzaade Irfan Ali
Khan in 1966, Tonk, Rajasthan, he was the
son of tire seller, he belonged to a royal
lineage and had a privileged background,
however he chose to drop Saahabzaade from
his name as it reflected, privilege. Irrfan Khan
applied for scholarship at the prestigious
National School of Drama. Success eluded
Irrfan Khan, he had to initially act in TV soap
operas which he found deeply unsatisfying and
was thinking of quitting when his breakthrough
came in the Hollywood film Warrior (2002).

Irrfan Khan's filmography is impressive, he is a
versatile actor who had acted in all genres of
films. He was one of the few actors who had a
successful acting career in Hollywood as well,
he has acted in popular movies such as Life of
Pi (2012), The Namesake(2006), Jurassic
World(2015) and many more
Irrfan Khan wasn't a conventional Bollywood
hero, he didn't appear like one nor did he
think like one, going through his interviews,
you can look at his ease, his candidness, he
seemed deeply introspective and philosophical
in nature. He was also steadfast in his resolve
and was persistent to avoid casting in
stereotypical films where Muslims were
portrayed as terrorist, he said he did not want
to indulge in hate mongering.
Before the current crop of unconventional
actors like- Nawazudin Siddiqui, Pankaj
Tripathi and others, we had Irrfan Khan who
wasn't the regular Bollywood hero, he made
his mark in Bollywood through sheer passion,
people resonate with him because his story
seems real and gives hope that hard work and
talent can help you succeed while remaining
true to oneself.

Irrfan Khan consumed all the roles he played, he
has this son of the soil aura in Pan Singh Tomar
(2012) and portrayed a suave gentleman in
Jurrasic World (2015). He had impeccable comic
timings and was a master in melancholy, his
eyes could emote happiness and sadness easily.
It is saddening that he had to die at such an
early age, I was looking forward to his movies. It
was my wish to meet Irrfan Khan one day,
unfortunately I do not have any direct memory of
him but will remember him through his movies
and artwork.
- Yashasvika Yadav

Labour Issues in
Covid Lockdown Phase
The Webinar on “Labour Issues in Covid Lockdown Phase” was held on the occasion of
the 'The Labour Day' (May 01, 2020) via ZOOM meeting platform. The joint session by
Chaudhary Bansi Lal University - CBLU, Bhiwani and Delhi Metropolitan Education DME, Noida was organized to discuss and deliberate on issues related to the plight of
labours in the wake of COVID- 19 lockdown.
Initiating the discussion, Prof. Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School, asked
questions related to organised and unorganized sector and the future of Indian economy
in the light of current lockdown. Responding to these questions, Prof. RK Mittal, eminent
economic expert and the Vice Chancellor of CBLU shed light on pertinent issues regarding
labour migration, the revival of Indian and global economy, post-COVID era journey of
Indian economy, challenges of the MSMEs, the supply chain problem and contribution of
agriculture to Indian economy.
The participants then took the session forward by asking related questions and Prof.
Mittal and Prof. Saxena answered each one in great detail. Prof. Ravi Kant Swami,
Director, DME, also enlightened the participants with his thoughts.
Since the meeting was attended by not only the academicians but also the students,
there were questions related to the prospects and creation of jobs in the near future. The
session ended with vote of thanks to the resource persons for sparing time and ensuing
fruitful discussion.
- Pramod Kumar Pandey
COPYRIGHT DELHI METROPOLITAN EDUCATION 2020
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Webinar on Rural Journalism: Professors,
students and media practioners contemplate
on the issues concerning rural media
The Delhi School of Journalism (DSJ)
organized a special online session through
Google Meet for professors, media practioners
and students on the scope and relevance of
rural journalism in the contemporary era on
May 11, 2020. The three hour long session
was attended by around 100 participants.
The session was moderated by Prof J.P. Dubey
who gave a brief introduction about rural
journalism right from independence till the
present times. In his short discourse he talked
about how radio was used as an effective
medium to transform rural society with special
emphasis on health, education and agriculture
techniques. He also stressed on the fact that
media as a whole has been focussing only on
failures of rural economy rather than
formative areas. He also lauded the faculty
members who in a very short span of time
became attuned to technology and used it for
sharing their knowledge and experience.
Dr Ambrish Saxena spoke at length on
traditional media and the information needs

of rural media during the times of COVID-19.
He gave an example of a recent news report
which talked about the rise of use of
technology in rural areas as compared to
urban areas.
Dr Saxena further talked about many
initiatives administered by the govt. to boost
rural economy such as e-mandis, connecting
panchayats with broadband, electrification of
villages and permission of harvesting crops
during lockdown.
He cautioned on the negative use of
technology such as hate messages on
whatsapp which led to many violent incidentsthe recent Palghar killings in Maharashtra is a
case in point.
In his hour and a half speech, Mr. Sarvesh
Dutt Tripathi spoke at length about critical
appraisal of reportage of rural issues by
mainstream media and tribal society. He
shared his own experience of covering rural
issues when he was a reporter at Amar Ujala
and Hindustan Times. This was followed by an

Prof. J.P. Dubey

Prof. Ambrish Saxena

Dr Sarvesh Dutt Tripathi

- Mohit Kishore Vatsa

Decoding the Big Ideas
behind Advertising
The outgoing students of DME Media School attended an
online master class with Mr Pijush Dutta, Program Director of
Apeejay Institute of Mass Communication on April 30, 2020.
He was welcomed by Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean and Dr
Susmita Bala, Head of DME Media School.
The session began with a quiz about brands and their
taglines, which immediately engaged the students. He then
arrived at the key question for the day - What is the big idea
behind advertising? To elucidate, Mr Dutta, played a few
video commercials on the screen but without audio. He asked
the students to identify the big idea behind each ad and was
enthralled by the enthusiastic responses and interpretations
made by the students.
He also handed out an assignment to the twenty-seven
participants to be prepared in groups in the upcoming week.
The session was concluded with an interactive Q & A round.
- Sukriti Arora
COPYRIGHT DELHI METROPOLITAN EDUCATION 2020
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Journalism in the time
of Corona
The war against corona virus is being fought
at several fronts and by several battalions.
One of them is that of journalists who have
been carrying out their duties much like they
did before the pandemic struck. Their working
conditions have changed drastically over the
last few weeks but whether it has resulted in a
change of employment conditions is
questionable.
To shed more light on the subject, DME Media
School organized a webinar on May 06,
2020, attended by several media educators
and aspiring journalists. The session was
chaired by Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean DME
Media School. He traced the history of
legislations and practices that have governed
this industry since after India's independence.
Dr Saxena, on one hand, appreciated the
media persons and media educators for
adapting to the challenges posed by the
pandemic and making prompt use of the
digital tools at their disposal. On the other
hand, he also pointed out the unfortunate
instances of downsizing in media houses,

lacking safety measures
for reporters in the field,
absence of pensions and
inadequate
compensations for the
risk being borne by the
journalists.
During the Q & A round,
Ms Krishna Pandey,
faculty at DME Media
School, raised concerns
about the career
prospects for students
waiting to enter the
industry. Several
students too raised
similar doubts.
Dr Saxena responded optimistically. He told
that the lack of jobs is only a temporary phase
and there would be plenty of opportunities for
journalists in the times to come. He further
highlighted that by supplying crucial
information to the citizens under lockdown,
journalists have bridged the gap between

people and the world outside.
The session concluded with a hope that the
contributions of journalists would be
recognized and their welfare taken care of by
the authorities concerned.
- Sukriti Arora

Indians stranded abroad share lockdown
experience with DME Media School
The Webinar on “LIFE @ Indians stranded
abroad” was held on May 06, 2020 via ZOOM
meeting platform. DrAmbrishSaxena, Dean
DME Media School hosted the session
organized and MsParshwatiSaha was the
guest. The conversation with MsParshwatiSaha
aimed at delving into the lives of many Indians
who have been left stranded in different parts
of the world due to the COVID-19.
MsParshwatiSaha stated that the COVID -19
related preparations were better in Netherland
in comparison to its European neighbours. She
applauded that the administration of
Netherland had been taking good care of her
family, which includes a nice place to stay near
the airport and making food and medicines
available. She, however, did affirm the mental
anxiety due to the almost 60days hostage by
the pandemic and continuous dilemma about
the return. She also apprised the participants
about how the Indian Embassy in Netherland
was consistently offering financial support and

was in regular contact with her. She also
explained how this was not an extreme form of
lockdown rather an 'intelligent lockdown' where
they were allowed to move out, albeit
maintaining social distancing of at least 1.5
meters. People are roaming out even in a group
of ten but are conscious of maintaining the
appropriate distance.
She also said that the Dutch government's
efforts to battle corona exhibit a sense of social
responsibility rather than politics. There appears
to be a common agenda, and that is to fend
this pandemic off and save the lives of the
people.
Prof. Ravikant Swami, Director DME also asked
some very pertinent questions related to the
overall experiences and the lessons Indians can
learn from it to strengthen their battle against
COVID-19. The student participants too asked
relevant questions.
- Pramod Kumar Pandey
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OTT platforms to the rescue amid lockdown
The present pandemic and the world-wide
lockdown have brought our lives to halt. All
the schools, colleges, offices, businesses are
shut down, and people are stuck at home.
While work-from-home has become the new
norm for some professions, for many
businesses these are proving to be hard times.
However, in the media and entertainment
industry, online OTT platforms have been
making the most of this unfortunate turn of
events in their favour.
Lockdown or no lockdown, in recent years,
traditional media had already been facing a
staunch competition from gradually evolving
digital media platforms. However, the

lockdown has witnessed unprecedented growth
in the number of subscribers to this online
content. Given that production of television
shows and films have been put on hold due to
the pandemic, the entertainment industry
could have been suffering severe losses too
had it not been for these OTT platforms which
have not only come to the rescue of Indian
audiences but have also made a mark for
themselves in the entertainment business.
With no new films being released and people
being limited to their homes, they are
spending long hours on their digital devices
and more people are now opting for paid
monthly subscriptions to platforms like Netflix,

Hotstar and Prime Video. Apart from original
content, these OTT platforms also host an
array of films and series, which are keeping
the Indian audiences hooked to their screens.
This pandemic may have after all changed our
ways of entertainment-consumption forever.
- Tinam Borah

Oldies adventure in lockdown
Lockdowns - 1, 2, 3, 4 and now a mix of lockdown and unlocking. So quite a
depressing scenario, but sunshine stories abound. It happened during Lockdown
one - some single oldies live alone in the apartment complex. One of them, a
little more confident-than-necessary gentleman in his mid-eighties, climbed a
stool to change his window curtain, lost balance, fell and hurt his shoulder. First,
he convinced himself that the injury was minor and tried homeopathic medicines
himself. But after two days pain became unbearable, he had to call for help.
Graciously, another neighbour's son took him to hospital maintaining social
distancing - the junior in the driving seat and the senior in the rear seat. A
hairline fracture was found in x-ray since the shoulder could not be plastered, the
hand was put in a sling to give support to the shoulder. Now his three meals
come from the neighbour's house.
- Geeta Kudaisya
Nehru Foundation, Teen Murti
COPYRIGHT DELHI METROPOLITAN EDUCATION 2020
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Grappling with Corona challenge, universities
look for innovative ways
The Coronavirus Pandemic impact has been pervasive. The education
sector was amongst the first to get affected by the Coronavirus
Pandemic. To avoid disruption in academic learning, teachers all over
the country adopted digital mode to conduct seamless teachinglearning process. But the challenge of conducting the examination is
something which education administrators are grappling with.
DME Media School conducted a webinar on 'Challenges before
Universities in Covid-19 phase' to discuss these issues on May 13 with
experts like Dr Nitin Malik, Registrar, Dr B R Ambedkar University
Delhi and Mr S. Rangabashiam, Deputy Registrar, University of Delhi.
Dr Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media School moderated the
discussion.
Dr Saxena initiated the session wherein questions related to the
teaching-learning process, examination schedule and evaluation
process were raised. Mr Rangabashiam, stressed that teachers have
turned this crisis into opportunity by leveraging technology to impart
education. Although, he emphasized that the traditional chalk and

talk method cannot be replaced by a digital mode of education as it
lacks a personal touch.
The impact of the derailment of the academic calendar has led to the
delaying of examinations and all the stakeholders are concerned about
the tentative schedule of examination and the mode of evaluation. Dr
Malik discussed in detail the changes that have been brought into the
university system in the wake of COVID- 19 and the lockdown.
Referring to the guidelines suggested by the University Grants
Commission, Dr Malik said that the universities are finding new ways
and means to meet the new challenges.
Mr Rangabashiam apprised everyone about the tentative methodology
for evaluation being considered by Delhi University wherein analytical
questions will be posed to students for which they can refer to various
resources to enrich their answers. The session culminated with
questions and answer session. The enriching session included students
and academicians from all over the country.
- Yashasvika Yadav

Indian Economy on a Resilient Trajectory
The months long complete lockdown with 80% reduction in hiring,
over 10 Cr labours stranded, awaited benefits for MSMEs, demand
slump across industries, jobs impacted, risk of recession and travel
restrictions. The year 2010 commenced with a very high GDP while
2019 culminated with the least GDP of the entire decade. The
unfortunate part is that we are carrying the same or even worse
baggage in 2020 also. The silver lining is that technology and services
sectors have witnessed a have an over proportional growth such as
hospitality, IT and e-commerce, healthcare whereas despite stimulus
packages manufacturing and agriculture has taken a strong hit with
exceptions in power and chemicals. Construction, automotive, FMCG
and agriculture have been battling with the slump in consumer
demand, change in policies, unpredictable meteorology and financial
debacles.
If we track the history of the last few years, several factors have
attributed to this degrowth. 2017 endorsed GST, 2018 introduced
demonetization and unveiled banking furore, 2019 witnessed
elections and global trade wars and now 2020 Corona Virus has
resulted in a sharp decline in the shining India growth story.
Resounding the sentiments across industries, I feel that despite our
resilience with new business models we will continue to see this slump
until the end of the year and of course, we will witness a subtle shift in
the global dynamics. The 4 core ingredients to manufacturing are coal,
cement, steel and power.
India is a lignite-based economy so coal has been a backbone to the
power and mining sectors. I understand that it's a temporary slump

and we are a country of 1.3B people to feed, will never have a scarcity
of demand in power.
Cement has been at an all-time low due to construction and infra
projects at a standstill and labour outrage and unavailability. Even if
this lockdown gets over in June, the onset of monsoons in June - Aug
will bring in the annual seasonality and shift the placebo for recovery
to last quarter or the beginning next year. This sector will have to face
the brunt of demand and labour shortage for a longer time than other
sectors.
The crude oil and petrochemical products demand will be dominated
by the global policies and trade wars. The major economies in the
world are on an onset for recovery and will reduce dependency on the
fragile economies which lead to frequent disruptions and may be
levied with heavy sanctions. India exports will rise.
Last but not the least, the steel sector is also looking into outside
markets to offset the domestic. There has been consolidation in this
sector and increased exports will, in turn, benefit the manufacturing
sector.
My two cents would be India is on a mission to be a manufacturing
and services hub for a world with a young workforce and demand
paradise. The Government policies and financial backing will re-instil
the confidence and bring us back on track by the last quarter. Indeed,
we must get comfortable with this New Normal.
- Urvika Yadav

Urvika Yadav is a working professional with more than 10 years of diverse experience across
functions such as Product Development in R&D, Portfolio Management & Strategic Pricing in
Marketing and Business Development to Direct Sales panning industries from Automotive,
Infra to Process Industries.
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Envisaging opportunities in Post
Covid media, Dr Saxena appears
optimistic
Journalists, apart from health workers and
the police are playing key roles in the face of
the present pandemic. The School of
Journalism and Mass Communication, K.R
Mangalam University organised a webinar on
“Media as a Career in Post Covid Era”on May
15, 2020 to deliberate upon the prospects of
journalism during and after this global crisis.
Prof. (Dr) Ambrish Saxena, Dean, DME Media
School was invited as an expert speaker to
offer his perspectives on the topic.
Prof Saxena stressed that in unprecedented
times like these, it is a challenge to maintain
balance in terms of positive and negative
news, as staying attuned to the ground
realities is necessary. As long as accuracy and
sensitivity is maintained and the audience is
benefitted by the circulated information, good
quality journalism can be assured.
As far as prospects of journalism in the near
future is concerned, Prof Saxena was of the
view that despite the present challenges, the
media industry will not fall back in the long
term, just like it has coped with various

changes in technology
or socio-political
transformation over
the years. Post Covid
era, mobile journalism
might be more
prevalent and digital
media might become
more popular than
print media, but there
will always be enough
prospects for those
aspiring to pursue a
career in journalism.
Key pre-requisites for
them would be
proficiency in writing
and speaking and a
flair for technology.
Prof. Saxena also highlighted the immediate
need of protecting the interests of journalists
in terms of job security and health
insurances, keeping in mind the important
role performed by them. He called upon the

governments central as well the state
concerned to come with policy measures for
the betterment of journalists and
safeguarding them in the face of
professional eventualities.
- Tinam Borah

Home office: Will work from home be the new normal?
The COVID-19 pandemic has brought a paradigm shift in our day to
day personal and professional lives. Thanks to it, we all have learnt
and easily adjusted to new working norms – work from home or
office at home. It seems as the corporate world is forecasting,
working from home is going to be the new professional reality.
According to Rajesh Gopinathan, CEO,
TCS, “Since March, over 80% of
employees in India's four million IT
workforce have shifted to work from home
model.” The scene is not likely to change
much even post COVID-19. For example,
companies like Tech Mahindra are
estimating work from home for a longer
time is here to stay. (Forbes India, May
22, 2020).
Lately, the companies are also coming
forward to allow their workforce to work
from home as a matter of strategy. Indian
IT companies like TCS is planning to have
25% of its workforce to work from home
by 2025. Companies are seeing multiple
benefits in the form of lower operational
cost, lower employee attrition and higher
productivity etc.
Experts believe that this transition has
been made possible simply because of the

technology. For, there may not be any problem for the IT companies
to implement the work from home culture; it may not be very smooth
with other businesses especially like retail. However, one cannot deny
that due to COVID-19, how we work now and in future will forever
change!

COPYRIGHT DELHI METROPOLITAN EDUCATION 2020

- Krishna Pandey

10

Special Issue - Impact of

I'm just another ghost,
living in a ghost town
It's been a long long time now
Since I'm in this lockdown
Confined between my walls
Now I've lost the days' count
Outside my window I can see no one
Haven't seen a face in all these days
Now I find mine unusual to look at
If I pass by the mirror on my wall
It's just a few words that's all
I sometimes speak over the phone
Silence is growing over me
And I readily take its refuge
I feel like I'm a ghost
Living in a ghost town
Suspended animated
Living in a ghost town
It's been day in and day out
Living alone all by my own
Sometimes I talk to myself
Sometimes I would let it go
And now I've come
Come to terms with my solitude
And now I've learnt
Learnt to live in my own cocoon
And after all this is over
I don't know how I'll face the world again
I think I'm forgetting my words now
Or would I be scared to see faces again

Something beyond convention,
The “new normal” is all that we mention.
A surprise we didn't expect,
Has made everyone retrospect
COVID-19 sits along like an unwanted guest,
Challenges pouncing upon us, testing our best
But as we hold on tight,
Apart but together, we fight.
To look on the brighter side,
The virus won't seek you, if you hide
You're connecting to old friends,
Making up for lost time and amends
You're listening to the birds chirp,
You can finally see stars in the city, twinkling up
Books are someone's best friend, once more,
And others are trying something they've never done before
Some are dancing, some are working,
It's important to isolate from the danger that's lurking
Isolation doesn't have to be emotional,
But having to lock your door is not optional
The sky's still the limit,
But for now, your home is where you should sit
- Tanima Soni

Post Corona rallies will be wiped out?
Public rallies have been a part and parcel of any election process till now. India is the largest
democracy where people give their decision through voting and participate in the election
process- be it campaigning for a political party or holding a mass rally for disseminating a
political ideology.
The corona pandemic has brought about a complete change in society. More than 1 lakh corona
positive cases were reported in India till May 20, adding to the 5 million cases worldwide. And
the number is still rising. More than 216 countries are under the vicious trap of the COVID-19
virus affecting the socio-economic structure of the countries.
Looking into the aspect of human to human spread of the virus, gone are the days when a
group of people could stand together and talk and communicate. Public gathering at this time
is prohibited and all governments are asking the people to follow the public distancing rules.
Elections during corona and post corona raise a question, whether political rallies and public
gathering will anymore be a part of the festival of democracy? The question also arises whether
people of India or rather the world would witness any such rallies in future.
- Sumantra Sarathi Das

I'm just another ghost
Living in a ghost town
Suspended animated
Living in a ghost town
- Ritwik Ghosh
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Going back to office
post corona
online) or offline with social distancing. Office cafeteria should
Going back to work would first entail stitching the loose joints.
be a no go zone or even if going with minimal interaction and
Create a checklist of pending things last two months with names
hanging out. Cleanliness of own
of team players against each entry. Where
workstation and laptops and office
possible online we should tick off those in
materials should be paramount and done
checklist itself. Once done at office, take it to
on an hourly basis.
the next step.
Use of office teams should be optimized
Second, office safety and social distancing is
and planned to ensure minimality of
critical. It is obvious for an exuberance to set
Jayanta Das
manpower at one place. Being in office
in meeting colleagues after so long. Check
need not be jumping to conference room
the exuberance and avoid the first seven
Jayanta
Das
is
a
social
entrepreneur
meetings. Office smart chat tools need to
days and ensure minimal interaction unless
and
a
professional
Economist.
He
is
a
be used more effectively.
necessary. The basic mantra should be to
practising
commentator
on
domestic
have a lockdown environment at office also
and global economic activities. He The new environment may also mean
till the corona fear subsides.
founded and leads Primero Skills unfavourable job environment. Take care of
that executes training and skilling of colleagues and their feelings with empathy
Support groups over online office work are
an important factor also to create a balance manpower pan India across six in all scenarios and strictly avoid office
gossip and grapevine.
critical sectors of the economy.
post lockdown. This can be in the form of
mental health, recreation activity (strictly
कोिवद-19 का िश ा पर असर

आनलाइन पढ़ाई ने रा

ा िदखाया, अब आगे की तैयारी

कोराना वायरस के फैलने से पूरे िव की थित अजीबो गरीब हो गई है ।
लगभग सभी े ो ं पर इसका भाव दे खने को िमल रहा है । ा , अथ
ापार संबंधी गितिविधयां और सामािजक जीवन का कोई भी े इससे
अछूता नही ं है । शैि क े और शै िणक सं थान खासतौर से इससे
अ िधक भािवत ह। सेमे र का दू सरा चरण अभी म म ही था जब
कोिवद-19 ने सब कुछ अ
कर िदया। अचानक सभी िव
िव ालय और िश ा सं थान बंद कर िदए गए। िकसी को यह आभास भी
नही ं हो पा रहा था िक आगे ा होगा। सभी इसी पशोपेश म थे िक कोस
कैसे पूरा हो तािक इस अचानक बंदी से छा ो ं को नुकसान न हो।
कोराना काल की एक ब त बड़ी चुनौती सभी के सामने थी िजसे
टे ोलोजी की सहायता से दू र करने के िलए आनलाइन पढ़ाई शु की
गई। न केवल िव िव ालय और उनसे जुड िश ा सं थानो म ब
ू लो ं और कालेजो ं म आनलाइन क ाएं शु हो गई। ाट फोन और
इं टरनेट संचारक और ा कता दोनो ं के ही पास था िजसने इस काम को
आसान बना िदया। कुछ थानो ं पर या कभी कभी इं टरनेट सुिवधा सुचा
न होने पर कुछ बाधा तो आ रहा थी लेिकन यह एक सफल तकनीकी थी
िजसकी सहायता से िश को ं और छा ो ं ने अपने काय को अंजाम तक
प ं चाया।
आनलाइन िश ा दान करने के िलए अगर िश ा सं थानो ं के पास अपना
ई आर पी िस म हो तो अ ा है ।उदाहरण
प िद ी मेटोपॉिलिटन
एजुकेशन म आिडयो िनदशो ं के साथ पी पी टी और अ यन साम ी ई
आर पी व था कोलपोल पर पो कर दी जाती थी। ोिंक सारे छा ो ं

का अकाउं ट (कोलपोल) पर है तो उनके िलए साम ी ा करने का यह
ब त आसान तरीका रहा। अ ैल के ारं भ म ही लगभग सभी सं थानो ं ने
ज़ूम पर क ाएं लेना ारं भ कर िदया था। इस बीच ब त सारे सं थानो ं ने
िवषय िवशेष ो ं की क ाएं भी ज़ूम पर करवानी शु कर दी। वा िवकता
म यह सब िवषय िवशेष ो ं के वेिबनार के
प म सामने आया।
सभी िश ािवद् और छा इस नई और अदभुत िश ा व था के ित
उ ुक थे। वा व म इसके अपने लाभ महसूस िकए गए। िवषम
प र थितयो ं म यह तकनीक सभी के िलए वरदान सािबत ई। लेिकन
ब त सारे य
सामने आ खड़े ए ह। ा यह भिव के िलए ठीक
है ? ा यह आमने सामने की शैि क व था की जगह ले पाएगी? ा
यह योगा क प से काय करने के िलए ठीक सािबत होगी?
मेरे िवचार से आनलाइन क ाएं आमने सामने की क ाओं का िवक
नही ं हो सकती।लेिकन यह अव कहा जा सकता है िक इस व था ने
नए मू
ितरोिपत िकए ह।
इतना ही नही,ं अब ी कालीन िश ण और परी ाओं का समय है ।
िद ी मेटोपॉिलिटन एजुकेशन ने वचुअल वकशॉप व था के तहत मई
माह से इस िश ण का शुभारं भ भी कर िदया है । िव िव ालय ने परी ा
के तरीको ं पर भी िवचार िकया है । जब िवषम प र थितयां आती ह , इनके
तरीके भी िनकल ही आते ह । िव िव ालय के िलए वेश परी ा कराना
ब त बड़ी चुनौती है लेिकन उसका भी कोई न कोई तरीका िनकल ही
आएगा।
- डॉ सु
ता बाला
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